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ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR BOVINE EMBRYOS
TO BE EXPORTED TO JAPAN FROM THE NETHERLANDS

This document defines the animal health requirements for bovine embryos to be
exported to Japan from the Netherlands.

(Definitions)
For the purpose of this document, the definitions of terms are as follows;

“BSE cohort”

means cattle that are determined to have a high epidemiological relationship
with BSE infected cattle, as well as, during their first year of life have been in
the herd of the infected cattle within 12 months of the birth, and have fed with
the same feed of the infected cattle. When report of examination about the
feeding record is not available, cohort cattle are all cattle born in the same herd
as and within 12 months of the birth of the infected cattle.

“BSE infected cattle”
means a cattle infected by BSE agent.

“exported embryo”
means bovine embryo to be exported to Japan from the Netherlands.

“embryo donor”
means a female whose embryo is collected.

“the animal health authorities of the Netherlands”
means Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality of Netherlands.

“Notifiable disease”
means a disease listed by MANFQ, and that, as soon as detected or suspected, must be
brought to the attention of MANFQ, in accordance with national regulations.

“IETS”
means the International Embryo Transfer Society

“OIE code”
means current version of OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code.

“the animal health authorities of Japan”
means Animal Health Division, Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau, Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan.
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(General requirements)

1.

The Netherlands is free from inderpest, contagious bovine pleuropneumonia,
foot-and-mouth disease (FMD), vesicular stomatitis, bovine tuberculosis, Rife
valley fever and lumpy skin disease.

In the Netherlands, Akabane disease, Chuzan disease and Aino virus infection have
never been diagnosed.

Rinderpest, contagious bovine pleuropneumonia, FMD, vesicular stomatitis, Rift
valley fever, bovine brucellosis, bovine tuberculosis, transmissible spongiform
encephalopathy (TSE), bluetongue, lumpy skin disease, enzootic bovine leukosis
and bovine genital campylobacteriosis are designated as the notifiable diseases in
the Netherlands.

(Requirements for the premises of origin)

4.

The premises on which each donor female for the exported embryos was present for
the 60 days prior to embryo collection (including the embryo collection facility)
were clinically free of following diseases for the 12 months prior to embryo
collection; bovine brucellosis, bovine tuberculosis, paratuberculosis, bluetongue,
enzootic bovine leukosis, bovine viral diarrhea-mucosal disease (BVD-MD),
infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious pustular vulvovaginitis (IBR/IPV),
leptospirosis, bovine genital campylobacteriosis and trichomonosis.

(Requirements for the embryo don )

S.

The embryo donor shall have stayed only in the Netherlands for at least 60 days at
the time of embryo collection.

Each embryo donor shall be healthy and free of signs of infectious disease at
the time of embryo collection, as were all other animals at the facility at that
time.

Each embryo donor shall be tested by virus isolation, PCR or antigen capture ELISA
for BVD-MD virus, with negative result.

Each embryo donor shall be tested by intradermal test using bovine PPD for
tuberculosis at least 30 days after embryo collection, with negative result.

Each embryo donor shall be tested

a) by agar gel immunodiffusion test or ELISA test for bluetongue between 21
and 60 days after collection, with negative result.

or

b) by virus isolation test or PCR test on a blood sample taken on the day of
collection, with negative results.

10. Concerning bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE):

(1) BSE is a notifiable disease in the Netherlands.
(2) The embryo donor is not BSE infected cattle or BSE cohort.
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11.The exported embryos were collected and handled in accordance with the
recommendations of IETS.

(Requirements to the semen used in fertilizing ova)

12. The semen used in fertilizing ova shall come from donor bulls which met the animal
health requirements for bovine semen to be exported to Japan from the Netherlands.
In case the Netherlands is not the country of origin of the semen, a copy of the
inspection certificate, issued by the animal health authorities of the country of origin
stating that the semen met the animal health requirements established between the
animal health authorities of Japan and the animal health authorities of the country of
origin, shall be attached to the inspection certificate stipulated in the article 19.

(Requirements to the exported embryos)
13. The exported embryos shall be collected, processed and stored in conformance with
Chapter 4.7.2, 4.7.3 and 4.7.6 of the OIE Code.

14.The exported embryos shall be washed consecutively at least 10 times with each
washing diluted 1:100 and were washed twice with 0.25% sterile trypsin for a total
trypsin exposeure time of 60-90 seconds, in accordance with the procedures
recommended by the IETS under the supervision of a veterinarian accredited by the
animal health authorities of the Netherlands.

15.The exported embryos shall be examined microscopically according to the
procedures recommended by IETS under the supervision of a government
veterinarian or a veterinarian accredited by the animal health authorities of the
Netherlands, and only embryos which have an intact zona pellucida and freedom
from adherent materials are eligible to export to Japan.

16.The exported embryos shall be packed individually in ampoules/straws that
were permanently marked with collection date and identity (including breed)
of the semen and embryo donors, in accordance with the IETS
recommendations. Only one embryo per ampoule or straw is permitted.

17. The exported embryos shall be maintained in a basket used only for them in a
storage tank at a storage facility designated by the animal health authorities of the
Netherlands under the supervision of a government veterinarian or a veterinarian
accredited by the animal health authorities of the Netherlands until being placed in a
shipping tank which will be sealed by the animal health authorities of the
Netherlands.

(Requirements to the shipping tank)

18. The shipping tank shall be either new or cleaned and disinfected under the
supervision of a veterinarian accredited by the animal health authorities of the
Netherlands, and only fresh liquid nitrogen was used to charge the tank.
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(Issue of the health certificate)
19.The animal health authorities of the Netherlands are responsible for issuing an
inspection certificate stating the following items in English by the embryo donor on
shipping of the exported embryos to Japan.
(1) Each of articles 1 to 6 and 10 to 18.
(2) Dates, methods and results of examinations and inspections for each disease in
article 7to 9.
(3) Name and address of the laboratories where the test were conducted in article 7
to 9.
(4) Name and address of the premises of residence of the embryo donor for the 60
days prior to embryo collection.
(5) Name and address of the embryos and semen collection facilities.
(6) Name, breed, identification number of the embryo donor and semen donor.
(7) Dates of the semen and the exported embryo collection.
(8) Dates of insemination for the donor female.
(9) Quantity of embryos.
(10) The number of official seal used to seal the shipping tank in article 17.
(11) Date of issue, name and title of signer, and authorities name and address of the
inspection certificate.

(Others)

20. In the case of an outbreak of inderpest, contagious bovine pleuropneumonia, FMD,
vesicular stomatitis, Rife valley fever and lumpy skin disease in the Netherlands, the
animal health authorities of the Netherlands must immediately suspend the shipment
of the bovine embryo to Japan. The animal health authorities of the Netherlands
must inform the Japanese animal health authorities of the outbreak as soon as
possible and the completion of the necessary measures for the last case.

21. Aside from the articles above-mentioned of the animal health requirements, in case
that any infectious diseases are detected in the exported embryos during the
quarantine period in Japan, return or disposal of the exported embryos may be
ordered by the animal quarantine service in Japan.
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OIE Terrestorial Animal Health Code
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