
Japanese agriculture, forestry and fi sheries and rural areas are engaged in a variety of 
work: conservation of national land, protection of water resources, preservation of the 
natural environment, creation of landscapes and the passing down of culture as well as 
serving as the base of food industry. The multifunctional roles of agriculture, forestry and 
fi sheries and rural areas are valuable assets for the country and should be maintained and 
used to their full potential. 

Living with and Fully Utilizing Nature

Conservation of National Land 
and Prevention of Disasters

Nurturing of Natural Riches 
and Diverse Life Forms

● Forests have functions to 
prevent landslides by 
developing tree roots 
running underground and 
to adjust the fl ow rate of 
rivers by absorbing rain-
water in soil generated 
through the accumulation 
of fallen leaves. The resto-
ration of degraded forests 
will improve these 
functions.

● Forests in Japan provide 
habitats for wildlife, includ-
ing about 200 species of 
birds, about 700 species of 
trees and about 2,000 
species of shrubs and 
grass.

● Forests have functions to 
prevent global warming by 
absorbing CO2, one of the 
major causes of global warming.

● Paddy fi elds have functions 
to prevent fl oods and 
submergence in surround-
ing areas by temporarily 
storing rainwater.

● Water stored in paddy 
fi elds permeates soil and 
gradually becomes ground-
water, and helps ensure 
stable river fl ows.

● Agricultural fi elds and 
reservoirs provide habitats 
for diverse living organisms.

● There are about 6,300 
fi shery settlements and 
about 160,000 fi shing 
vessels in service at coastal 
areas in Japan. They form a 
network which fulfi lls 
various functions such as 
providing sea rescue and 
disaster relief, environmen-
tal monitoring and border 
patrol, with the aim of 
protecting individuals and 
community safety.

● Seaweed beds covered 
with marine algae supply 
oxygen to water and pro-
vide fi sh with a place for 
spawning and nursery.

● Tidelands provide habitats 
for various life organisms, 
including shellfi sh and 
lugworms. These organ-
isms have functions to 
break down nutrients brought by rivers, including nitrogen and 
phosphorus, and to purify seawater.

Other Functions
● Creation of beautiful landscapes
● Inheritance of traditional culture
● Nurturing of a rich spirit through environmental 

education and experiential learning
● Promotion of health by providing opportunities to have 

contact with nature through leisure and sports activities
● Avoidance of the temperature rise in summer in 

surrounding urban areas by paddy fi elds

Forests Forests

Paddy 
fi elds

Agricultural 
fi elds

Seacoasts
Seas
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Prevention of landslides by 
restoration of forests

Prevention of fl oods

Sea rescue

Contact with nature

Habitats for living 
organisms

Maintenance of clean seawater

Estimated Value of the Multifunctional Roles of 
Japanese Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
● Agriculture: Approx. 8 trillion yen
● Forestry: Approx. 70 trillion yen
● Fisheries and fi shing community: Approx. 11 trillion yen

Source:  Science Council of Japan 
Estimates for agriculture and forestry in November 2001 and estimates for fi sheries and fi shing 
community in August 2004.

* Evaluations were made for those parts of the roles evaluable in monetary value. 

Multifunctional Roles of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries and Rural Areas  
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Making Use of the Cyclical 
Function of Nature Coexistence and Exchanges between Urban and Rural Areas

Efforts to Protect Rural 
Resources by Communities    

Biodiversity refers to the fact that there is a variety of life on 
earth and that this life coexists and is connected through 
diverse environments. It could be said that agriculture, for-
estry and fi sheries are activities that utilize the cyclical func-
tion relating to diverse types of life in the natural world. 
Our continued endeavors help to create unique natural 
environments that include regional land, forests and coastal 
seas, along with providing a nurturing environment for diverse 
types of fl ora and fauna. 

