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Sandardsfor slaughter of cattle and processing of beef and beef offal eligible for export to Japan
Export Verification Program

This Export Verification Program (EVP) provides the specified products processing requirements and
requirementsfor facilitiesfor export beef and beef offal to Japan from France. ThisEVP comesin addition
to the French and EU regulations but might include some relevant domestic requirements. The following
requirements consist in the EVP under the responsibility of the General Directorate for Food and its
services, Ministry in charge of agriculture of France (DGAL).

1 Purpose
This EVP describes the standards that slaughterhouses and processing facilities shall meet in producing
beef and beef offal for export to Japan in order to meet the following objectives:
e Ensureremoval from cattle carcasses of al tissuesineligible for export to Japan;
e Prevent cross contamination of eligible beef and beef offa for export to Japan from ineligible
tissues during slaughter and/or processing;
e Ensureonly cattle from 30 months of age or less are prepared and certified for export to Japan;
e Enable verification of compliance with Japan import condition relating to Bovine Spongiform
Encephal opathy (BSE), in addition to French and EU domestic requirements.

2 Scope

This EVP applies to French facilities producing beef and beef offal for export to Japan from France. The
facilities shall meet the specified products processing requirements and requirementsfor facilitiesfor beef
and beef offal for export to Japan from France. Thesefacilities shall be designated and listed by the DGAL
in accordance with the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW).

3 ldentification and traceability records

3.1Live cattle shall be domesticated bovine animals (Bos taurus or Bos indicus) born and raised in
France or imported into France from countries eligible for export beef and beef offal to Japan.

3.2Live cattle shall be individually identified.

3.3Live cattle shall be sent to slaughterhouses with individual documents recording the exact date
of birth and identification information of each animal.

3.4 All carcasses complying with point 4.1 shall be clearly identified with avisible blue strip.

3.5An identification mark allowing the verification that the beef and beef offa for export to Japan
complies with point 4.1 is applied on the product at each level of processing.
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3.6 Records and identification information through the process shall be sufficient to trace:
3.6.1 Beef and beef offal for export to Japan to carcasses;
3.6.2 Individual carcassesto individual animal;

3.6.3 Individua animal to farm records.

Specified Products Requirements

4.1 Beef and beef offal for export to Japan shall derived from cattle that is 30 months of age or
younger at the time of slaughter.

4.2 Beef and beef offal for export to Japan shall be exclusively meat, offal and their products which
the MHLW and DGAL recognize as eligible for export to Japan.

4.3 Beef and beef offal for export to Japan shall not include any Specified Risk Material (SRM) as
defined by the enforced Japanese regulation, that isto say beef and beef offal for export to Japan
shall not include any of the following tissues:

4.3.1 Tonsilsfrom al cattle;
4.3.2 Distal ileum (two meters from connection to caecum) from all cattle;
4.3.3 Spina cord from cattle older than 30 month of age;

4.3.4 Head (except for hygienically removed tongues and cheek meat) from cattle older than 30
month of age;

4.3.5 Vertebra column (excluding vertebrae of the tail, the spinous and transverse processes of
the cervical, lumbar and thoracic vertebrae, the median sacral crest and wings of the
sacrum) from cattle older than 30 month of age.

4.4 Beef and beef offa for export to Japan, and the carcasses and cattle from which they are derived
should be traceable to production records.
Processing requirements

5.1Beef and beef offal for export to Japan shall be processed using procedures ensuring the
compliance of point 4 and integrated into the facility HACCP/SSOP.

5.2 Verification activities for age requirements as described above in point 4.1 must be conducted at
the slaughter and process levels.

5.3Beef and beef offa for export to Japan shall be processed in a manner to ensure the hygienic
removal of the SRM as described above in point 4.3. and to prevent any cross-contamination by
these SRM.

5.4The facility HACCP/SSOP shall include internal verification activities that alow to control the
specified requirements of this EVP are effectively implemented and met.
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6 Designated facilitiesfor export to Japan

6.1 The designated facilities for export beef and beef offal to Japan from France shall be facilities
(slaughterhouses, cutting plants, processing plants, and cold stores) approved by the DGAL
following an on-site inspection. The approval of the designated facilities is under the
responsibility of the DGAL in accordance with the MHLW.

6.2 The designated facilities shall meet the specified products and processing requirements for beef
and beef offal for export to Japan from France.

