
 

 

 

 

Recommendations 
 

 

Special Seminar on Food Security, 

Focusing on Water Management and Sustainable Agriculture 
40th Years of ASEAN- Japan Friendship and Cooperation 

 

 

The participants of the Special Seminar on Food Security, Focusing on Water 

Management and Sustainable Agriculture, a commemorative event of 40th 

anniversary of ASEAN-Japan Friendship and Cooperation, held on 5-7 

September 2013 in Niigata, Japan, exchanged their views on food security in 

Southeast Asia region and reached to the following common recognition:  

 RECALLING that the Declaration on the World Summit on Food 

Security in November 2009 decided to promote new investment to 

increase sustainable agricultural production and productivity, and 

reduce poverty, while recognising that increasing agricultural 

productivity is the main means to meet the increasing demand for food 

given the constraints on expanding land and water used for food, 

 RECALLING that the Niigata Declaration on APEC Food Security 

Ministerial Meeting in October 2010 agreed to pursue the shared goals of 

(i) sustainable development of the agriculture sector and (ii) facilitation of 

trade and investment, 

 RECALLING that the G20 Agriculture Ministerial Declaration on Action 

Plan on Food Price Volatility and Agriculture in June 2011 recognised an 

important role of agricultural polices to challenge the improvement in 

land and water management and agriculture technologies to increase 

agricultural productivity on sustainable basis, 

 RECALLING that the ASEAN Plus Three Leaders’ Joint Statement in 

November 2012 decided to strengthen regional efforts to enhance 

cooperation in agriculture sector in order to increase agricultural 

production and productivity, taking into account the diversity of 

environmental conditions and positive externalities of agriculture, 

 RECALLING that the Chiang Mai Declaration on the Second Asia-Pacific 

Water Summit in May 2013 declared to improve irrigation systems in 

agriculture sector which consume a huge volume of water resources as a 

part of the plans to promote water use efficiency, 

 

We propose recommendations as follows and encourage our governments for 

their maximum efforts to realise:  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

1. Ensure availability and stability of food supply for our citizens through 

enhancement of domestic and regional agriculture production and 

distribution, while recognising that increase of agriculture production 

and productivity through sustainable agriculture to cope with the 

increase of global population and food demand along with economic 

growth is our common challenge.  

2. Strengthen the linkages of value chain between agriculture production, 

processing, distribution and food service industry to maximize 

advantages and values of rural areas and encourage crop diversification 

and necessary data collection/sharing for food security. Encourage 

quality seeds production and distribution with cooperation from farmers, 

private sector as well as development partner to enhance productivity 

3. Promote investment in development and management of irrigation and 

drainage facilities, since these facilities are effective and indispensable 

to increase agriculture production  

4. Provide appropriate maintenance to extend durable life of existing 

irrigation facilities and rehabilitation of the deteriorating facilities as 

they are inheritances to the next generation and essential social capitals 

to provide food security and resilient agriculture to global climate 

change and possible natural disasters 

5. Promote participatory irrigation management involving farmers and 

related organisations, together with research and development for new 

appropriate technologies for water conservation and production 

improvement. 

6. Provide support for farmers in disadvantaged areas as well as 

community based resource conservation activities to enhance efficient 

use of farmland and water as fundamental resources, from the viewpoint 

of maintaining  multi-functionality of agriculture that include functions 

for flood prevention and conservation of ecosystems, biodiversity, 

landscape and traditional culture  

7. Share experiences and Best Practices towards sustainable agriculture 

and efficient water management activities in paddy cultivation  

8. Request continual support of "Project for Strengthening Capacity 

Building in Agriculture Sector in ASEAN Countries" (CB Project), since 

ASEAN–Japan cooperation is playing an important role in promoting 

effective water use in the region through building capacity of agriculture 

leaders as well as farmers 

9. Share Japan’s experience in land/farm consolidation/cooperation/leasing 

for farm production efficiency and natural resource utilisation 

considering that farmers in ASEAN Member states are getting old 

 

 



 

 

 

10. Encourage younger generation to venture in entire agro-food value chain 

11. Encourage diversification in consumption by promoting local staples 

12. Promote cooperation in Research and Development for sustainable 

agriculture and emerging issues to ensure food security including 

climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

 

The participants also agreed to share the outcomes of the Special Seminar 

and submit to SOM-AMAF Plus Three and AMAF Plus Three.  

 

                        Niigata，Japan 

7 September 2013 