Farmland and agricultural waterways, which are important 
rural resources developed by and managed through commu-
nity collaborative activities, play various important roles such 
as food production, fl ood prevention and providing habitats 
for diversifi ed ecosystems. However, it is becoming increas-
ingly diffi cult to manage and maintain such rural resources 
due to aging in rural areas. MAFF supports efforts by rural 
communities with the participation of a wide variety of farm-
ers and other people in order to protect these rural resources.  

◆  Rural Areas (Satochi-Satoyama)

Rice paddies do more than 
just produce rice; they 
nurture frogs and loaches as 
well as storks that feed on 
these living creatures. For 
this reason, it is important to 
develop rice paddies in a way 
that is kind to biodiversity 
such as through sustainable 
agriculture and establishing 
fi sh passages.    

◆  Forests

A myriad of living creatures 
inhabit and grow in forests. 
Appropriate thinning brings 
more light to a forest and 
enables many plants to grow 
close to the ground. 

◆  Coastal Sea (Satoumi) and Oceanic 
Areas

Seaweed beds and tidelands 
in coastal sea areas are 
growing and egg-laying sites 
for a diverse array of living 
creatures are purifying 
wastewater and other 
land-based pollution. 
Conservation activities such 
as cleanups as well as 
creation of seaweed beds 
and tidelands are critical.  

◆  Discover Countryside Treasures in Japan

Mottainai Project to increase consumption of local fi sh
Hagi City, Yamaguchi Prefecture

Experiencing traditional lifestyles and activities in farming and 
fi shing villages by urban people
Shibetsu Town, Hokkaido Prefecture

Increasing employment through promotion of local-consumption-of- 
local-produce restaurants
Ohnan Town, Shimane Prefecture

Revitalizing abandoned farmland and promoting agricultural 
production in collaboration with companies and volunteers 
countrywide
Hokuto City, Yamanashi Prefecture

Revitalizing a community by activities together with an increase in 
new residents moving into the community from other regions
Nachikatsuura Town, Wakayama Prefecture

Conserving and restoring sustainable human-infl uenced woodland 
and natural environment
Tsukuba City, Ibaraki Prefecture

Rural resources such as abundant nature, food and culture 
attract the attention of urban residents. Making effective use of 
these rural resources through locally conceived, creative ways 
in the form of green tourism, education for children and health 
maintenance for the elderly leads to revitalization of, and 
increased income and employment for, rural communities. 

MAFF encourages coexistence and 
exchanges between urban and rural areas 
through connection with tourism, educa-
tion and welfare in order to give a boost 
to efforts by rural communities. 

To really draw out the potential of rural communities and realize 
strong agriculture, forestry and fi sheries as well as beautiful, 
vibrant rural areas, MAFF is conducting a campaign encourag-
ing people to discover countryside treasures in Japan by 

selecting the best examples of efforts aimed at regional revital-
ization and income enhancement and disseminating these 
countrywide.  

Farmers and local inhabitants cooperate to conserve rural resources such 
as channels and farm roads. 

Measures against Damage Caused by 
Wildlife
In recent years, damage to crops and so forth by wildlife such as deer and boars has been 
escalating. In addition to directly damaging crops, the damage caused by wildlife reduces 
farmers’ motivation and increases abandoned uncultivated land, which in turn leads to 
further damage by wildlife as part of a vicious cycle. In response, MAFF supports initiatives 
by rural communities to prevent damage that include the installation of fences to prevent 
wildlife from entering, the capture of wildlife and other activities to repel wildlife. We also 
support the improvement of meat processing facilities on the back of rising momentum 
toward the utilization of captured wildlife for human consumption.    

A radish fi eld that has been 
spoiled by monkeys 

A planted forest where the bark 
has been damaged by deer 

People in rural areas manage rural resources on a community basis, 
including the removal of mud from channels and mowing along farm roads.   

Farmers take steps to preserve the rural environment through such means 
as monitoring aquatic life in channels with children. 

