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Pest risk analysis

The risks posed by a wide variety of pests are assessed
from various perspectives such as the absence or
presence of the targeted pests in Japan, the possibility of
the introduction and spread, the degree of damage to
crops, among other perspectives. Research is also
conducted to help determining appropriate quarantine

measures according to the degree of risk.
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Research on insect pests

Research on insect pests is conducted to develop
inspection techniques. This is based on the pest informa-
tion obtained from all over the world. If biology and
impacts of a pest are unknown, the pest may be brought
from their countries of origin to conduct various studies.

For advanced plant quarantine, it is important to
constantly collect the latest information, to develop and
improve technologies for inspection, analysis and
treatment, and to apply such information and technolo-
gies to actual quarantine operations. With specialized
facilities and systems available, the Plant Protection
Stations are engaged in day-to-day research. Also, train-
ing courses are organized regularly for plant quarantine
officials to improve their skills and knowledge.
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Research on phytopathogens

Various information is collected from overseas on epide-
miology, biology, prevention methods, etc. for plant
diseases that have not yet occurred in Japan. Pathogens
may be brought in and studied for their properties in
morphology, biochemistry, serology and molecular
biology, in order to develop inspection and identification
methods.
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Development of phytosanitary treatment

It is important to disinfest in an appropriate and secure
manner the plants in which certain pests are found in
inspections. As practical and effective phytosanitary
options, the treatments using chemical and physical
disinfestation/disinfection methods are examined and
developed.
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Record keeping and statistics on plant quarantine

Plant quarantine records, such as inspected plants, their
countries (regions) of origin and intercepted pests, are
useful information for further effective plant quarantine,
and they are also important statistics for importers,
exporters and other stakeholders. The statistical data on
plant quarantine are made publicly available in annual
reports and weekly provisional updates, and are also
released on the official website of the Plant Protection
Stations.
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Electron microscopic examination
for viruses
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Gas chromatography analysis
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An example of online search results
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WEYIHEBIME  Training for quarantine officials
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The Training Center of the Plant Protection Stations provides various
courses under the annual curriculum, for quarantine officials to acquire
and update skills and knowledge necessary for the plant quarantine
operation. The courses cover a broad range of areas including botany,
applied zoology and entomology, plant pathology, agricultural chemicals,
phytosanitary treatments, plant protection policy and administration, and
trade practices, among others. The language training is also available to
improve communication skills of the officials in bilateral, regional and
international situations. These training opportunities help quarantine
officials develop individual capacities to better conduct their duties.
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Identification training for insect pests
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Engaged in cooperation based on the technical knc :
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The technical skills of the plant quarantine officials
have been growing in identifying quarantine pests for
accurate and speedy inspections. Such technical skills
are also currently in collaborative use in identifying
invasive alien species regulated by the Invasive Alien
Species Act.

Genetic diagnosis, one of the new technologies for
pest identification, is also applied to identify geneti-
cally modified living organisms that are not approved
by the relevant Act (i.e. the Act on the Conservation
and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity through
Regulations on the Use of Living Modified Organisms,
which is the national legislation to implement Carta-
gena Protocol, or “the Cartagena Law” in short).
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For inquiries concerning import of alien species, please contact:
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Office for Alien Species Management, Wildlife Division, Nature
Conservation Bureau, Ministry of the Environment (MOE)

TEL: 03-3581-3351 (ft%&/main) FAX: 03-3581-7090
SEREER—LNR—
MOE webpage for the information on invasive alien species

https://www.env.go.jp/nature/intro/ (B 255
https://www.env.go.jp/en/nature/as.html(English)
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For inquiries concerning inspections for genetically modified crops

that are not approved by the Cartagena law, please contact:
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Plant Products Safety Division, Food Safety and Consumer Affairs

Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)

TEL: 03-3502-8111(f8&/main) FAX: 03-3580-8592
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MAFF webpage for the information on the Cartagena Law
http://www.maff.go.jp/j/syouan/nouan/carta/seibutsu_tayousei.ntml (HZA5E)

http://www.maff.go.jp/j/syouan/nouan/carta/about/sop_eng.html (English) )