6.3 The designated facilities for export to Japan shall be listed by the DGAL; the DGAL shal
provide annually to the MHLW an officia listing of the designated facilities for export beef and
beef offal to Japan.

6.4 The designated facilities for export beef and beef offal to Japan from France are responsible for
the compliance with all requirements outlined in this procedure and the French and EU
regulations.

6.5 All necessary information to verify the enforcement of the EV P by the designated facilities shall
be available to the DGAL for review.
7 Export certificate

7.1 Beef and beef offal for export to Japan shall be accompanied by an export certificate issued by
the DGAL when exported to Japan.

7.2 The export certificate shall include the information as required by the Food Safety Act of Japan.
7.3 The export certificate shall mention the following statement: “The beef and beef offal meet the
EVP requirements”.
8 Audit and import inspection of the MHLW

8.1 The MHLW may conduct on-site audits of the French inspection system including visit of the
DGAL, designated facilities that export beef and beef offal to Japan and relevant facilities.

8.2 If non-compliance with these standards is found as a result of the audit or the import inspection
of the MHLW, the DGAL shall take appropriate measures including corrective or preventive
action.

These requirementsfor beef and beef offal for export to Japan from France will go into effect on February
1%, 2013.
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	【検疫】フランスからの牛肉等の家畜衛生条件
	動物検疫所
	（JPN-France）Animal Health Requirements with HC and MHLW(20130128)
	1 (Definitions)
	2 (General requirements)
	2.1 France is free from Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) and Rinderpest, and vaccination against FMD and Rinderpest is prohibited in France.
	2.2 Importation of cloven-hoofed animals that have been vaccinated against FMD and Rinderpest is prohibited in France.
	2.3 The competent authority of France maintains measures to prevent introduction, control spread, and detect Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE); these measures include SRM removal, effective feed ban, and surveillance program. In case the competent authority of France intends to amend or abolish the regulations or measures on BSE, the competent authority of France should inform the Japanese animal health authorities of the fact in advance.
	2.4 The competent authority of France annually provides the Japanese animal health authorities with relevant up-dated information regarding the BSE sanitary situation in France such as a copy of the OIE annual BSE status reconfirmation form.

	3 (Requirements for the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan)
	3.1 The slaughtered cattle shall be born and raised in the eligible countries; in case the slaughtered cattle were not born nor raised in France they shall not transit in another country than the agreed countries while imported into France.
	3.2 The slaughtered cattle shall not be, in accordance with the OIE Code:
	3.2.1 suspect or confirmed BSE cases;
	3.2.2 reared with a confirmed BSE case during their first year of life;
	3.2.3 born in the same herd as a confirmed BSE case, during the year preceding and following the birth of the said confirmed BSE case.

	3.3 The slaughtered cattle shall be free from any evidence of animal infectious disease and are approved for human consumption as a result of ante and post-mortem veterinary inspections conducted by the competent authority of France or the exporting countries at the time of slaughter at the designated facilities.
	3.4 The beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan is handled in such a way as to prevent contamination with any causative agent of animal infectious disease until shipment to Japan.
	3.5 The beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan shall be only handled in the designated facilities.
	3.6 The beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan meet all of the requirements of Annex 2 (Standards for slaughter of cattle and processing of beef and beef offal eligible for export to Japan).