Multifunctional Roles of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries and Rural Areas  
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Amid rising interest in the environment and energy, agricultural programs are conducted 
nationwide with a shift in focus to environmental and energy-related measures. Efforts are 
also being made to create a recycling-oriented society that include the reduction of food 
loss and waste and the utilization of resources in rural areas.      

Toward the Creation of a Sustainable Society

Close to 19 million tons of food waste is generated per annum 
in food production, food distribution and the food service 
industry in Japan. By recycling food waste as feedstuff and 
fertilizer, MAFF aims to both reduce waste disposal and create 
a recycling-oriented society with minimal environmental burden.

Recycling of Food Waste

Biomass as a Local Organic Resource

Biogas power generation facility 

Biomass refers to organic resources such as wood, food waste, domestic 
animal waste and sewage sludge available in a wide array of applications, 
including power generation, heat, fuel and materials. Through the use of bio-
mass, MAFF aims to create local industry and employment, strengthen energy 
supply and create biomass industrialized areas that help form a recycling-
oriented society.     

Taking Back Waste

“Food loss” refers to discarded food even though it is still 
edible. A total of 6,420,000 tons of food loss is generated every 
year in Japan. It is equal to the amount of fi sh and seafood 
supplied for consumption in Japan.
 In order to reduce this food loss, the “NO-FOODLOSS 
PROJECT” is conducted as a national campaign to minimize 
food loss through private and public sector collaboration with 
“Let’s take back waste!” as its slogan.

Rural areas, which make up a large part of Japan, possess an 
abundance of resources such as water and land and have high 
potential for renewable energy use. Moreover, the Feed-in Tariff 
scheme provides the opportunity for signifi cant business profi t 
when generating renewable energy and the possibility of new 

income. For that reason, MAFF is promoting initiatives to con-
tribute to the development of regional agriculture, forestry and 
fi sheries in conjunction with the introduction of renewable 
energy while properly coordinating utilization of land.

Promoting the Introduction of Renewable Energy 

Solar power generation Small hydroelectric power generationWind power generation

Rind puffi ng in a 
mandarin (photo at left)

Provided by NARO Institute 
of Fruit Tree Science

Concerns over the Impact of Climate Change

As adaptation to climate change, in which the impact on 
agriculture, forestry and fi sheries is a concern, MAFF is taking 
a number of steps: a focused response relating to irrigated rice 
and fruit trees, pests, weeds and natural disasters, which have 
a signifi cant social impact; utilization of opportunities stemming 
from climate change such as a shift to subtropical fruit trees; 
and promotion of research and development. We also promote 
the shift to energy-saving greenhouse horticulture using heat 
pumps and woody biomass and the extension of energy-saving 
farm machinery in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

● Impact of Climate Change on Agriculture

Existing Effects of Climate Change

MAFF promotes eco-friendly agriculture nationwide. This refers 
to sustainable agriculture applying the cyclical function of 
nature, paying attention to a harmonious balance with produc-
tivity and contributing to the reduction of environmental burden 

due to the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides. In recent 
years, we also support farming that is highly effective in 
mitigation of global warming and conserving biodiversity.    

Green manure cropping and using compost on fi elds have the 
effect to increase the carbon stock in the soil, which leads to the 
mitigation of global warming. In addition, a diverse array of living 

creatures are free to grow since organic farming does not use 
chemical fertilizer or agricultural chemicals. 

Agriculture Applying the Cyclical Function of Nature

◆  Farming Effective in Curbing Global Warming and Conserving Biodiversity 

Green manure cropping Organic farmingUsing compost on fi elds

Total waste 

19,270,000t 

● Amount of Food Waste Generated by 
Food-Related Operators (FY2013) 

Food 
manufacture 
 15,940,000t

(83%) 

Restaurant 
industry

 1,880,000t
(10%)

Food wholesaler  
210,000t 

(1%)

Food retailer 
1,240,000t

(6%)

NO-FOODLOSS PROJECT

[Production, distribution]
・ Promote revision of business practices 

concerning production, distribution 
and sale
・Support food bank activities

[Food service industry]
・Clean Your Plate Campaign, etc.

