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<Hideki Kishimoto>

Country/Region : Russia

Age : 54 years old

Current position : Brand Chef for Ichibanboshi
Japanese Cuisine Goodwill
Ambassador

\ i A

O Improving Recognition of Japanese cuisine in Russia

» One of the leading Japanese chefs in Russia, working for a Japanese
restaurant, Ichibanboshi, in Moscow for over 16 years.

» Holding demonstrations and tasting events of sushi and other Japanese
dishes at the Russian Embassy and in other local cities. Proactively creating
opportunities to promote Japanese cuisine and food culture through media,
cooking lessons, and direct sales.

+ Appointed as Japanese Cuisine Goodwill Ambassador in 2019 and
contributed to the promotion and the development of Japanese cuisine in
Russia.

Kishimoto moved to Moscow, Russia in 2004. He took part in the startup of the Japanese
restaurant Ichibanboshi, and became engaged in the business as the main staff for menu
development, etc. Currently with three restaurants in Moscow, he represents the Japanese chefs in
Russia.

With the concept of providing authentic Japanese food for Russians to enjoy, even in a place where
it is difficult to obtain Japanese ingredients like Russia, Kishimoto provides not only traditional dishes
such as sushi, tempura, noodles, and grilled fish, using ingredients imported from Japan, but also
Japanese sake, green tea and freshly made wagashi confections which are only available at
Ichibanboshi.

Kishimoto also provides opportunities to get to know Japanese cuisine and culture for both non-
professionals and professionals. He hosts rolled sushi lessons for locals contributing to the increase
in the recognition of rolled sushi in Russia. For Russian chefs, he offers master classes of fish dishes
and other Japanese dishes using Japanese ingredients such as miso to develop human resources
that can properly spread Japanese cuisine and food culture.

Kishimoto set up yatai food stalls at events not only in Moscow, but also other cities across Russia,
and gave people chances to experience Japanese food such as fakoyaki (octopus balls),
okonomiyaki (savory pancakes), and ichigo daifuku (red bean paste and strawberry wrapped in mochi
rice cakes). In reception parties for the Japanese Embassy and corporates, he provided
demonstrations of Japanese food, such as sushi. At his restaurant, he has set out many ideas to
show Russians how to eat sushi properly and contributed to spreading Japanese cuisine and food
culture.

In 2019, Kishimoto was appointed as Japanese Cuisine Goodwill Ambassador and was featured in
many local media. He is the key figure in promoting Japanese cuisine in Moscow.
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<Kensei Tomita>

Country/Region : Nepal

Age : 75 years old

Current position : Owner of Japanese Restaurant
Kotetsu
Japanese Cuisine Goodwill
Ambassador

O Promotion of Japanese cuisine in Nepal

through the management of Japanese restaurant Kotetsu

+ After being engaged in textile export, moved to Nepal and opened a Japanese
restaurant, Kotetsu, in 2006, noticing the potential demand for Japanese food in
Kathmandu.

» Succeeds in providing one and only, high-quality Japanese cuisine, in Nepal.

* Frontliner in promoting Japanese cuisine and food culture in Nepal, providing
training on cooking skills and service manners to Nepali employees as well as
providing opportunities to train in Japan.

For many years, Tomita owned and operated an Indian sari company. He moved to India in 1998
and ran a local sari factory for a few years until a client from Nepal inquired about cashmere shawls,
and with the success of exporting them to department stores in Japan, he moved his base to
Kathmandu, Nepal in 2000.

Tomita found high potential demand for Japanese food in Kathmandu, where rich Nepalis,
international business people and tourists gathered, and started the restaurant Kotetsu in 2006. Even
in inland Nepal, he continues to provide menus including high-quality sushi, sashimi and teppanyaki,
which are hard to find in other local Japanese restaurants. The restaurant has become well-known
among not only Japanese living in Nepal, but also other foreign residents, Nepalis, and tourists alike,
and his customers have spread to all over Southwest Asia. He has also invited chefs from Japan to
train Nepali chefs, and has sent Nepali chefs to Japan for apprenticeship opportunities. He has
contributed to the promotion of Japanese cuisine and its culinary culture in Nepal, as well as
developing human resources in the Japanese food sector.

