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Introduction

Productive land blessed by distinctive seasons
and boasted of its flower culture

—_—

Breeding and Production of Quality Flowers and Plants

Japan with a long history of more than 2000 years, is surrounded by seas and is
consisted of arch-like islands running from the northeast to the southwest. It is blessed
by four distinctive seasons, which gave rise to its unique and diverse cultures and
traditions. Japan's flower culture is a good example of such cultures and traditions.
There are about 40,000 cultivars of flowers and plants that are commercially produced
and marketed in Japan. In addition to that, approximately 3000 to 5000 cultivars are
newly introduced to the flowers and plants market every year, and this number is
unbeatable in the world. Moreover, the quality of the flowers and plants, and the
sophisticated floriculture techniques in Japan are highly evaluated on the international
realm. From this perspective, Japan's productive land and rich flower culture are
closely related to one another.

This booklet seeks to introduce Japan's flower culture and its beautiful flowers and
plants. At the same time, it also explains the reasons why Japan has the ability to
cultivate an extensive variety of flowers and plants; and why Japan is able to produce
quality products and achieve its sophisticated floriculture techniques. We hope that the
information contained in this booklet will be a useful reference in expanding the
flowers and plants business for those involved in this industry overseas.
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Introduction / A Country Abundant with Flowers and Plants : Japan

A Country Abundant
with Flowers and Plants : Japan
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Seasonal flowers in Japan

Be it Spring, Summer, Autumn or Winter, Japan is always adorned with flowers and plants of each of the
seasons. Through such seasonal transience of flowers and plants, the Japanese people, who inherited the
ancient concept of coexistence and affinity with the nature, enjoy the fulfillment of being at one with nature.
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SRR
WINTER
ANew Year's ornament pine branches, Kadomatsu

(P#2)
"Kadomatsu" is decorations made with

assembled pine branches enhanced by stems of
bamboo and sprays of plum trees.

Japan's Flower Culture
HADFEXAL

Life and culture in relation to flowers and plants
-A literary calendar of flowers and plants-
In Japan, a country where flowers and plants have a

strong presence, there are various festivities and customs
in connection with flowers and plants. Participation in

i SUMMER
these annual events allows the Japanese to establish and AStar Festival, Tunabata (L)
reconfirm the bonds they have with one another. An event on July 7th, making one wish upon the stars. People write

there wishes on colorful strips of paper and hang them on bamboo

The Japanese possess a unique sense of beauty hidden in branches.

its traditions, in which simplicity takes precedence over

SplCl’ldOI’. SUCh Sense was d‘eveloped mn the pllI'SLllt for >¥Efs(1)s-t:§: gzs;ﬁis(iffgnt occurring from the 13th to 16th of July or
beauty derived from belng at one with nature, August to hold a memorial service to the spirits of ancestors.Some
accompanied by the feeling of loneliness of some kind at specific kind of flowers called O-bon flowers are offered to ancestors
its core. This sentiment has been passed on over on those days.

generations in its world-class traditional culture, such as

the Japanese floral art (Ikebana), Bonsai, and Tea

ceremony.
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SPRING

4 Cherry Blossom (Sakura) Viewing, Hanami (1£5.)
Traditional custom of enjoying the beauty of Sakura from

late March to early April. Mostly having a party under the tree.

W Children's Day, Tango no Sekku (3’10 it))
At Children's day on May 5th, Calamus are added to
bathwater because people believe Calamus possess the
power of removing negative vibes.

The Bonsai

"Bonsai" is an ornamental potted plant created by
using branches and shaft of plants. An array of
plants such as pine, satsuki azalea, Japanese cherry,
Japanese apricot, etc. are used as base materials,
and the branches are delicately trimmed into
different sizes and shapes before they are carefully
put together as the final product.
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Japan's Flower Culture

The Japanese Floral Art (Ikebana)
"Ikebana" is one of the Japanese traditional
arts that became widespread in Japan from
about the 16th century. The art of Ikebana
has the fundamental concept in combining
some elements by using flowers to express
the beauty of nature and one's sentiment
towards nature.
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AUTUMN

4 Moon-viewing, Tsukimi (1)
Enjoying and appreciating the
beautiful mid September full moon.
The tradition of offering rice
dumplings, eulalia grass or fruits to
the moon.




