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Ranunculus asiaticus flowers were initially propagated by time-
consuming bulb division. However, the breeding process was accelerated
after 1980 by meristem cloning techniques and F1 hybrids were devel-
oped. As a result, cut flower production increased. Special characteristics
of Japanese Ranunculus asiaticus cultivars are a long shelf life, a wide
cultivar range and large flower sizes (middle to extra large).

Number of varieties: 257 Distribution periods: January to April, December
Production areas: Miyasaki, Nagasaki, Nagano, and Yamagata
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Japanese Gentiana cultivars have a longer shelf life, stronger stems and a
wider cultivar range than those grown in other countries.

Number of varieties: 182 Distribution periods: July to October
Production areas: |wate, Akita, Yamagata, and Fukushima
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Japanese Rosa cultivars have softer, more delicate petals and stems, as
well as more diverse flower shapes and a wider color range than those
grown in other countries. Other unique characteristics include numerous

spray-types.

Number of varieties: 2,299 Distribution period: Year-round
Production areas: Aichi, Shizuoka, Fukuoka, and Yamagata
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Japanese seed companies developed upward-blooming Helianthus
annuus cultivars with short cultivation periods. Breeding improvements
since 1990 have resulted in this being an important cut flower in the
global market. A wide cultivar range is a special characteristic of Japanese
Helianthus annuus.

Number of varieties: 106 Distribution period: April to September
Production areas: Chiba, Nagano, Yamagata, and Hokkaido
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Matthiola incana varieties were originally introduced to Japan from the
United States. Since 1970, Japanese growers have cultivated strong-
stemmed varieties with a long shelf life. Japanese Matthiola incana culti-
vars have become popular with growers throughout the world.

Number of varieties: 285 Distribution period: January to April, November to December
Production areas: Chiba, Yamagata, Aichi, and Fukushima
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The beautiful, large emerald colored leaves are a special feature of this
fern that is used in many floral arrangements. Japanese Asplenium culti-
vars are also popular as potted plants for indoor decoration.

Number of varieties: 8 Distribution period: Year-round
Production areas: Kagoshima and Okinawa
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Various cultivars of Spiraea are produced as materials for Ikebana. Soft,
delicate blossoms cover the branches of the stems. An abundance of blos-
soms per stem is a special feature of Japanese Spiraea cultivars.

Number of varieties: 24 Distribution period: January to April
Production areas: Shizuoka, Gunma, Ibaraki, and Fukushima
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