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Animal health requirement for horses to be exported to the United States from Japan

(Horses over 731 days of age)

1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
1.1 All horses must be accompanied by an import permit and an official health certificate written
English. The official health certificate must be signed by an official veterinarian of Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
1.2 The clitoral sinusectomy of the mare may be performed in Japan prior to export, or performed in the

United States after arrival.

2 CERTIFICATIONS

2.1 The horse has been in Japan for 60 days immediately preceding exportation.

If not, the horse is to be accompanied by a health certificate issued by a full time salaried veterinary
officer of the National Government of each country in which the horse has been during the 60 days
immediately preceding shipment to the United States.

2.2 The horse has been inspected and found free of contagious diseases, and insofar as can be
determined, exposure thereto during the 60 days immediately preceding exportation.

2.3 The horse has not been vaccinated with a live or attenuated or inactivated vaccine during the 14
days immediately preceding exportation.

2.4 The horse has not been on a premises where African horse sickness, dourine, glanders, surra,
egizootic lymphangitis, ulcerative lymphangitis, equine piroplasmosis, equine infectious anemia
(EIA), Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis of CEM has occurred during the 60 days immediately
preceding exportation nor have these diseases occurred on any adjoining premises during the same

period of time.

3. PRE EMBARKATION REQUIREMENTS(TEST FOR CEM)
3.1 STALLIONS:

3.1.1 Collect one set of specimens from the surface of the prepuce, urethal sinus, fossa glandis
(including the diverticulum of the fossa glandis) within 30 days of export. This result must be
negative for the horse to be eligible for entry into the United States.

3.2 All specimens must be received within 48 hours of collection by a laboratory approved by the
animal health authorities of Japan.

3.3 The dates and times of specimen collection and culturing, and the results of such cultures with the
name of the laboratory must be recorded on the health certificate.

3.4 The horse must not have been bred naturally nor by artificial insemination from the period of time
after specimen collection to the date of export.

3.5 MARES: (Option for clitoral sinusectomy in the Untied States)

3.5.1 Collect one set of specimens from the clitoral sinuses within 30 days prior to export. This result
must be negative for the horse to be eligible for entry into the United States.



3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

MARES: (Option for clitoral sinusectomy in Japan)

3.6.1 Surgically remove clitoral sinuses no less than 30 days prior to export.

3.6.2 Within two hours prior to surgery - Collect a specimen from the clitoral sinuses and submit with
removed clitoral sinuses to approved laboratory.

3.6.3 After Surgery - Collect a specimen from the clitoral fossa within 30 days prior to export.

3.6.4 All culture results must be negative for the horse to be eligible for entry into the United States.

All specimens must be received within 48 hours of collection by a laboratory approved by the animal

health authorities of Japan.

The dates and times of specimen collection and culturing, and the results of such cultures with the

name of the laboratory must be recorded on the health certificate.

The horse must not have been bred naturally nor by artificial insemination from the period of time

after specimen collection to the date of export.

4. U.S.ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

4.1

4.2

4.3

Horses imported into the United States are required to be detained at the port of entry while tests for
dourine, glanders, equine piroplasmosis, and EIA are conducted. Horses that are positive to tests for
any of these diseases will be refused entry.

Upon completion of U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) import quarantine and testing
requirements, the mare or stallion must be consigned to a State approved to receive mares and
stallions from CEM-affected countries to undergo the prescribed CEM treatment and testing requirements.

Mares with an incomplete sinusecomy or option for surgery in the United States.

4.3.1 Surgery must be performed at The College of Veterinary Medicine, University of California,
Davie, California or The School of Veterinary Medicine, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York.

4.3.2 Within two hours prior to surgery - collect a specimen from the clitoral sinuses and submit with
removed clitoral sinuses (or portion) to the National Services Laboratories, (NVSL), Ames, lowa
or to a laboratory approved by USDA, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).

4.3.3 Following the surgery and inspection by an APHIS inspector, the mare must be moved to the
State of destination shown on the permit.

4.3.4 Within 2 hours to treatment collect a specimen from the clitoral fossa.

4.3.5 For 5 consecutive days - clean and wash (2 percent chlorhexidine and coat with not less than 0.2
percent nitrofurazone ointment) the external genitalia and vaginal vestibule.

4.3.6 Wait 7 days after cleaning and washing.

4.3.7 Nonpregnant Mares - collect three separate sets of specimens not less than 7 days apart from the
clitoral fossa.

4.3.8 Collect one additional specimen from the endometrium of the uterus during estrus.

4.3.9 Pregnant Mares - same as above except:
4.3.9.1 Seven days after foaling - collect three specimens from the endometrium of the uterus

and one specimen from the foal.

4.3.9.2 Female foal - collect from vaginal vestibule.

4.3.9.3 Male foal - collect from the prepuce.



Animal health requirement for horses to be exported to the United States from Japan

pe

(Horses less than 731 days old and geldings)

Geldings and horses less than 731 days old (weanings and yealings) may be imported from Japan without

rmit. A valid health certificate from Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is required. An official

veterinarian of Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisgeries must certify that the horses have:

1.

Been in Japan for 60 days immediately preceding exporation.

If the horses have not been in Japan 60 days immediately preceding importation. they are to be
accompanied by a like certificate issued by a fulltime salaried veterinary officer of the National
Government of each country in which the horses have been during the 60 dyas immediately preceding
shipment to the United States.

Been inspected and found free of contagious diseases and, insofar as can be determined, exposure there
to during the 60 days immediately preceding exportation.

Not been vaccinated with a live or attenuated or inactivated vaccine during the 14 days immediately
preceding exportation.

Not been on premises where African horse sickness, dourine, glanders, surra, epizootic lymphangitis,
ulcerative lymphangitis, equine piroplasmosis (EP), equine infectious anemia (EIA), contagious equine
metritis (CEM), or Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis has occurred during the 60 days immediately
preceding exportation, nor have these diseases occurred on any adjoining premises during this same
period of time.

Horses imported into the United States from Japan are required to be detained at the port of entry while
tests for durine, glanders, EP, and EIA are conducted. It takes about 3 days from the date of arrival of the
horses at the port of entry before the rest results become available. Horses that test positive for any of
these diseases will be refused entry.