Japan's Advanced Floricultural
Techniques and

Breeding Development Technology
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Japan, located at the eastern end of the Asian continent and on the western side of the Pacific
Ocean, is arch-like islands running from the northeast to the southwest. Its climate is mainly
temperate, however the northern part is categorized as subarctic and the southern part, as
subtropical. Owing to this geographical and climatically-favorable characteristic, Japan has
distinctive seasons and produces a wide selection and variety of flowers and plants throughout
the year. Flower and plant production areas and markets are distributed throughout Japan,
producing and circulating flowers and plants associated with the season of the year. Florist shops
are decorated with flowers and plants of the relevant season, catching the eyes and embracing
the minds of the passersby. These characteristics of our country and old traditional persistence
and positive inquiring mind have developed Japanese flower culture and improved skills of
flower cultivation or breeding.

7 IT REEO G KOG E § A HARE, AL SE IOV LR EOF B TR SN TOWET A%
IEZFDIFEAL DR T A8, AL LM IEF | B 5 13 B Ml B L E 97, 2O L7z Hb PR - Sl i 2 e PRI XD H
KRIZNFEDORADZDD TI-ZXNLTBY EMA UL R EXO M E - il E AL COE T fEXEHE T
WFHARR M AR L B EI S U7 AEE D B - AT b TV 0 JE B U2 KU AIEEXD T A
TUA DRI BTN ADHELERTFETOET 2L D B T HEM B &b TV AR RS
EIEBERIRTE AN HRDIE LA R R S8 SR R B L OHM I A IR O TEX/=DTT,

High quality flowers with detailed techniques

Japanese growers keep on researching cultivation
techniques to meet the customer needs finely and evolving.
Japanese high quality flowers are grown with not only
breeding good varieties but also a solid technique.
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The arch-shaped cymbidium
demonstraiting the Japanese
creativity and excellent
detailed technique.
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Japan's Advanced Floricultural Techniques and Breeding Development Technology

Japan is a superpower of developing
new varieties of flowers unlike any
other in the world

Not only major nursery companies and public experiment
stations but also more than 1,000 individual breeders
develop new flower varieties in Japan. And it is rare
country to have so many breeders in the world.

For example, Japanese varieties have 70% or more of
share in improved varieties of Eustoma, Gentiana and
Matthiola (stock) in the world and 50 % of Ranunculus.
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A certain cut Helianthus which was bred by one of Japanese
seeding companies has a short cultivation period and can be
produced stably and by deign. So it has a more than 90% share
of Dutch flower market.
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80% of improved varieties of Eustoma in the world were developed in Japan. From large flower with fringe to small single flower, there are
many varieties and color variations. Since Eustoma has the brightness of appearance and long vase life in good condition, it is becoming
the leading role of gift flowers comparable to rose.
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Eustoma needs disbudding and removing
lateral buds to produce a large flower
and makes plant good figure.
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Gloriosa’s cultivation and training.

They need to be removed lateral buds and
done pinching and disbudding by hand.
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Voluminous Lathyrus grown carefully
to keep a long and straight stem.
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in Floriade 2012.
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Spring contest
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Ranunculus asiaticus

‘Bigger White’ ‘Bigger Pink’
FLOWER SPIRIT Co. Ltd. FLOWER SPIRIT Co..Ltd.
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@Spring Cut Flower [HEDYIY1E ]

Eustoma grandiflorum
‘Kikoushi’
Noboru Sase
U Mrafxay
A e Bl

Tweedia caerulea
‘Marble Happines’

Sasaoka Flower Farm
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Ranunculus asiaticus
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Floriade 2012 Competition,
Award-Winning Varieties

Introducing the varieties that won the first, second or third prize

The trophy presented to an
award winner of Floriade 2012
competition. Meanwhile, Japan's
exhibition in Floriade 2012 by
MAFF was given a golden
award for AIPH international
competition of the indoor
exhibition.

