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Import quarantine aims at saving plants from overseas pests.

T DI 5 RS 2 S i A SNB R AT L CH
RIBATHIExBi 720 i AREDTONLTOET,
=R R A Z R DS Y B B Tl A
ENDTRTOMY D RELRVET

R E RAM T BB IEDH B & Z DR E R DI
AENCIDBFIONEZ EO IR EROR AZ LT
T4, HW O B KD 72T B E BORF HE B 2338 1T
L7 R AL 2 IR T 228 A TREO 5N T
T AP A KR 1 T AR R AN A
D3DNZX T ENET

BAZLER

Prohibited items

Import quarantine procedures]

BARER

Items subject to
inspection

Import quarantine is in place to prevent introduction of
pests carried by imported plants. All plants imported by
cargo, in hand carry baggage, or by postal mail or pack-
age, are subject to quarantine regardless of their quantity
or intended use (i.e. commercial or personal use).

The specific regulations have been established to
prevent the introduction of pests, considering the types
and species of plants (possibility to carry pests) and the
countries of origin (whether the pests of concern are
present). Importers or travelers are legally required to
attach the Phytosanitary Certificate issued by the govern-
ment of the exporting country for plants and plant products.
There are three categories for plants and plant products in
terms of quarantine: "prohibited items", "items subject to
inspection" and "items not subject to inspection".
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Items not subject to
inspection
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Import plant inspection
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No quarantine pests detected

EISEIAE DA SIS
Issuance of official Customs
certificate of inspection

clearance




WEZEITOCVET,
.

@HAFELER

T—RBALGE REEEPSTFUS 2o A
R R DN EE 2 SR E T . 20 L) &
FRERAFEE LT 5 E (M) 72 5 O, Z OiFE RO
ETHBENOD D MPWIMADEIESNThET &
72 VEE TV AIRERS I, &L AR ILES T,

@HIAREm

BASE IR B SRE L 7 R O IR - B R -
VAL BRI T Y- BEE - O T RM Bk
BB BT IERL 72 & A AR O B D LTS

OREAREM

MW TH o> THARLMRPRME L EFEITIT S,
RWERDOMNET HBZENO%RVE O, AR OB
EARETY,

Prohibited items

There are some pests that would cause serious damage
if they happened to be introduced to Japan and are
difficult to detect in import inspection at points of entry.
From the countries (or regions) in which such pests are
reported, the import of certain plants possibly carrying the
pests is prohibited. "Prohibited items" includes live pests
and soil.

Items subject to inspection

There are many plants and plant products for which the
import is not prohibited but the quarantine inspection is
required. They include seedlings, ornamental plants, cut
flowers, bulbs, seeds, fruits, vegetables, grains, beans,
woods, spice crops and ingredients for Chinese medi-
cines.

Items not subject to inspection

Quarantine inspection is not required for certain plant
products such as processed wood products and processed
tea, which are highly processed and have no risk of pest
introduction.
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Major pests of serious concern for Japan and their distribution
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Mediterranean fruit fly
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Mango Citrus fruit Kiwifruit
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Fire blight

- @FETIFEHEREY Main host plants (not exhaustive)----- E

EREYIRLUERSE Any part of plants

EShoY

Pyracantha

Pear Loquat
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Cargo inspection at seaports

Cargo inspection is conducted at seaports of entry.
Bulk-cargo ships carry grains, fruits, vegetables and
woods, while container ships deal with fruits, vegetables,
cut flowers, bulbs and seeds, among others.
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Cargo inspection at airports

Cargo inspection is also conducted at airports of entry.
Air cargo usually carries cut flowers, bulbs, fruits,
vegetables, among others. A large variety of small-lot
shipments may be imported as samples by air cargo prior
to full-scale import.
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Inspection of hand-carry baggage

Inspection is also conducted for the plants and plant
products in hand-carry baggage of the travelers entering
into Japan. The inspection is conducted at plant quaran-
tine counters located in the customs area, prior to
customs clearance.

Import quarantine is conducted prior to customs clear-
ance at the point of entry.

From every consignment of plants or plant products
(subject to inspection), a particular quantity is sampled for
visual inspection.
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Import inspection of pumpkins at a seaport
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Import inspection of red peppers at an airport
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Import inspection of a traveler's hand-carry baggage
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Inspection of postal items

The postal items containing plants and plant products are
inspected at the post office (together with staff of Japan
Post Co., Ltd.), and then delivered to the destination.
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Inspection of postal items from abroad
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Seeds and seedlings are subject
to further examinations.

Seeds and seedlings are possibly infected with
diseases that visual examination cannot detect.

Therefore, imported seeds are sampled and taken to
a laboratory, where further examinations such as
blotter test are conducted.

Post-entry quarantine is conducted for the seeds and
seedlings such as bulbs, fruit tree seedlings/scions,
potatoes, among others to avoid viral disease
introduction causing serious damage. The post-entry
quarantine involves cultivation for a certain period of
time at the specific sites, managed by the national
authority and isolated from other crops.

Quarantine of seeds and seedlings
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Examination of imported seeds
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Post-entry quarantine for imported seedlings




@;B9%E5E Pre-shipment quarantine in exporting countries (countries of origin)
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"Prohibited items" could be imported
under appropriate and agreed condi-
tions.

The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries may
allow the import of prohibited items with certain conditions
if the requesting country successfully demonstrates its
technical capacity (developing particular methods) to
disinfest/disinfect the export items and also establish the
proper and reliable framework in the actual operation.

Procedures for lifting import ban are as follows: a country
makes a specific request of import ban lifting; the country
submits scientific data on disinfestation/disinfection
measures and pest status, followed by a series of techni-
cal exchange/consultations with Japan; and Japanese
experts visit the requesting country for on-site confirmation
test and/or survey. Once the import ban is lifted,
pre-shipment quarantine is conducted, involving the
dispatch of quarantine officials to the exporting country to
ensure that the agreed conditions are met in the actual
operation (disinfestation/disinfection, export inspections,
etc.).
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Plants for conditional export to Japan

[ MABEFHEOHRN  Procedures for lifting import ban |
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Government of the requesting country
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Request submission for lifting of import ban
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Initiation of procedures for lifting import ban
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Submission of draft plan for test and/or survey
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Review and agreement by experts

HER-BET—YDREO
Submission of data resulting from test
and/or survey
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Submission of draft plan for on-site confirmation
test and/or survey
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Evaluation and feedback by experts
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Review and agreement by experts
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On-site confirmation test and/or survey by Japanese experts
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Agreement of export conditions through bilateral consultations
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Procedures necessary for revision of relevant regulations
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Conditional lifting of import ban
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Disinfestation/disinfection and export inspection
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HEYRHEEDIRE
Pre-shipment quarantine (dispatch
of quarantine officials)
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Import inspection
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Data preparation of test and/or survey
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On-site confirmation of export inspection



