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Kikusui is dedicated to the study of all items 
and concepts associated with sake; the design 
of this replica sake cup is based on historical 
sake serving vessels and documents from the 
Kikusui Sake Culture Institute’s collection. 
These cups draw on traditional auspicious 
symbols, with a woman’s face mask design on 
the inside and an ogre mask design on the 
outside, symbolic of attracting happiness and 
warding off evil.

Kikusui Sake Co., Ltd.     750, Shimagata, Shibata-shi, Niigata

URL   https://www.kikusui-sake.com/ Mail   customer@kikusui-sake.com

Case ３ Mumyoi Ware
Mumyoi Ware is a traditional craft of Sado Island in Niigata, with a distinctive feel of 
warmth to its deep red clay. 
“Mumyoi” refers to the clay that comes from the Sado gold and silver mines: this 
iron-oxide-rich clay is then shaped and fired at high temperatures. 
The result is exceptionally hard pottery — so hard that it rings almost like metal when 
struck — that develops a beautiful luster with use.

These items take advantage of the natural 
sheen of the clay from the nearby 
mountains, and use local colors for the 
maple leaf design — a trademark based on 
the area’s beautiful maple gardens. 
The perfectly balanced thickness of these 
allows their users to experience the 
warmth of the clay.

Kanazuyaki Oshimi-Gama   1206, Kanazu, Akiha-ku, Niigata-shi, Niigata

Osamu Oshimi is a potter whose workshop is located 
near Sekiyu no Sato in Akiha Ward, of Niigata City.
He uses actual maple leaves for the maple leaf designs 
on his works, and uses natural glazes, fired in a wood-
fired climbing kiln.

URL   http://www.kanaduyaki.jp/

Case ４ Kanazuyaki
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