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WINTER

ANew Year's ornament pine branches, Kadomatsu

(P#2)

"Kadomatsu" is decorations made with
assembled pine branches enhanced by stems of
bamboo and sprays of plum trees.

Japan's Flower Culture
HADFEXAL

Life and culture in relation to flowers and plants

-A literary calendar of flowers and plants-

In Japan, a country where flowers and plants have a
strong presence, there are various festivities and customs
in connection with flowers and plants. Participation in
these annual events allows the Japanese to establish and
reconfirm the bonds they have with one another.

The Japanese possess a unique sense of beauty hidden in
its traditions, in which simplicity takes precedence over
splendor. Such sense was developed in the pursuit for
beauty derived from being at one with nature,
accompanied by the feeling of loneliness of some kind at
its core. This sentiment has been passed on over
generations in its world-class traditional culture, such as
the Japanese floral art (Ikebana), Bonsai, and Tea
ceremony.
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SUMMER

A Star Festival, Tanabata (‘£ %)
An event on July 7th, making one wish upon the stars. People write
there wishes on colorful strips of paper and hang them on bamboo
branches.

P The O-bon festival (%)
This is the Buddhist event occurring from the 13th to 16th of July or
August to hold a memorial service to the spirits of ancestors.Some
specific kind of flowers called O-bon flowers are offered to ancestors
on those days.
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