707 —F2012M A>T ANDZ
HH oMM 74— 4B HE
R BOfF R R B 22 C L IR R
ER R ERE a7 AR NIRRT

it
H
5

E
E

MEREZHLEL.

Ranunculus asiaticus

‘Rax Theseus’

AYA ENGEI CO..LTD.

3 TFUFRaATA  TsA TR
Prize A&t RZE

Eustoma grandiflorum
‘Kifujin’

Noboru Sase
3 Mva¥Fkay

Prize ffiffifp2E
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@Patio Plants
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Primula malacoides ‘Kibo’

Ishizuka Engei
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Floriade 2012 Competition, Award-Winning Varieties
Cymbidium ‘Vivian Yellow Shine’

. Kawano Mericlone Co.,Ltd.
20 TYEVYL CET e AIO—iyAY

Prize tRASHE ) 700

Cymbidium ‘Shinnou’
Kawano Mericlone Co.,Ltd.
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Calanthe discolor
Shikoku Garden Inc.
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Clematis ‘Kitahama’
Hasegawa Engei

U sL~FA el
BANEZ

Summer
contest

@LEustoma grandiflorum
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Eustoma grandiflorum
‘Fours Fours White’
FLOWER SPIRIT Co.,Ltd.
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Prize
Actinotus helianthi
‘Fairy White’
Gifu Prefectural Agricultural Technology Center
285 7IVANTTT— TLT)—RTAN
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Eustoma grandiflorum

‘Corsage Snow’
Senshuen

Eustoma grandiflorum
‘Corsage Gradation Pink’

Senshuen
3 bvaFkay aH—Ta rI7r-vareys
Prize AMR&HTRE
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Flowers and Plants in Japan
that Export Overseas
HFTHEABHARDIEE

Major destinations of Japanese flowers and plants

Today, Japanese high quality flowers and plants are exported
across the world and their major end-consumers are in a higher
socioeconomic group in those countries. Because Japanese
flowers have good quality and abundance of a variety, they
receive near-universal critical acclaim.

Moreover, new Export Strategies of Japanese flowers and plants
has been designed by MAFF. They set export target of 15
billion JPY by 2020 and Europe, China, Hong Kong, Singapore,
USA and Russia are priority countiers.
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The Japanese government exhibited flowers
and plants at the "[PM Essen",an international
horticultural exhibition held in Essen, a city
on the western part of Germany, to promote
the star quality of Japanese flowers and
plants.

FAY PG EROHE T T > T B AL 72 s B 25 FL AR Tl
[TPM Essen 2, HABUFb R HARDIEE OB R A
FZ B0

BUE BAD E AL SIS T EISH I ST E 3o B2 i B IS 5 MO = #0830 i B 28 K A

BHEELHADERAEEIE DN HPLHIFEF T,

F7o\ BEMOKEEA T B 72 AES O g & 5 e L I — o GREL hEL &R, O R—V ORE a7 SR

T EE LT, 20204 XTI A0 2 HIRL TV T,




Flowers and Plants in Japan that Export Overseas

@ Gloriosa superba

The best Gloriosa with longest and strongest stems and
vivid colors. Many designers all around the world love
to use them not only for Ikebana but also for dynamic
and fluid design.

eMajor production area / Kochi, Aichi

eNumber of cultivar / about 15
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@i / #1585 ‘Misato Red’ ‘lutea’
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@ Alstroemeria

Popular varieties of Alstroemeria are different from traditional ones.
They have fragile beauty, are natural and spotless or fragrant.
Florists expect those new varieties can increase the range of flower
design.