Since 2013, he has been providing freshly made sushi with the new rice of the year imported from
Japan in the Emperor's birthday reception at the Embassy in Nepal, giving strong impressions of
Japanese cuisine to VIPs and diplomats in Nepal and conveying the great taste of Japanese rice to
the Nepalis.

Tomia was appointed as Japanese Cuisine Goodwill Ambassador in 2019 and he continues to
improve the culinary techniques and service qualities of the local employees. With examples like a
Nepali chef trained under him opening a Japanese restaurant in London and another chef sent to
Japan for apprenticeship entering in the “World Sushi Cup” organized by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries of Japan, he is the frontliner in the field of Japanese cuisine and culinary
culture in Nepal.
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<Tetsuya Wakuda>

Country/Region : Australia, Singapore

Age . 61 years old

Current position : Owner Chef of Tetsuya's and
Waku Ghin
Japanese Cuisine Goodwiill
Ambassador

O Leading the promotion of Japanese cuisine and Japanese

food products in Australia and Singapore

» Tetsuya's (Australia) and Waku Ghin (Singapore), where Wakuda is the owner-
chef, are high quality restaurants receiving two-stars in the Michelin Guide and
listed in the World’'s 50 Best Restaurants, and greatly contributing to the
improvement in the reputation of Japanese cuisine in the two countries.

+ Actively leads the culinary world as one of the “World’s three greatest chefs”
selected by the French magazine Courrier international, and as one of the
“100 Most Influential People” selected by the Time Magazine in the US.

Wakuda was bom in 1959 in the city of Hamamatsu, Shizuoka Prefecture and moved to Australia at
the age of 22. He started out as a part-time dish washer and built up his career at the famous French
restaurants Kinsela’s and Ultimo’s, and finally opened Japanese-French restaurant Tetsuya's in 1989
in Sydney.

Tetsuya’'s was ranked in the top 10 in the World’'s 50 Best Restaurants listed by the British
Restaurant magazine and contributed greatly to improving the status of Japanese cuisine in Australia.
Tetsuya's has repeatedly been selected in the list.

In 2010, Wakuda opened Waku Ghin in the resort hotel Marina Bay Sands in Singapore, which was
rated two stars in the Michelin Guide as a contemporary Japanese restaurant providing unique fusion
of traditional French and Japanese cuisine. In Waku Ghin, he serves seafood and wasabi from his
home region Shizuoka prefecture, and takes initiative in promoting food ingredients produced in
Japan.

Wakuda’s style of unique fusion of Western and Japanese cuisine is widely recognized by
connoisseurs around the world, and he was selected as one of the “World's three greatest chefs” by
the French information magazine Courrier international, and as one of the “100 Most Influential
People” by the Time Magazine in the US. In 2005, he was the first Japanese to be awarded the Medal
of the Order of Australia (OAM). In 2019, he was appointed as Japanese Cuisine Goodwill
Ambassador and he is a Japanese chef that leads the international culinary world.
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The Winners of the Minister's Awards for Overseas Promotion of

T

FEEEEEEEE]. NEE EEEEE Japanese Food

Minister's Award for Overseas Promotion of Japanese Food

The Minister's Award for Qverseas Promoticon of Japanese Food is awarded to persons who have made outstanding
contributions to the introduction and spread of Japanese cuisine, Japanese food and other Japanese agricultural
and fishery products oversess. Its purpose is to further expand exports of Japanese agricultural, fishery and food
products. Both fereign nationals and Japanese nationals residing overseas are eligible.

The Fourteenth Award Winners'Profiles

Hideki Kishimoto Kensei Tomita
Brand Chef for Ichibanboshi Owner of Japanese Restaurant Kotetsu
Japanese Cuisine Goodwill Ambassador Japanese Cuisine Goodwill Ambassador
» Profile(PDF - 111KB) Il » Profile(PDF : 98KB) Il

Tetsuya Wakuda

Owner Chef of Tetsuya's and Waku Ghin
Japanese Cuisine Goodwill Ambassador

» Profile(PDF : 113kB) il

Supported by

Property gy t ters, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry
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