	4 (Requirements for the designated facilities)
	4.1 The French designated facilities shall meet with the requirement of Annex 2 (Standards for slaughter of cattle and processing of beef and beef offal eligible for export to Japan), and all of the following articles.
	4.2 The competent authority of France shall inform the Japanese animal health authorities of the name, address, activities and approval number of the designated facilities in advance of the shipment of the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan from the said facilities; the designated facilities shall be listed by the competent authority of France on a regularly up-dated list.
	4.3 The competent authority of France shall conduct ordinary monitoring or periodic audit to confirm the designated facilities meet article 4.1.
	4.4 If during ordinary monitoring or periodic audit of the designated facilities the competent authority of France identifies a serious noncompliance, the competent authority of France shall immediately stop certification of the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan from the said facility, and shall inform the Japanese animal health authorities of the name, address, activities and approval number of the said facility. Thereafter, the competent authority of France is to revoke the designation of the said facility. If the competent authority of France verifies corrective actions at the said facilities, the competent authority of France may re-designate the revoked facilities as the designated facilities after informing the Japanese animal health authorities of the corrective actions.
	4.5 A system-wide problem, such as repeated serious noncompliance may result in the suspension of these animal health requirements.
	4.6 The cloven-hoofed animals that are permitted to be handled at the designated facilities shall be born and raised in the third free countries or the agreed countries; in case the cloven-hoofed animals were not born nor raised in France they shall not transit in another country than the third free countries or the agreed countries while imported into France.
	4.7 The meat etc. that is permitted to be handled at the designated facilities shall meet all of the following requirements:
	4.7.1 the cloven-hoofed animals from which the meat etc. is originating shall meet Article 4.6;
	4.7.2 the meat etc. shall originate from the third free countries or the agreed countries;
	4.7.3 in case the meat etc. does not originate from France, it shall not transit in another country than the third free countries or the agreed countries while imported into France.
	4.7.4 The meat etc. shall be handled only at the designated facilities.

	4.8 In case of cold stores, the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan which is handled in the designated facilities shall be completely wrapped or boxed in order to completely isolate it from any meat etc. other than those complying with article 4.7 above and prevent any cross contamination.
	4.9 The species, quantities, production areas and date of handling (and, in case of handling of such animals or meat imported from the third countries, the name of countries/zones of origin and date of import) shall be recorded on the original records at the designated facilities; the original records shall be kept for at least two years at the designated facilities.

	5 (Requirements for shipment)
	5.1 Clean and sanitary wrappings and/or containers (such as cardboard boxes) shall be used to pack the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan.
	5.2 The beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan shall be shipped in sealed containers when it is transported by way of third countries.
	5.3  The competent authority of France shall seal the container with an official seal approved in advance by the Japanese animal health authorities and which is readily distinguishable from those of other countries.
	5.4  In case the official seal is broken or absent at the time of import inspection in Japan, the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan may be prohibited to import into Japan.

	6 (Issue of inspection certificate)
	6.1 The competent authority of France shall be responsible for issuing the inspection certificate for the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan, stating the following items in detail in French and English, after confirming the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan complies with the animal health requirements:
	6.2 The competent authority of France shall immediately stop certification of the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan and inform the Japanese animal health authorities in case an outbreak of FMD or Rinderpest is confirmed in France; the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan in transit at the time the said outbreak was confirmed will be prohibited for importation into Japan, except those shipments that definitely bear no epidemiological relation to the said outbreak.
	6.3 The competent authority of France shall immediately notify the Japanese animal health authorities and provide relevant information if a BSE case is detected in France with epidemiological relevance to the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan.
	6.4 In case of an outbreak of animal infectious disease in a third country leading to a modification of the lists of the third free countries, the eligible countries or the agreed countries the Japanese animal health authorities shall inform immediately the competent authority of France of this modification in order to ensure the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan complies with the animal health requirements considering the up-dated lists of third countries; the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan in transit at the time the said outbreak was confirmed will be prohibited for importation into Japan, except those shipments that definitely bear no epidemiological relation to the said outbreak.

	7  (Audit by the Japanese animal health authorities)
	7.1 The Japanese animal health authorities may conduct a system audit of France regulatory requirements and these animal health requirements through a representative sample of the designated facilities etc. and relevant original records etc.. If there is evidence that France regulatory requirements and these animal health requirements have not been met at a designated facility, the competent authority of France shall immediately stop certification of the beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan from the said facility. If the competent authority of France verifies corrective actions at the said facilities, the competent authority of France may re-designate the revoked facilities as the designated facilities after informing the Japanese animal health authorities of the corrective actions.
	7.2 A system-wide problem, such as repeated serious noncompliance may result in the suspension of the animal health requirements.
	These animal health requirements for beef and beef offal to be exported to Japan from France, come into effect since February 1, 2013.

	1 The third free countries for export to Japan, with regard to the species, are as listed on the MAFF official website at the following URL: http://www.maff.go.jp/aqs/english/news/third-free.html.
	2 The eligible countries for export beef and beef offal to Japan are as follow :
	3 The agreed countries free from particular animal diseases affecting cloven-hoofed animals other than pigs and cervids are as follow :

	（締結）フランス衛生条件仮訳
	（MHLW）フランス輸出条件（仮訳）