‘Simple Pearl” v 75—V

eMajor production area / Nagano, Aichi, Hokkaido, Yamagata
eNumber of cultivar / about 250
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@:ihFE R / #9250 i ‘Classic Orange’ 773»74L>¥"  ‘Slim Prista’ 227125

@ Gentiana

Gentiana has the abundant varieties developed
uniquely in Japan. Color varies from bluish purple,
pink, white and more. Recently, a double blossom
variety was introduced in the market.

eMajor production area / Iwate, Nagano

eNumber of cultivar / about 130
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V7 Lathyrus odoratus

Lathyrus, which has wide variations of colors, fragrance
and voluminous look, is definitely specialty of Japan. It is
received the highest evaluation in the world with its
longer and thick stems with abundant blooms.

eMajor production area / Miyazaki, Oita, Wakayama,
Okayama, Aichi

eNumber of cultivar / about 100
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@ Eustoma grandiflorum

Eustoma symbolizes the horticultural giant Japan, which has constantly
evolved from - and is refined by - its culture, climate and customs. The
flowers come in many varieties, ranging from large double-folded flowers
to graceful one-layer types, and hence can be used in diverse scenes.

eMajor production area / Nagano, Kumamoto, Fukuoka

eNumber of cultivar / about 630
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@ Ranunculus asiaticus

Ranunculus asiaticus is in abundance of both fecundity
and variety. The large flower, produced by high production
technologies, has been highly acclaimed in the world.

eMajor production area / Miyazaki, Nagano, Chiba,
Kagawa

eNumber of cultivar / about 150
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@ Tweedia caerule

Tweedia caerule is caught on as must-have for wedding
occasion. Along with popular blue, white and pink flowers
have introduced to the market.

eMajor production area / Kochi, Hokkaido, Nagano
eNumber of cultivar / about15
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@ Scabiosa

Scabiosa has the natural and delicate texture of flower
and it’s indispensable to Japanese floral design.

eMajor production area / Fukuoka, Nagasaki, Hokkaido
eNumber of cultivar / abou50
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‘Boyage® Blue’ Fv—va® 71—

LT

‘Kikoushi” ‘#2¥

‘Bigger White’ 'e7—k74F “Raspberyl’ ‘7x~uv

‘Fours Fours White” 717V A4

‘Fuji Temari’ #czy’ ‘Rax Ariadne’ ‘9v727U7F+  ‘Nador’ “FF—I

‘Pure blue’ ‘Marble Happines’
Y77 =T WNERR

‘Wine Red” "wAxLoK ‘Marie Bell” ‘~)—~V

‘Kawarizaki Hennayatsu’ ‘Marimo’ <V%’
BB

.’

‘Bridal Rouge’
TIATNN—T 2

‘Ball Rose’ ‘F—heam—x

‘Petit Green’ 7727V



Flowers and Plants in Japan that Export Overseas

7 Flowering cut branch

There are many wild flowering trees growing in
Japan that display a different face each season. We
live together with nature, discover its soul, and
respect the spiritual connection while utilizing it in
flower arrangement.

eMajor production area / Shizuoka, Ibaraki,
Wakayama
fEAH
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@ L7y /R SR AT LR Spiraea thunbergii

e
Litsea cubeba Chaenomeles speciosa Camellia Japonica Spiraea cantoniensis
THEY wy 7% 27

@ Dianthus

Many of excellent varieties of Dianthus selected by the

special taste of Japanese are different from traditional ones.

And they are widely distributed and expected to be new

materials which expand the width of floral design.

eMajor production area / Nagano, Aichi, Hyogo,
Hokkaido, Chiba, Nagasaki, Kagawa

eNumber of cultivar / about50
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W4 Cyclamen persicum

Cyclamen is the most produced potted plants in Japan
because of its popularity as a winter gift. Breed
development continues steadily every year, matching the
current customer trends. A wide collection of cultivars
can accommodate all needs.

eMajor production area / Aichi, Nagano, Chiba, Tochigi
eNumber of cultivar / about 370
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v Phalaenopsis

Phalaenopsis is popular as one of luxury gifts in Japan. It
has wide range of flower size with small, medium and
large and various types of patterns.

