WHAT IS THE WTO SPS AGREEMENT?

The basic trade rules for food safety and
animal and plant health requirements.
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‘Multilateral’
trading system

Objectives:

¢ Freer-flowing trade — lower trade
barriers

e Less trade friction between
governments — agreed rules, ‘rules-
based’
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‘Multilateral’
trading system
The means:

¢ Negotiations ...

e ... resulting in agreements:
principles and commitments

¢ Implementation, monitoring (‘regular’ work):
agreements and protectionism in general

¢ Dispute settlement:
rulings and legal interpretations (of agreements)
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What is the
WTO?

...a negotiating forum

...a set of rules
- goods

- Services
- Intellectual property

... a place to settle disputes
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Article XX General Exceptlons

Subject to the requirement that such measures are not applied in a
manner which would constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable
discrimination between countries where the same conditions prevaill,
or a disguised restriction on international trade, nothing in this
Agreement shall be construed to prevent the adoption or

enforcement by any contracting party of measures:

(b) necessary to protect human, animal or plant life or health
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