[Household, consumer]
Strategic communication using retail 
chains, mass media, SNS, etc.
(Awareness-raising, promote 
understanding of “use-by” dates, 
eco-cooking, etc.)

Change in 
individual 
awareness 

and behavior 

Food loss from food-related operators
3,310,000t/yr 

Food loss from households
3,120,000t/yr

• Excess inventory, returned goods 
(production, distribution, sale) 

• Cooking scraps, leftovers 
(food service industry) 

• Cooking scraps
• Leftovers, untouched food waste 

Current

2060s

Suitable region (average annual temperature 15-18°C)
Warmer region
Cooler region

Satsuma mandarin

Environment and Energy Policy
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Japan’s forest resources, which were planted after World War II, have reached a suitable 
period for utilization. It is important to engage in the cyclic use of forest resources and 
make forestry a progressive industry. 

Utilization of Forest Resources in the 
Suitable Period 

Increasing Forest Resources

Incredible Potential in Wood 
Use

Making Forestry a Progressive Industry Based on the Cyclic Use of 
Forest Resources

In order to promote the cyclic use of forest resources that have 
entered a period of full-scale use and contribute to a progressive 
forestry industry, MAFF is trying to promote new demand for 
timber, creating a stable and effi cient supply system for 

domestic forest resources in accordance with consumer needs, 
and maintaining and improving the multifunctional roles of 
forests through forest improvement and conservation by way of 
thinning and other means.

Since the development of new wooden building materials such 
as fi re-preventive glued laminated timber, the use of wood 
products is increasingly promoted in large-scale facilities that 

previously used different materials, including commercial 
facilities and public facilities such as schools. 

◆  Aging Forests with at Least 50 Years 
Growth Increasing Annually 

◆  Increase in Planted Forests Mainly

◆  Timber as an Energy-Saving Material

◆  Supply of Domestic Logs for Plywood 
Materials Growing Signifi cantly 

◆  Growing Use of Wooden Public Buildings

Japan’s land area covered by forests remains approximately 25 
million hectares in recent years. On the other hand, the volume of 
forest stock continues to increase steadily, standing at 4.9 billion 
cubic meters (as of 2012), which is roughly double that of the 
1975-1984 period. In particular, the increase in volume of planted 
forests is remarkable. 

The fi gure on the right shows carbon emissions during produc-
tion for wood products (air dried lumber, kiln dried lumber, 
plywood, particle board) as well as steel, aluminum, concrete 
and other materials. Wood products generate an extremely low 
volume of carbon compared with materials such as steel and 
concrete. This means that wood products contribute signifi -
cantly to curb the mitigation of global warming.

In recent years, the improvement of processing techniques has 
enabled the effective use of small-diameter logs such as ones 
from forest thinning. Accordingly, domestic conifer is increas-
ingly used as plywood materials. 

Looking at the area of planted forests by age class, although 
many require thinning, the number of planted forests of an age 
class (at least 50 years) in which the resources are suitable for 
utilization is increasing yearly. 

Development and Introduction 
of New Timber Products
CLT (Cross Laminated Timber) refers to thick-type panels 
made from lumber boards that are glued together, alternating 
the direction of their fi bers for each layer. This provides the 
benefi ts of exceptional thermal insulation, energy-saving 
effects and earthquake resistance in addition to short con-
struction time at building sites owing to the simple workman-
ship. It is hoped that CLT will open the path to a shift to wood 
in urban architecture based on domestic wood.