eMajor production area / Aichi, Fukuoka, Saitama,
Shizuoka

eNumber of cultivar / about 330

TV T YA (AFar5Y)
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@ /ST AL I 7 ol o
@ FE L / #9330 50 ‘Sheena's Ringo Pico’ ‘i Cute Orange’
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W4 Cymbidium
One of the most popular plants as a winter gift in Japan,

which is high quality with careful work of Japanese. New
varieties have been introduced to the market every year.

eMajor production area / Aichi, Kochi,Yamanashi,
Nagano, Shizuoka, Tokushima

eNumber of cultivar / about 400
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@ / #4005 ‘Memories of You’ “‘Princess Nobuko’

Wi Clematis

Clematis is one of the Japanese favorite plants and has been grown and
enjoyed in Japan from ancient times. Not just Clematis planted in
gardens but potted ones which are produced compactly are also popular
in Japan. New varieties are being developed actively now.

‘Souda’ ‘#iH’

eMajor production area / Ibaraki, Iwate, Fukushima
eNumber of cultivar / about 140
VT A
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v Hydrangea
Hydrangea is one of native plants of Japan and has been
loved by Japanese from ancient times. Since it became one

of important items in Japan as mother's day gift recently, it
has been bred actively.

eMajor production area / Gunma, Aichi, Saitama,
Chiba, Tochigi

eNumber of cultivar / about 100
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Bonsai / Bonsai style trees

Bonsai produced in Japan is grown with Japanese traditional
techniques by skilled craftsmans to shape trees. It's not too much
to say that Bonsai is the real living sculpture. There are wide
range of products to meet customer's high requirement and
various purposes.

eMajor production area / Chiba, Saitama, Tochigi, Kagawa,

A%/ ARakA Fukuoka, Aichi
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Flowers and Plants in Japan that Export Overseas

[

Rohdodendron indicum

PR
Carpinus turczaninovii Juniperus chinensis var. sargentii
177 Sy
Zelkova serrata Pinus parviflora
ey TIIYy
Taxus cuspidata Juniperus chinensis Ilex crenata
*x7 HAATHATF AZDT

Stewartia monadelpha
eATVYT
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Japanese Flowers at
Various Scenes
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Japanese flowers are extensively used
in various scenes and designs with
high creativity. Moreover, they have
the reliable quality which need to be
gifts for significant others or to be
used them in fancy places.

Let us introduce a part of practical
use in ceremonial occasions, public
spaces, etc. in Japan with pictures.
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Japanese Flowers at Various Scenes




Recent Movement in Flower Industry

The reconstruction in the regions struck
by the Great East Japan Earthquake

HHA K S b D 1 5L

Natori City in Miyagi Prefecture is the production area
of carnation with the largest yield in Tohoku, the
northeast in Japan. However, about 60% of the green
house of 6ha was damaged by the earthquake occured in
March 2011. Natori flower growers association reaped the
special benefit for agriculture in disaster-stricken area,
reconstructed green houses and they removed salt from
the ground with relevant organs. At late in May 2012,
one year and 2 months after the earthquake disaster, they
planted carnations again to restart production. In October
they made the first shipment after the earthquake.

The planted area of Kozukahara district where tsunami
damage was serious in Natori has rebound below 70%
of pre-quake level. They continue their efforts to
recover to the pre-quake level.

WAL — DA FEERTHE LN —F—ar DREHL T 55 IR 44 BT
TIE RERICL TN AR MR 6had NI ZADHE BLZ6
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DIHLHWE W E DO RE D72 /NRIEH X O IAE OVEN TRt 1352
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Restart of growth after the earthquake.
PR PR LAk

Tha aftermath of the earthquake.
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Growers said “We would like to produce flowers to repay everyone for their helps’ .
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Activity of Hanaiku-Floral education

1EH DI E)

'Hanaiku' is to cultivate feeling of tenderness and beauty
from the experiences of growing or enjoying flowers and
plants, such as making flowerbeds or Ikebana, Japanese
style flower arrangement. ‘Hanaiku' is evaluated by the
educational persons concerned because it is good for
children's emotional developments and it is spreading
across elementary and junior high schools mainly.

