
Japanese Animal Quarantine Service 

strengthen animal quarantine inspections 

to prevent the incursion of ASF Virus 

into Japan, especially during 

the Chinese New Year season. 
 

-All the 105 quarantine detector dogs were deployed, 

keeping a close watch on smugglers and international 

parcels with livestock products. 

 

Yokohama, Japan – Animal Quarantine Service (AQS), the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, strengthen animal quarantine 
inspections against passenger luggage and international parcels for 
livestock products, in order to prevent the incursion of African Swine 
Fever (ASF) virus, a deadly virus prevalent in Asia. Especially during 
the Chinese New Year season, AQS calls for understandings and 
cooperation not bringing or sending livestock products to Japan through 
public information campaign and its websites. 
 
In July 2020, the Act on Domestic Animal Infectious Disease Control 

has been amended. By the amendments, legal authority of animal 
quarantine officers is strengthened and the penalty for violation against 
the provisions of import quarantine is increased. For violation against 
the provisions of import quarantine such as bringing illegal livestock 
products into Japan, in case of an individual, the penalty of a fine of 1 
million JPY was raised to up to 3million JPY. In case of a corporate body, 
penalty has been raised by 50 times; a fine of up to 50 million JPY can 
be imposed. Also, passengers with illegal livestock products can also be 
denied permission for landing in Japan. 



 
AQS takes very strict measures over illegal livestock products, however, 

despite the efforts, some still attempt to carry illegal livestock products 
into Japan. 
According to AQS, 29,166 cases (16,921Kg) and 30,667 cases (47,894Kg) 

of illegal livestock products have been confiscated as results of AQS 
inspections on passenger luggage and international parcels, respectively, 
in 2020. This means, at international post offices, 84 cases of illegal 
livestock products are confiscated every day, on average. Since 2018, out 
of all the livestock products confiscated, 94 cases have been reported to 
be AFSV gene positive, some were found with infectious viruses. 
 
During Chinese New Year, inspections on passenger luggage and 

international parcels from ASF prevalent countries will be stricter. AQS 
cooperates with the police and relevant organizations to strengthen 
controls over violators and aims to effectively strengthen the ASF 
incursion precaution program. 
 
By the end of March 2021, AQS will increase quarantine detector dogs 

to 140 dogs, aiming to stop even more illegal livestock products overseas. 

 