CLT made of cedar

A three-story company dormitory using CLT 
(Otoyo Town, Kochi Prefecture)   

Wood recycling logo

Osaka Mokuzai Nakagai Kaikan (Osaka City, Osaka 
Prefecture): Fire-resistant structure
Photo: T. HAHAKURA

Akita International University Library (Akita City, Akita Prefecture) School building (Shinshiro City, Aichi Prefecture)

● Carbon Emissions per Cubic Meter during 
Production of Each Material

● Area of Planted Forests by Age Class

24,000
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Source:  Forestry Agency’s “Annual Report on Forest and Forestry in Japan Fiscal Year 2012” (as of 
March 31, 2012)

Notes 1:  Each forest age class (planted forests) covers a span of 5 years. Class 1 = 1-5 years with 
the year the seedlings are planted given as year 1.

 2:  Forest area covered by forest planning based on Article 5 and Article 7 of the Forest Act

Source: Forestry Agency’s Carbon Research Project
Note:  Carbon emissions are calculated by converting the energy required during production to 

amount of fossil fuel consumed.   
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Making Forestry a Progressive Industry
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Sustainable Use through Proper 
Fishing Resources Management

Global consumption of fi shery products is rising annually primarily on the back of an 
increasing population and economic growth in developing countries. Amid these 
circumstances, a variety of initiatives have been started to revitalize Japan’s fi sheries and 
transform into a progressive industry by drawing out the potential of Japan’s fi sheries. 

Aiming for the Revitalization of Japan’s 
Fisheries  

In order to ensure the sustainable use of living aquatic 
resources, it is important to prevent excessive fi shing and 
deterioration in fi sheries environments as well as maintain and 
increase resources. Japan conducts fi shing resources manage-
ment that combines a variety of techniques depending on the 
characteristics of the fi sheries industry. 
 MAFF conducts voluntary management in the waters 
surrounding Japan, particularly the suspension of fi shing, in 
conjunction with fi shermen and in line with the fi shing license 
system and formal regulations such as the Total Allowable 
Catch (TAC) system. Efforts are also being made to recover the 
function of seaweed beds and tidelands necessary for seed 
release and to nurture fi sh. 
 Regarding international initiatives, we actively participate in 
regional fi sheries management organizations (RFMOs) and take 
a leadership role in promoting fi shing resources management 
together with the countries concerned. 

The fi sheries revitalization plan is an initiative aimed at raising 
fi shery income based on the identifi cation of a vision and 
tackling challenges in each fi shing community. This is key for 
“true revitalization” by fi shing communities. The objective is to 

increase fi shery income by 10% or higher over a period of fi ve 
years by implementing a variety of initiatives toward this goal 
around the country.

Fisheries Revitalization Plan

Promoting Export and Domestic Consumption of Fishery Products 

Japan’s fi shery products have a high valuation in international 
markets. The export value of fi shery products accounts for 
roughly 40% of total export value of agricultural, forestry and 
fi shery products and foods. Japan aims to boost annual export 
value of fi shery products to 350 billion yen in 2020, up from 170 
billion yen in 2012. To achieve this aim, efforts are being made 
to improve export circumstances, which includes that the 
Fisheries Agency has started HACCP* authorization of fi shery 
processing facilities required for exports of fi shery products to 
the EU.   
 In addition, projects such as “Fast Fish” are being under-
taken within Japan to increase fi sh consumption.
*  Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP): This is a management 

system for continuously monitoring and recording particularly important 
processes upon analyzing hazards such as contamination by microorganisms 
and infi ltration of metals during each stage ranging from the procurement of 
raw materials to the end product. 

Fast Fish Project
The “Fast Fish” project aims to promote fi shery products that are simple, 
tasty and easy to prepare. The project will make easy-to-cook seafood 
products more available even for households where people feel they 
are too busy to cook. The goal of the project is to help revitalize the 
fi sheries industry by boosting fi shery products consumption nationwide. 
Awareness-building “Fast Fish” logos can also be applied to products 
which are featured in this project.