It is said that a good experience of growing or being
close to flowers and plants in childhood would be a very
good opener to consume flowers and plants when they
grow up. Therefore, National council of Hanaiku
promotion was founded by people in flower industry and
educators in order to promote ‘Hanaiku’ activity. The
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries of Japan
is supporting 'Hanaiku' activity to promote 'Hanaiku'
since it leads to activation of Japanese flower industry.

(LR JLIE ATER R EN e & fERRRITBL A B TA
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Nursery school
toddler working
at a flowerbed in
a park.
AFETORE R
DIEHEEY

‘Shiba boya’ boy with grass hair
using plastic bottle.

Y MRMVE R L 722 DR RER
Flower arrangement class in an elementary school. rZxye)
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Sale with the vase life guarantee

HEF 5 PRk 5¢

As a method for achieving higher customer’s satisfaction,
sale with vase life guarantee has been introduced to
Japanese industry. Using this sale method, flower
industry tries to improve customer satisfaction with
communication among growers, auctionists, wholesalers
and retailers. At the same time, various studies and
technical developments for post-harvest are being done.
Also, it has been defined as one of the most important
elements for expanding consumption of flowers and
plants by “ the Promotion Strategy for the Flower
Industry ”” developed by the MAFF in 2010.

HBEHHEEWILEZ 2300 LTIHEFHRGE
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Vase life testing.
EIEHFF BB OB T

Sale of products with a vase life guarantee.
HEFHRAEE DR T
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Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Government of Japan

Cooperation

Kochi agricultural college / Miyazaki Agricultural Research Institute /

FLOWER SPIRIT Co.,Ltd. / Takii&Company,Limited /

Kagawa Pref. / AUCNET INC. / Miyake Nursery,LTD. /
OOMORI KAKI Co.,Ltd. / Shimane Pref. / Suntory Flowers Ltd. /
Taiei Kaen Co., Ltd. / Sheena Orchids / RANKOBOH /
Mukoyama Orchids Co., Ltd. / Kawano Mericlone Co.Ltd. /
Hasegawa Engei / Kobayashi Sangyo Co.,Ltd. /

KURIHARA RYOKUCHI CO.,LTD. / NRT Garden Products,Inc. /

HIBIYA-KADAN FLORAL CO.,LTD./YOU KA EN INC. /

Ota Floriculture Resarch Institute Ltd. / Flower Auction Japan Inc. /

Japan Floral Marketing Association / MPS Japan Co.,Ltd. /
Japan Flower Promotion Center Foundation

Recent Movement in Flower Industry

MPS-Milieu Programma Sierteelt
MPS (fE& i 8 A a8RIE) IS W T

MPS is the international certification of the entire
horticulture sector for growers and traders.

It was launched as the environmental program of
floriculture in the Netherlands then introduced to
Japan in 2007. Around 200 growers and 16 traders
participate at present.

MPS corresponds to environment, quality
management and corporate social responsibility. That
means MPS contributes to the supply of more reliable
products.
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Sale of the authorized product with
MPS logo.
MPSFEGIE~ —2 LBGIERE ih DM TE DR T-

Fe17
HAEI B AR OK REE
WAER

R AL SR AL / B I UL e Sk /
W77 77— 2t / FRAMRIER / TR/ BRA—2A0h/
H=EIETTE / BRBRAEST / BRI / M) =777 /
ERFAEE / WML FEZ VB / LE /@ m i/

R ATy / RANEZ / /NREESEERR / SR R*AL /
@NRTA—7>7ayry / WHLAEE / B —FER /
BRHIESIEDAGTETT / W7 5T —F —rvar xRy /
(—*HARTO—INI = T4 T/ MPSTY %230 /
FHATEE Kty —



MAFF
B PR K BE

Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries

1-2-1,kasumigaseki,chiyoda-ku,
tokyo,100-8950 JAPAN
FOHRTACH X #E258 1-2-1

Ak 7 03-3502-8111 (ftF%)
http://www.maff.go.jp/
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