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/ ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR OSTRICHES TO BE EXPORTED TO JAPAN /
FROM AUSTRALIA

1. This document provides for animal health requirements for ostriches (including hatching
eggs) to be exported to Japan from the exporting countries.

2. In this document, the definitions of terms are as follows;
HATCHING EGGS means fertilized eggs of ostriches, suitable for incubation and hatching.

DAY-OLD OSTRICHES means ostriches have not been fed after hatching.

FEEDING OSTRICHES means ostriches that aged not more than 90 days after hatching
other than day-old ostriches.

ADULT OSTRICHES means ostriches aged more than 90 days.

EXPORTED OSTRICHES means hatching eggs, day-old ostriches, feeding ostriches and
adult ostriches to be exported to Japan from exporting countries.

PARENT FLOCK means any group of ostriches which are parents of exported ostriches.

AVIAN INFLUENZA (hereinafter referred to as "AI") means an avian infectious disease
caused by either;
(1) any influenza A virus of the H5 or H7 subtypes
or
(2) any influenza A virus with high pathogenicity as defined in the OIE Manual of
Standards for Diagnostic Test and Vaccines

LOW PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA(hereinafter referred to as "LPAI") means
infectious disease caused by influenza A viruses which are not Al viruses.

SALMONELLOSIS means avian infectious disease caused by Salmonella Pullorum,
Salmonella Gallinarum, Sa/monella Enteritidis or Salmonella Typhimurium, .

OUTBREAK means an appearance of clinical signs, detection of specific antigen, detection
of antibodies to Al or identification of the pathogens.

3. Requirements for the exporting country

(1) The exporting country has been free from Al for at least 90 days before the day of
shipment to Japan.
(2)  Vaccination against Al is prohibited in the exporting country.

4. Requirements for hatching eggs, day-old ostriches, and feeding ostriches
(1) Regarding hatching eggs, day-old ostriches, and feeding ostriches, the premises of
origin (including hatching and feeding farms, hereinafter referred to as 'the



premises of origin') have been free from Fowl cholera, Newcastle disease,
Salmonellosis, LPAI, Fowl pox, Infectious bursal disease, Avian tuberculosis,
Leucocytozoonosis and clinical West Nile virus infection for at least 90 days before
the day of shipment to Japan.

(2)  Parent flock must be examined every 90 days by following tests by the exporting
government authorities, and must be confirmed as negative.
Sampling protocols should be referred in Annex.
(1)  AI: Virus isolation by the inoculation of embryonated fowl eggs.
(ii)  Avian salmonellosis: Bacteriological examination.
(iii) Ectoparasitosis: clinical inspection

(3) Parent flock must be treated every 90 days with ectoparasiticide approved by the
exporting government authorities.

5. Requirements for adult ostriches

(1)  Regarding adult ostriches to be exported to Japan, the raising farm (hatching
and/or feeding and/or raising farms, hereinafter referred to as ‘the raising farms’)
must have been free from Fowl cholera, Newcastle disease, Salmonellosis, LPAI,
Fowl pox, Infectious bursal disease, Avian tuberculosis, Leucocytozoonosis and
clinical West Nile virus infection for at least 90 days before the day of shipment to
Japan.

(2) The adult ostriches must be quarantined and be isolated from other birds for 30
days immediately before the day of shipment to Japan, in quarantine facilities
under the supervision of the exporting government authorities. The exported
ostriches shall be examined by following tests under the supervision of exporting
government authorities, and must be confirmed as negative during the period of
quarantine.

(1)  AI:Virus isolation by the inoculation of embryonated fowl eggs.
(ii)  Avian salmonellosis: Bacteriological examination.
(iii) Ectoparasitosis: clinical inspection

(3) The adult ostriches must be treated with ectoparasiticides approved by the
exporting government authorities at the onset day of quarantine.

(4)  The adult ostriches must have shown no sign of any avian infectious disease during
the period of quarantine for export to Japan.

6. Requirements for exported ostriches

(1)  Exported ostriches show no sign of any avian infectious disease and parasitism of
ectoparasites as a result of the examination conducted by the veterinary officials of
the exporting country within 24 hours immediately before export shipment to
Japan.



(2) Containers used for transportation of the exported ostriches must be either made
from new materials or be disinfected beforehand with the effective disinfectant
under the supervision of the exporting government authorities. In addition, they
have the structure which prevents feces, urine, and feathers from leaking out or
scattering around.

(3)  All containers and vehicles, and loading places of a ship or an aircraft to be used for
exported ostrich must be thoroughly disinfected beforehand with -effective
disinfectant under the supervision of the exporting government authorities.

(4) Exported ostriches must be transported without any contact or mix-loading with
birds except for the birds which satisfy conditions equal to the exported ostriches. In
addition, the transportation must not be conducted via countries with an outbreak
area of Al.

7. The exporting countries must be responsible for issuing the inspection certificate, stating
all of the following items, in English in detail.
(1) For hatching eggs, day-old ostriches or feeding ostriches
(i) Compliance with requirements of 3, 4, and 6 described above.
(ii) Regarding all the examinations conducted for the parent flock in accordance with
(2) of 4, dates of sampling, the kinds and the number of samples, methods and
results of examination during 90 days before the shipment to Japan.
(iii) The dates of vaccination, kinds, doses and names of the manufacturers, in case,
the parent flocks of the exported ostriches have been vaccinated.
(iv) The names and addresses of the premises of origin.
(2) For adult ostriches
(i) Compliance with requirements of 3, 5, and 6 described above.
(ii)) Regarding the all examinations conducted in accordance with (2) of 5, dates of
sampling, kinds and the number of samples, methods and results of examination.
(iii)) The dates of treatment with antibiotics, kinds, volume and name of the
manufacturers, in case the exported ostriches have been treated with antibiotics.
(iv) The names and addresses of the raising farms

8. The exported ostriches are subjected to inspection at the port of entry and after that they
are quarantined for at least 10 days (for 14 days in case of day-old ostriches/for
incubation period plus 14 days after hatching in case of hatching eggs).

9. If Al outbreaks are confirmed in the exporting country, the competent authority of
exporting country must promptly suspend export of ostriches, and these outbreaks shall
be informed immediately to the Japanese government authorities.

10. In case that, any infectious diseases are detected in the exported ostriches during the
quarantine period in Japan, notwithstanding the items above-mentioned of these animal
health requirements, the exported ostriches can be returned or slaughtered by the



Animal Quarantine Service of Japan. When Al is detected during the quarantine period,
the Government of Japan shall suspend the import of o poultry (domestic fowls, quails,

turkeys, ostriches and birds classified into anseriformes order) for Japan from the
exporting country.



Appendix
The method of sampling for examination of the parent flock.

1 The samples to be collected are:

(1) fresh faeces (at least one gram for each sample) or cloacal swabs

(2) intestinal contents of dead or culled ostriches

(3) meconium of day-old ostriches, dead in shell and culled ostriches

(4) respiratory swab of the parent flock (only for examination for Avian influenza)

2 The total number of samples described in (1) to (4) above is shown in the table below.
Table:Sampling numbers for examination of the parent flock

Number of ostriches in The total
the breeding flocks number of
samples
1-29 1-20

30 - 39 25

40 - 49 30

50 - 59 35

60 - 89 40

90 - 199 50

200 - 499 55

500 or more 60

3 All samples must be selected at random.

4 All the flocks from which samples are collected must be marked and identified as to the
date of sampling.

5 Samples must be stored in a refrigerator at between 1°C and 4°C and submitted for
testing immediately.

6 All samples must be examined in a laboratory authorised for the purpose by the

government authorities of exporting country.



