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Recent Movement in Flower Industry

The reconstruction in the regions struck
by the Great East Japan Earthquake
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Natori City in Miyagi Prefecture is the production area
of carnation with the largest yield in Tohoku, the
northeast in Japan. However, about 60% of the green
house of 6ha was damaged by the earthquake occured in
March 2011. Natori flower growers association reaped the
special benefit for agriculture in disaster-stricken area,
reconstructed green houses and they removed salt from
the ground with relevant organs. At late in May 2012,
one year and 2 months after the earthquake disaster, they
planted carnations again to restart production. In October
they made the first shipment after the earthquake.

The planted area of Kozukahara district where tsunami
damage was serious in Natori has rebound below 70%
of pre-quake level. They continue their efforts to
recover to the pre-quake level.
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Restart of growth after the earthquake.
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Growers said “We would like to produce flowers to repay everyone for their helps’ .
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Activity of Hanaiku-Floral education
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'Hanaiku' is to cultivate feeling of tenderness and beauty
from the experiences of growing or enjoying flowers and
plants, such as making flowerbeds or Ikebana, Japanese
style flower arrangement. ‘Hanaiku' is evaluated by the
educational persons concerned because it is good for
children's emotional developments and it is spreading
across elementary and junior high schools mainly.

It is said that a good experience of growing or being
close to flowers and plants in childhood would be a very
good opener to consume flowers and plants when they
grow up. Therefore, National council of Hanaiku
promotion was founded by people in flower industry and
educators in order to promote ‘Hanaiku’ activity. The
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries of Japan
is supporting 'Hanaiku' activity to promote 'Hanaiku'
since it leads to activation of Japanese flower industry.
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‘Shiba boya’ boy with grass hair
using plastic bottle.
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Flower arrangement class in an elementary school.
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Sale with the vase life guarantee
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As a method for achieving higher customer’s satisfaction,
sale with vase life guarantee has been introduced to
Japanese industry. Using this sale method, flower
industry tries to improve customer satisfaction with
communication among growers, auctionists, wholesalers
and retailers. At the same time, various studies and
technical developments for post-harvest are being done.
Also, it has been defined as one of the most important
elements for expanding consumption of flowers and
plants by “ the Promotion Strategy for the Flower
Industry ”” developed by the MAFF in 2010.

HBEHHEEWILEZ 2300 LTIHEFHRGE
W5 |25 AR IO AR E N TEA SN TWET . 2Ol HFE
HARIEIGE 12U AR REH il - T s N I LS
FC AT A a3 — a2 XY, I B
) EZTEEERUIHIRL T F 3 72, [ RS 7 0 i B IR
FED72 DU TR HM BRI E H M THDHNTNLEZAT
T

B BMKIEL DR 2244 I e L7z [ fE & e S IR
i 2B WTH HFEFBARE G IAE X O B LK OB e L
THBESTSRTWET,

Vase life testing.
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Sale of products with a vase life guarantee.
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MPS-Milieu Programma Sierteelt
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MPS is the international certification of the entire
horticulture sector for growers and traders.

It was launched as the environmental program of
floriculture in the Netherlands then introduced to
Japan in 2007. Around 200 growers and 16 traders
participate at present.

MPS corresponds to environment, quality
management and corporate social responsibility. That
means MPS contributes to the supply of more reliable
products.
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