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The Japan External Trade Organization or JETRO Bangkok is going to carmy out
"JAPAN PAVILION®, one of the biggest exhibition Zones for Japanese fruits and
vegetables displayed by nine Japanese companies, at "Asia Fruits Logistica" event,
during Septernber 5-7, 2007, 13:00-18:00 hrs., Queen Sirikit National Convention
Center. Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan entrusts the running of
"JAPAN PAVILION® to JETRO Bangkaok.

Yoichi Kato, JETRO Bangkok President, said "JETRO promotes this special exhibition
of Japanese fresh fruits and vegetables particularly because the merits of the Japan-
Thailand Econormic Partnership Agreement (JTERPA) will bring about Iower tariffs
imposed to Japanese fruits that are imported into Thailand. After JTEPA takes effect,
the tariffs for pears, peaches, persimmons and apples will be waived to 0%, while those
for melons, grapes, and Japanese yam will be reduced every year. It assumed to be
take effect between October and December this year. Therefare, it is a good
opportunity Thai food industry and consumers to enjoy better quallty Japanese frults at
lower prices.
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JETRO will give away FREE DAY PASSES, worth 30 USD each, to wholesale buyers,
retailers, importers, and exporters. Register now by calling 0-2253-2021#1 24 until
Monday, August 27, 2007,

Mr. Seiji Tazo, Trade Promation Director, JETRC Bangkok, said "JAPAN PAVILION
showcases better quality Japanese frults and agricultural produce, which have been
‘nurtured with care’ by Japanese farmers using Japanese local wisdoms. For example,
covering fruits with paper shileds to protect the buds and baby fruits from insects,
diseases and harsh rains; placing reflection sheets under apple trees to expose the
buds to more sunlight; and dropping small and extra fruits to enlarge remaining fruits
on the trees

"The exhibition is desinged to portray the colorful ambience of Japan as well as the
good nature of Japanese farmers who nurture fruits and crops with their happy hears.
Much has been said that these Japanese farmers tend the fruits as caring-rmindedly as
If the fruits were their own babies," said Mr. Tazo.

Asia Fruit Logistica is the world's leading exhibition and convention event for the
marketing of fresh fruits and vegetables which has been held in Berlin every year since
1993. The event is to be held for the first time in Asia because of the dynarnism of the
Asian markets.

There will be nine Japanese companies participating in the JARPAN PAVILION, whose
iterns of highlights include pears, peaches, persimmaons, grapes, melons and Japanese
warm.

For FREE 50 ENTRANCE TICKETS exclusively for fruit and vegetable buyers, retailers,
and importers, call 0-2253-2021#124 . For more information, visit
w351 afruitlogistica.com

For more information, please contact
Chutima Duangpanich,

FR Dept.,

JETRO Bangkok,

Tel, 0 2553 6441 ext. 147

Back to August 14, 2007 Headlines
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Japanese expect fruit windfall
Source - The Nation Website (Eng)
Friday, August 31, 2007 08:48

Large share of Thai market eyed, while tropical produce heads in other
direction. Japanese fruit exports to Thailand are expected to grow by 20 to 50 per cent
per year, thanks to the soon-to-be implemented Japan-Thailand Economic Partnership
Agreement (JTEPA), the Japan External Trade Organisation says.

Last year, Japan's exports of agricultural and aquacultural goods to Thailand
reached a value of 18.8 billion yen (Bt5.58 billion at today's rates), and according to the
Customs Department, the total value of imported Japanese fruit and farm products
grew by 7.8 per cent to US$2.25 million (Bt77.22 million) last year.

The JTEPA, signed in April, is expected to be implemented in November. It
aims to abolish import tariffs and reduce trade barriers between the two countries.

Seiji Tazo, the director of the Japan External Trade Organisation's (Jetro)
Trade Promotion Department, said yesterday that Japanese fruit and agricultural
products should enjoy high benefits from the free-trade pact. It will eliminate tariffs on
more than 92 per cent of products listed under bilateral trade.

"There is not enough temperate fruit reaching the Thailand market to meet
local demand," he said. "The Thai market should increase its demand for Japanese fruit
after the JTEPA because of much lower prices following the tariff reductions.”

On the other hand, Japan is expected to increase its imports of tropical fruit
from Thailand.

Japanese fruit exports to the Kingdom are currently subjected to a
40-per-cent tariff. The duty on four Kinds of fruit - apples, persimmons, peaches and
pears - will fall to zero in the first year after the pact is implemented.

Japanese tariff charges on imports of Thai fruit - including durian, mangoes,
mangosteens, coconuts and papaya - will be reduced to zero at the same time. Tariffs on
other kinds of Thai fruit will fall to zero within 10 years.

Thai tariffs on Japanese melons will fall to zero in 2009, and similar duties
on other Japanese fruits will be abolished in 2012.

Tazo said the retail price of Japanese fruit should fall by 40 per cent after the
agreement is implemented, depending on the kind of fruits and the sales outlet.

At present, the Thai market gets its temperate fruit from China, the United
States, Australia and New Zealand. China is Thailand's main supplier, with about 52
per cent of market value, followed by American fruit with a 20-per-cent market share
and Australia with 4 per cent.
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Following implementation of the JTEPA, Japan aims to capture a much
bigger share than its current one per cent of Thailand's imported fruit market, Tazo
said.

As part of a plan to promote Japanese fruit in Thailand, nine Japanese
exporters will take part in the Asia Fruits Logistics 2007 fair at the Queen Sirikit
National Convention Centre, starting on Wednesday. They will display their produce at
a Japan pavilion.

Taichi Kawano, the director of Murahata (Thailand), one of nine firms
joining the fair, said his company can provide many kinds of fruits for Thai consumers,
including melons, persimmons, grapes, pears and apples.

Murahata opened its first fruit parlour at CentralWorld last year, and is
considering opening outlets at all Central department stores.

Petchanet Pratruangkrai

The Nation

110



)

200 8 14 12 32

Asia Fruit Logistica (

JTEPA
10
50
0-2253-2021 124 8 27
(JAPAN PAVILION)

9
(AsiaFruit Logidtica)
2007 9
5 7 13 18
(JTEPA)
10 12
30
0-2253-2021 124 2007 8 27 50
2536 1993
9
50
0-2253-2021 124
www.asiafruitlogistica.com
0-2553-6441 147
E Jesiree Esaparn {jensireef@lyahoo.com}

111





