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DISCUSSION PAPER

• Preliminary step for starting new work 

• Content: 

provides a background of the issues 

explains how the proposed new work: (i) intends to address the issue; (ii) fits in 
Codex work and strategic plan 

analyses gaps in Codex documents (if applicable)

provides scientific data and identifies needs for scientific advice (if 
applicable) 

• Purposes: verify interest of other members and support; identify 
partners to carry out the work; review the scope

• May or may not include a project document

• It is usually announced at the previous meeting under other business



PROJECT DOCUMENT

• the purposes and the scope 

• its relevance and timeliness 

• the main aspects to be covered; 

• an assessment against the Criteria for the establishment of work priorities

• relevance to the Codex strategic objectives 

• information on the relation between the proposal and other existing Codex documents

• identification of any requirement for and availability of expert scientific advice

• identification of any need for technical input to the standard from external bodies so that 
this can be planned for

• the proposed time-line for completion of the new work, including the start date, the proposed 
date for adoption at Step 5, and the proposed date for adoption by the Commission; the 
time frame for developing a standard should not normally exceed five years. 



CRITICAL REVIEW

• Examination of proposals for development/revision of standards, taking into account the 
“Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities" 

• The strategic plan of the Commission and the required supporting work of independent risk 
assessment

• Identifying the standard setting needs of developing countries 

• Advice on establishment and dissolution of committees and task forces, including ad hoc 
cross-committee task forces (in areas where work falls within several committee mandates) 

• Preliminary assessment of the need for expert scientific advice and the availability of such 
advice from FAO, WHO or other relevant expert bodies, and the prioritisation of that 
advice

• Exception: New work on numerical standards in accordance with criteria established by the 
relevant Committees, this includes MRLs for pesticides, veterinary drugs, GSFA, GSCTFF, 
INS.



The decision to undertake new work or revision of individual maximum
residue limits for pesticides or veterinary drugs, or the maintenance of the
General Standard on Food Additives, the General Standard on
Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed, the Food Categorisation
including related methods of analysis and sampling plans including related
methods of analysis and sampling plans System and the International
Numbering System, shall follow the procedures established by the Committees
concerned and endorsed by the Commission. (Codex Procedural Manual –
Section II “Elaboration of Codex texts”)

EXCEPTIONS



EXAMPLES









The mechanism for a Member to propose compounds for inclusion in the Priority List is to 
reply to the Circular Letter on Priority

Member has proposed the compound



ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Member(s) submitting the request for inclusion

Veterinary drug names

Trade names

Chemical names and CAS registry number

Names and addresses of basic producers

PURPOSE, SCOPE AND RATIONALE

Identification of the food safety issue (residue 
hazard)

Assessment against the criteria for the inclusion on 
the priority list

RISK PROFILE ELEMENTS

Justification for use

Veterinary use pattern, including information on 
approved uses if available

Commodities for which Codex MRLs are required

Template for information necessary for prioritazation by CCRVDF

RISK ASSESSMENT NEEDS AND QUESTIONS FOR THE RISK

ASSESSORS

Specific request to risk assessors

AVAILABLE INFORMATION

Countries where the veterinary drugs are 
registered

National/Regional MRLs or any other 
applicable tolerances

List of data (pharmacology, toxicology, 
metabolism, residue depletion, analytical 
methods) available

TIMETABLE

Date when data could be submitted to JECFA

When preparing a preliminary risk profile, 

Member(s) should take into account the updated data 

requirement, to enable evaluation of a veterinary 

drug for the establishment of an ADI and MRLs, 

published by JECFA.





BENEFITS AND CHALLENGES



Project document

• Part of the process

• Identification of timeframe (allow 
CCEXEC to monitor progress)

• Relationship with other texts

• Clarify scope and purpose of the 
work

• Assist in the development of work

BENEFITS

Discussion paper

• Identification of the issue / concern

• Verification of support and interest

• Identify partners in the elaboration

• Facilitate the preparation of the 
project document



Project document

• Clarity of purpose and scope of 
the work

• Assessment against the criteria for 
new work (in particular for 
commodity standards)

• Relationship with other texts

CHALLENGES

Discussion paper

• Clarity and focus

• Provide evidence of the 
international relevance of the 
work 

• Explain the relations with other 
documents



Thank you for your attention

Now it’s your turn for making comments and 

asking questions 


