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(Heart Inn Nogizaka, 22 June 2060)

¢

In view of sudden appearance of foot and moufi discase (FMD) in the Republic of Korea, Japan, E
. Russia and Mongelia in addition to Taipei China, an Emergency Meeting of Expcrts was held in

Tokyo from 20 to 22 June 2000,

Experts participated in this meeting were from Australia, Hong Kong, Japan, the Republic of Korea,

Mongolia, Russia, T‘aipei China, UK, USA, FAO and the OIE.

" After reviewing the FMD situation in each country or territory where FMD broke out in recent
months, the following SUbjCCES were dlscussed

Comparan_vc smdws on FMD virus strains in East Asia;
The epidemiology of these viruses including the origin,
Technical standards for diagnosis and surveillance;

Measures for the prevention/control/eradication of FMD includinig re—estabhshment of
- freedom from FMD status; and :

5. Subjects for international collaboration, etc.

halballa

The following conclusions were drawn and recomumendations were made:

Conclusions

1. There are at least two distinct strains of type O FMD virus circulating in East Asia. Omne

of these is a pig adapted strain, and is present in Taipei China, Hong Kong, China and some other |

countries in South-East Asia. The other is responsible for recent outbreaks in China, Taipei China

and also in Japan Republic of Korea, Russia and Mongolia. This strain is not specific to a
particular species but has been recovered from sheep, cattle, goats and pigs. Its diagnosis has

been made difficult by its ability to infect Taiwan yellow and Japanese 'blacle/breeds of cattle
without causmg clinical signs. _ helstein

2. Recognising that additional studies are necessary, circumstantial evidence indicates that
the importation of hay from the China PR may be a factor in the simultaneous cutbreaks of FMD in
the Republic of Korea and Japan. ~Additional risk factors identified for the Republic of Korea are
travel by persons to and from endemic areas, contaminated fomites or products and wind borne
virus. The outbreaks of FMD in Taipei China in 1999 and Mongolia in 2000 were probably due
to the illegal movement of live infected animals from neighbouring countries and the outbreak in

Russia was due to the feeding pigs with infected products illegally imported from Chma or other
countries. .

-~

. 3. . Further research is essential to study the specific epidemiology of FMD in east Asia, to

improve methods of diagnosis and review the guidelines for the re-establishment of FMD free
status. '

_4f




Recommendations

L For the control or prevention of FMD in Asia, it is essential to have more precise and up-
‘to-date information on FMD situation in China, PR and Korea, DPR. Relevant international
organisations are requested to explore the possibility of gathering more information from those
countries. The OIE is requested to encourage all the countries in Asia to become full members of

the OIE as soon as possible, so as to be able to apply the OIE rules and regulations to all the
countries in the region,

2, It 1s recommende& that the OIE Regiowhl Representanon in Tokyo collect F MD
information in East Asia on monthly basis, and that the annual meetings of the East Asian Group be

held in order to review and coordmate activities for the preventon and control of FMD in the
region,

3 Epidemiological surveillance systems for FMD should be established in all the Member
Countries in the region by strengthening the national_and provincial laboratories and by training
field staff’ for epidemiological investigation methods; As a part of epidemiological studies,

systematic case studies should be carried out on infected farms to determine the source of the
infection.

4, In view of the fact that animal feeds such as fofage, straws and hays are considered to be
a possible source of FMD outbreaks in some of the countries in.East Asia, risk analysis methods

including risk management methods for these feed materials should be developed as socon as
possible, :

5. Bio-security laboratories in East Asia should be further strengthened in accordance with
the international standards and expanded in order to meet ever increasing needs for

surveﬁlance/momtormg of exotic dlseases and for research and development-work on new
emerging diseases, '

6. - There is an urgent need for differential diagnosm by ELISA technology of type O virus

strains common in this regxon Internationally collaborated efforts are recommended in order o
develop such a test.

