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ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR BOVINE EMBRYOS TO BE
EXPORTED TO JAPAN FROM THE UNITED STATE OF AMERICA

The animal health requirements for bovine embryos to be exported to Japan from the US

(hereinafter referred to as “the exported embryos”) must be applied as follows.

1. The US is free of Aino virus infection, Akabane disease, Chuzan Disease, contagious

bovine pleuropneumonia, foot-and-mouth disease, lumpy skin disease and rinderpest.

2. The premises on which each donor female for the exported embryos (hereinafter referred to
as “the embryo donor”_) was present for the 60 days prior to embryo collection (including

the embryo collection facility) must be free of bovine brucellosis and tuberculosis for the 12

months prior to embryo collection.

3. The premises on which each eﬁ}bryo donor was present for the 60 days prior to embryo
collection (including the embryo collection facility) were clinically free of bluetongue, bovine
viral diarrhea—mucosal disease (BVD-MD), bovine genital campylobacteriosis, enzootic
bovine leucosis, infectious bovine rhinotracheitis/infectious . pustular
vulvovaginitis/infectious balanoposthitis (IBR/IPV/IB), Johne's disease, leptospirosis,

trichomonosis and vesicular stomatitis for the 12 months prior to embryo collection.

4. Bach embryo donor was resident in the US for at least 60 days at the time of embryo

collection.

5. Each émbryo donor was healthy and free of signs of infectious disease at the time of embryo

collection, as were all other animals at the facility at that time.

6. Each embryo donor must be tested by virus isolation or PCR for BVD-MD virus, with

negative result.

7. Each embryo donor must be tested by intradermal test using bovine PPD for tuberculosis ‘

with negative result at least 30 days after embryo collection.

8. Each embryo donor must be tested for vesicular stomatitis by complement fixation test at a

1:5 dilution or serum neutralization test at a 1:32 dilution with negative result at least 30



days after and not more than 120 days after embryo collection.
In the case that the state in which each embryo donor was present for the 60 days prior to
embryo collection (including the state in which the embryo collection facility is/was located)

had not had a reported case of vesicular stomatitis in the 24 months prior to embryo

collection, the above test requirement can be skipped.

9. Concerning bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE):

(1) BSE is a reportable disease in the US.
(2) At the time of embryo collection, the embryo donor did not qualify as an animal referred

to in point 2) b) iii) of article 2.3.13.5. or 3) of article 2.3.13.6. of the OIE Terrestrial

Animal Health Code (hereinafter referred to as “the OIE Code”).
(3) The exported embryos were collected and handled in accordance with the

recommendations of the International Embryo Transfer Society (ETS).

10. The semen used to produce the exported embryos met the disease control requirements
of Certified Semen Services () or equivalent, or if the semen came from third country and
a copy of the health certificate issued/endorsed by government authorities in the third

country showing that Japanese import health requirements were satisfied is attached to this

health certificate.

11. The exported embryos were collected, processed and stored in conformance with

Appendix 3.3.1.2, 3.3.1.3 and 3.3.1.6 of the OIE Code.

12. The exported embryos were successively washed at least 10 times with each progressive
was‘hing diluted 1:100 and were washed in twice with 0.25% sterile trypsin for a total trypsin-
exposure time of 60-90 seconds, in accordance with the procedures recommended by the

[ETS under the supervision of a USDA-accredited veterinarian.

13. The exported embryos were examined microscopically according to the procedures
recommended by the IETS under the supervision of a USDA~ accredited veterinarian, and

only embryos which have an intact zona pellucida and freedom from adherent materials are

eligible to export to Japan.

14. The exported embryos were packed in ampoules/straws that were permanently
marked as to collection date and identity (including breed) of the semen and
embryo donors, in accordance with IETS recommendations. Only one embryo per

ampoule or straw is permitted.



15. The exported embryos were maintained in a basket specially designated for them in a
storage tank at a storage facility designated by USDA, and were maintained there under the

supervision of a USDA~accredited veterinarian until being piacediin the shipping tank to

" which a USDA seal was applied.

16. The shipping tank either is new or was cleaned and disinfected under the supervision of

USDA-accredited veterinarian, and only fresh liquid nitrogen was used to charge the tank.

17. The government authorities of the US are responsible for issuing an inspection certificate
stating the following items by each of the donor female on shipping of the exported embryos
to Japan. -

(1) Each of items 1 to 5 and 9 to 16.

(2) Dates, methods and results of examinations and inspections for each disease in item 6 to

8.
(3) Name and address of the premises of residence of the embryo donor for the 60 days prior

to embryo collection.
(4) Name, breed, identification number of the embryo donor and semen donor
(5) Name and address of the embryos and semen collection facility.
(6) Dates of the embryos and semen collection.
(7) Dates of insemination for the donor female.
(8) Quantity of embryos. v
(9) The number of official seal used to seal the shipping tank in item 16.

& Certified Semen Service (CSS) is a wholly owned subsidiary of the National Association of
Animal Breeders, based in Columbia, Missouri. CSS’s “Minimum Requirements for Disease
Control of Semen Produced for Al” were developed to represent a comprehensive standard

for those diseases proven to be a significant threat to be seminally transmitted by artificial

insemination.





