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A pest management system that in the context of the associated
environment and the population dynamics of the pest species,utilizes
all suitable techniques and methods in as compatible a manner as
possible and maintains the pest populations levels below those
causing economic injury.
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The presence of pests dose not automatically require control
measures, as damage may be insignificant. When plant protection
measures are deemed necessary, a system of non-chemical pest control
methodologies should be considered before a decision is taken to
use pesticides. Suitable pest control methods should be used in an
integrated manner and pesticides should be used on an as needed
basis only, and as a last resort component of an IPM strategy.
In such strategy, the effects of pesticides on human health,
the environment, sustainability of the agriculutural system and
the economy should be carefully considered.

FAO Field programme Circular No.8/92, December 1992
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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) means the careful consideration
of all available pest control techniques and subsequent integration
of appropriate measures that discourage the development of pest
populations and keep pesticides and other interventions to levels
that are economically justified and reduce or minimize risks to human
health and the environment. |PM emphasizes the growth of a healthy
crop with the least possible disruption to agro—ecosystems and
encourages natural pest control mechanisms.
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International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of
Pesticides (Revised Version) 2003
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