7. Future research should address not only fundamental research on the epidemiology of
FMD, such as the role of carrier animals, but also the specific requirernents for the region such as
the law level of aerosol spread of local strains of virus, the use of monoclonal antibodies and PCR
to distinguish between strains, and the use of non structural protein (NSP) antibody tests for
establishment of FMD freedom status.




Recommendations

A)
{

To the OIE Reference Laboi‘atories for Foot and Mouth Disease

First, the countries of East Asia express their gratitude for the excellent services pro'vided by the OIE
Reference Laboratories for FMD in the region, namety the World Reference Laboratory for FMD

{WRL), Pirbright, U K. and the All-Russian Research Institute for Animal Health (ARRIAH) in
Vladlrmr Russia.

In view of increasing &emaﬁdg for ELISA kits for sero—éuweillance of FMD in. Asia. the WRL is
- requested to develop the most suitable ELISA kits for the countries in East Asia.

B)

(1)

(2)

()

Q)

(1)

)

To the international organisations _
. i

For the control or prevention of FMD in Asia, it is essential to have more ﬁrecise and up-to-

date information on FMD situation in Chira#P R. and the Democratic People's Repubhc of

Korea. Relevant international organisations are requested to explore the possibifity of

gathermg more mformanon from those countries. '

The OIE is requested to encourage all the countries in Asia to become full members of the
OIE as soon as possible, so as to be able to apply the OIE rules and regulations to all the
countries in the region. '

The OIE Regional Representation in Tokyo is requested to collect FMD information in East
Asia on a monthly basis, and hold annual meetings of the East Asian Greup in order to review
and coordinate activities for the prevention and control of FMD in the region.

To the countries in the region

The use of live modified FMD vaccines should be strictly forbidden in order to avoid the

. spread of subclinical form of FMD virus which may revert to clinical form of infection under

different field conditions.

Epidemiological surveillance systems for FMD should be established in all the Member
Countries in the region by strengthening the national and provincial laboratories and by
training field staff for epidemiological investigation methods. As a part of epidemiological
studies, systematic case studies should be carried out on infected farms to determine the
source of the infection. : ‘

In view of the fact that animal feeds such as forage, straws and hays are cons1dered tobea
possible source of FMD outbreaks in some of the countries in East Asia, risk analysis
methods including risk management methods for these feed matena]s should be developud as
soon as possible. :

Bio-security laboratories in East Asia should be further strengthened in accordance with the
. . & . . .

international standards and expanded in order to meet ever increasing needs for
surveillance/monitoring of exoctic diseases and for research and development work on new

" emerging diseases.

x

Security Standards for Foot and Mouth Disease Laboratories and Recommendations for Foot and Mouth Disease
Contingency Plans including Actions in Non-Vaccinating Countries (Text adapted by the Stending Veterinary Committee of

the European Community and the FAO Executive Comm:ttee of the Eurcpean Commission for the Control of FMD, O[E
61st General Session, Paris, 24-28 May 1993)




D)

()

(2)

(4)

In collecting diagnostic specimens from animals that are not showing clear signs of infection -
(vesicles), probang specimens should be collected in order to isolate a virus or to detect FMD
genomes.

The countries of t?{e reglon are encouraged to submit representative samples from related
outbreaks of FMD to the OIE/FAQ Reference Laboratory for FMD in Pirbright, UK.

International collaboration

For the improvement and standardisation of varicus ELISA techniques, those diagnosticians
involved- and policy makers should meet to solve the problems associated with sero-
surveilllance, virus isolation, and genome detection by PCR tests.

There is an urgent need for differential diagnosis by ELISA technology of typé O virus strairs

. common in this reglon. Internationally collaborated efforts are recommended in order. to

develop such a test, "
Future research should address not only fundamental research on the epidemiology of FMD
such as the role of carrier animals, but also specific requirements for the region such as the
tow level of aerosol spread of local strains of virus, the use of monoclonal antibodies and PCR-
to distinguish between strains, and the use of non structural protein (NSP) antibody tests for
establishment of FMD freedom status. ' | '

The OIE is requested to organise a workshop on risk analysis and surveillance. methods
related to FMD with support from other interested organisations/countries.