Protecting Fishery Resources from Illegal Fishing by Foreign Fishing 
Vessels

Illegal fi shing by foreign fi shing vessels hinders the effective use 
of fi shing areas by Japan’s fi shermen and has a negative impact 
on efforts for resources management. In order to protect the 
order of operations and fi sheries resources in Japan’s surround-
ing waters, the Fisheries Agency is strengthening monitoring and 

enforcement. In addition, efforts are being made to support 
inspections and monitoring of foreign fi shing vessels by fi sher-
men and to provide relief following damage to fi shing equipment 
caused by foreign fi shing vessels.

Revitalization of Entire Fishing Community

Formulate and implement concrete solutions befi tting 
the actual condition of each fi shing community

●  Increase income of fi shermen (by 10% or higher 
over 5 years)

●  Collaboration with other industries (restaurant 
business, tourism, etc.)

Conference with regional 
fi sheries management 
organizations  

Fish haul compliant with the Total 
Allowable Catch (TAC) system 

● Export Value of Fishery Products

400

300

200

100

0

(Unit: Billion yen)

2020

Target
350.0

2012

170.0

2013

221.6

2014

233.7

+30％
+5％

Number of Fishing Patrol Vessels (as of April 2015)

Results of Inspections (cases; 2014)

Government ships (ships owned by the Fisheries Agency):  .......... 7

Chartered ships (private ships):  ................................................. 37

Total:  ........................................................................................ 44

On-board inspections:  .......... 81

Seizure of fi shing equipment 
   used in poaching:  ............. 20 

Seizure of vessel:  ................. 14 (South Korea 7, China 5, Taiwan 2)
Fisheries inspection 
offi cers head to an 
on-board inspection of 
a foreign fi shing boat

Hakuryumaru fi sheries 
inspection ship 
operated by the 
Fisheries Agency 

Initiatives to
increase 
income

(Highly fresh delivery, 
simple processing, direct 

sales, exports, etc.)

Initiatives to
minimize 

costs
(Introduction of energy-

saving equipment, 
operating cooperatives, 

etc.)

Ties with 
other 

industries 
such as tourism

Fisheries Revitalization Plan

Revitalization of Japan’s Fisheries 
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Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries

State Minister of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries

Parliamentary Vice-Minister 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries

Vice-Minister of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries

Vice-Minister for 
International Affairs

Secretary to the Minister 
of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries

●  Management 
Improvement Bureau

•Administration Division

• Management Improvement 
Policy Planning Division

• Agricultural Land Policy 
Planning Division

• Young Farmers and Women 
Division

• Agricultural Cooperatives 
Division

• Finance Division

• Agricultural Insurance 
Division

• Agricultural Insurance 
Supervisor

●  Local agencies

Regional Agricultural 
Administration Offi ces

• National Land Improvement 
Offi ces

Hokkaido District Agriculture 
Offi ce

Plant Protection Station

Animal Quarantine Service

National Veterinary Assay 
Laboratory

Policy Research Institute, 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries

Tsukuba Business-Academia 
Cooperation Support Center

Regional Forest Offi ce

• District Forest Offi ce

Forest Training Institute of the 
Forestry Agency

Fisheries Management Offi ce

Crop Production Department

• Counsellor for General Affairs 
and Direct Payment for 
Land-Extensive Farming

• Crop Production Policy 
Planning Division

• Cereal Crop Division

• Grain Trade and Operation 
Division

• Regional Agricultural 
Production Division

●  Crop Production 
Bureau

Chairman

Member of Council

Council's Secretariat

Research Councillor (Deputy 
Director-General)

