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Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995)
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AGREEMENT ON THE APPLICATION OF SANITARY AND
PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Article 4: Equivalence

1. Members shall accept the sanitary or phytosanitary measures of other
Members as equivalent, even if these measures differ from their own or from
those used by other Members trading in the same product, if the exporting
Member objectively demonstrates to the importing Member that its
measures achieve the importing Member's appropriate level of sanitary or
phytosanitary protection. For this purpose, reasonable access shall be given,
upon request, to the importing Member for inspection, testing and other
relevant procedures.

2. Members shall, upon request, enter into consultations with the aim of
achieving bilateral and multilateral agreements on recognition of the
equivalence of specified sanitary or phytosanitary measures.
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