
Natural Capital 

To achieve successful economic cooperation in 
Biological Diversity Conservation 

Make Japan richer through a “natural capital” aspect in corporate management 
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EEB  (The Economics of Ecosystems & Biodiversity) 
It is an international research project to evaluate the economic value of biodiversity. 

Evaluating biodiversity from the 
viewpoint of economic value will show 
you that our human society has been 
sustained by natural capital. 
ＴＥＥＢ, The Economics of Ecosystems & Biodiversity, was proposed at the 9th 
Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(COP9) held in Bonn, Germany in 2008, and the results were published in 2010 at 
COP10 held in Nagoya. 

Its Foundation policy, National and international policy, Local and regional policy, and Business 
and enterprises policy were published in 2010. 
The loss of value of our ecosystem services in land portion alone amounts to 5 billion euros every 
year. 
If we do not take any measures, the loss of economic value by the year 2050 is estimated to be, 
at minimum, 7% of the world’s GDP. 
More and more, efforts are being made by companies in various countries through taking in 
knowledge achieved through ascertaining the correlation between economic activities and 
biodiversity and using the knowledge thus acquired in their business activities. 

Ｔ 

atural capital is our asset. 
It is the resource of ecosystem services (and goods harvested from nature) which 
make our lives richer. 

Companies’ use of water or mineral resources should be checked for 
their adequate and comprehensive management of natural capital. 
Information disclosure of business activities on the impact of natural 
capital and ecosystem services should also be requested and checked.  

N 

Companies are in a new  
phase of biodiversity conservation 
activities.  

➤ “Measuring the value of harvest from nature” on the Ministry of the 
Environment website provides basic information on economic value 
evaluation concerning TEEB and biodiversity and TEEB. 
http://www.biodic.go.jp/biodiversity/activity/polycy/valuation/index.html 
➤You can also download the “TEEB reports and public awareness 
brochures.” 
http://www.biodic.go.jp/biodiversity/about/library/TEEB_pamphlet.html 
➤ You can download the “Economics of Biodiversity (TEEB) Report/ 
Japanese version (tentative)” from the website of the Public Interest 
Incorporated Foundation Institute for Global Environment Strategies (IGES)  
http://www.iges.or.jp/jp/archive/pmo/1103teeb.html 



Companies can also gain numerous benefits 
from the following cooperation activities. 

We can gain richer biodiversity if 
companies cooperate with agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries. 

ocial relationship S 
Companies that procure natural capital (=resources) from agriculture, forestry and fisheries will 
achieve stable and sustainable supplies of water, wood and food resources by proactively 
participating in the activities of concern and building good relationships with the local producing 
areas, which contributes to the minimization of management risk. 

onsumer trust 

Rich biodiversity will itself be proof of the security and safety of foods produced in the 
region. And it will satisfy consumers and markets. Enhancing natural capital sustainability 
will give added value to the products and services, gain the support and trust of consumers, 
and boost the company branding. 

We promote the making of better cooperation platforms to enhance the 
synergy between companies and producers. 

C 

ood support system G 
To strengthen the connection between companies and producers, some networks have been 
built among the national government, local governments, businesses and other organizations. 

arming, forestry and fishing village’s values are highly recognized 

Japan’s rich biodiversity resources have been sustained and nurtured by people engaged with Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries in each of the fields of concern. 

Most of the rare and unique plants and animals in Japan exist places near farming villages or forestry and fishery 

villages. Woods and farmlands provide us with various goods and services harvested from nature. 

This awareness has become known worldwide since the 10th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (COP10) held in Nagoya in 2010. 

The high value of these villages in Japan has gained wide recognition. 

It may be said that nature should be left untouched, but  

many companies have started making lives richer by “touching natural resources.” 

Creative use of nature Adequate use of nature Natural conservation 

Companies that give added value to products 

or services  

Companies are making efforts to conserve 

ecosystem balance of the natural capital that 

they use in their business activities. They 

promote use of domestic timber and use 

Satoyama with new approaches. They are 

developing and promoting use of bioresources 

in the regions of concern, and are working to 

develop new alternatives to counter import-

dependent bioresources. 

A society that can achieve sustainable 

procurement 

To achieve sustainable procurement of 

resources, companies make efforts to 

obtain management certification, restrict 

or reduce the use of resources, and 

introduce renewable energy. 

Companies that can raise business value 

by CSR activities 

Companies cooperate in conservation 

and efforts to increase the populations of 

endangered animals. 

Some provide “ecological networks” in 

their factories. These works include  

conserving regional species and 

eradicating alien species. 
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Economic values of biodiversity in villages 
engaged in agriculture, forestry, and fisheries 

An estimate concerning the economic values of biodiversity in villages engaged in agriculture,  

forestry, fisheries has shown that many people are willing to pay a certain amount for the  

conservation of biodiversity. 

It is shown that the amount of economic value in the regions ranges from 100 -130 billion yen/year as follows. 

Japanese villages are found to have high value and importance once again. 

( sum: household base/year) 

Hamanaka Town, Hokkaido 
Efforts to stop overdevelopment of 
pastures and regain a comfortable 
environment for endangered species 
such as the Blakiston’s fish owl and 
the Japanese Huchen 

Amount willing to pay 

2,200 yen/year 

Total amount as a nation 

114.3 billion yen 

2,423 yen/year 

Amount willing to pay 

Total amount as a nation 

125.9 billion yen 

1,974 yen/year 

Amount willing to pay 

Total amount as a nation 

102.6 billion yen 

Amount willing to pay 

2,436 yen/year 

Total amount as a nation 

126.6 billion yen 

Amount willing to pay 

2,370 yen/year 
Total amount as a nation 

123.1 billion yen 

Amount willing to pay 

2,239 yen/year 

Total amount as a nation 

116.3 billion yen 

Amount willing to pay 

2,384 yen/year 

Total amount as a nation 

123.8 billion yen 

Tsushima City, Nagasaki Prefecture 
 
 
Efforts to increase food for prey for the 
endangered species of cat, Tsushima 
Yamaneko, the last wildcats in Japan, and 
to produce Tsushimayamaneko rice, organic 
rice and put water into rice paddies in 
winter 

Aso City, Kumamoto Prefecture 

Efforts to sell vegetables with “Aso grassy plain 
regeneration stickers.” 
To conserve and maintain the grassy environment, 
stickers will be put on vegetables that are made using 
wild grass compost. 
Efforts to conserve endemic species in the plain. 

Neba Village, Nagano Prefecture 
The village is working together mainly with  
the Neba Village Forestry Cooperative on 
adequate thinning of artificial Japanese cedar 
forests, which contributes to conserving the 
397 underlayer species in the forest.  

Hita City, Oita 
Prefecture 
Marumata Forestry Co. Ltd has took 
the forest management certification 
in one of the largest forest regions in 
Japan. 
In particularly typhoon-affected 
areas, 
they planted mainly by natural 
regeneration of broadleaved species. Onna Village, Okinawa Prefecture 

Onna Village Fishermen’s Cooperative and  
Igetatakeuchi （based in Tottori Pref.） are  
cooperating for planting  
the mother coral. 
Efforts to restore and conserve the coral reef 
and sea (Satoumi). 

Sera Town, Hiroshima Prefecture 
Biotope rice paddies with organic. 
farming are implementing eco-based farming. cutting 
grasses with care around the rice paddies for 
endangered species .Settling fish paths. 
Regular extermination of alien species and 
production of rice contributing to conservation of 
wildlife in Satoyama. 
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