• Senior Director, Research 
and Development

• Director, Research and 
Development

• Research Coordination 
Division

• Research Policy Planning 
Division

• Research Promotion Division

• Director, International 
Research

●  Agriculture,Forestry 
and Fisheries 
Research Council

●  Forestry Agency

Deputy Director-General

Forest Policy Planning 
Department

• Administration Division

• Policy Planning Division

• Forestry Management 
Improvement Division

• Wood Industry Division

• Wood Utilization Division

Private Forest Department

• Planning Division

• Forest Multiple Use and 
Conservation Division

• Forest and Forestry 
Infrastructure Improvement 
Division

• Conservation Division

• Forest Research, Extension 
and Protection Division

National Forest Department

• General Affairs Division

• National Forest Planning 
Division

• National Forest Management 
Division

Deputy Director-General

Fisheries Policy Planning 
Department

• Counsellor

• Administration Division

• Policy Planning Division

• Fisheries Management 
Improvement Division

• Fisheries Processing 
Industries and Marketing 
Division

• Director, Fisheries Insurance

Resources Management 
Department

Councillor

• Counsellor

• Resources Management 
Division

• Fisheries Management 
Division

• International Affairs Division

Resources Enhancement 
Promotion Department

• Counsellor

• Research and Technological 
Guidance Division

• Resources and Environment 
Research Division

• Fish Ranching and 
Aquaculture Division

Fisheries Infrastructure 
Department

• Planning Division

• Construction Division

• Fishing Communities 
Promotion and Disaster 
Prevention Division

●  Fisheries Agency

Director-General for Policy 
Coordination

Director-General for Technical 
Affairs

Director-General for Crisis 
Management and Policy 
Evaluation

Councillor (Deputy Director-
General for Agricultural 
Production and Marketing 
Promotion, Agricultural 
Production Bureau)

Councillor

Counsellor

Senior Counsellor for Press

•Personnel Division

•Legal Affairs Division

•Budget Division

•Policy Planning Division

• Public Relations and Policy 
Evaluation Division

•Regional Liaison Division

International Affairs 
Department

• International Policy Division

• International Economic 
Affairs Division

• International Organizations 
Division

•Regional Affairs Division

• Overseas Investment and 
Cooperation Division

Statistics Department

•Administration Division

• Management and Structure 
Statistics Division

• Production, Marketing and 
Consumption Statistics 
Division

• Director, Statistics Planning

Inspection Department

• Coordination and 
Administrative Inspection 
Division

•Inspection Division

●  Minister’s 
Secretariat

•Administration Division

•Consumer Affairs Division

•Food Safety Policy Division

• Plant Products Safety 
Division

• Animal Products Safety 
Division

•Plant Protection Division

•Animal Health Division

●  Food Safety and 
Consumer Affairs 
Bureau

•Administration Division

•Horticultural Crop Division

• Director, Regional Products 
and Industrial Crops

• Technology and Extension 
Division

• Sustainable Agriculture 
Division

Livestock Industry Department

• Livestock Industry Policy 
Planning Division

• Livestock Production 
Promotion Division

• Feed Division

• Milk and Dairy Products 
Division

• Meat and Egg Division

• Horse Race Supervision 
Division

●  Agricultural 
Production Bureau

•Administration Division

•Policy Division

• Food Cultures and Market 
Development Division

•Export Promotion Division

• Food Industrial Innovation 
Division

•Intellectual Property Division

•Biomass Policy Division

• Renewable Energy Policy 
Division

• Food Commerce and 
Marketing Division

• Food Manufacture Affairs 
Division

●  Food Industry 
Affairs Bureau

Deputy Director-General

• Administration Division

Rural Policy Department

• Rural Planning Division

• Regional Development 
Division

• Interaction Between Urban 
and Rural Areas Division

• Rural Environment Division

Rural Infrastructure 
Department

• Design Division

• Land Improvement Planning 
and Management Division

• Water Resources Division

• Farm and Rural Land 
Resources Division

• Community Infrastructure 
Division

• Disaster Prevention and 
Restoration Division

●  Rural Development 
Bureau

Organization of MAFF
(As of October 2015)

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
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Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry

Ministry of 
Land, 

Infrastructure, 
Transport and 

Tourism
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Affairs and 
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