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700+ members
100 countries & territories

Join us! @
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BEEDTERS

BEERE. TIE - BRERXR - ALXD Definition of Organic Agriculture
RBRZIFGCEIREREES AT LTHD. Organic agriculture is a production system that
TNIE. HIROBRERRDEH. sustains the health of soils, ecosystems and
EYZ R ETRIRICAEZE T, people. It relies on ecological processes,
KD T, Zﬂ(g%%ﬂ’i&(i@“?ﬁl%@ﬁﬁﬁ’&ﬂﬁf biodiversity and cycles adapted to local
Thns. conditions, rather than the use of inputs with
adverse effects. Organic agriculture combines
BHEEE. &S ERIZZFOTT. tradition, innovation and science to benefit the
HARBEHE U TZDOEHFZDNESL. shared environment and promote fair
BRI D INRNTOEY)E ANEIDRC relationships and a good quality of life for all
NIF/REFRZE S EH(C involved.

am(L\DB) - FE(KSL)DEZEDS.

"Organic agriculture is a holistic production management system which promotes and enhances agro-ecosystem health, including biodiversity, biological cycles, and

soil biological activity. It emphasises the use of management practices in preference to the use of off-farm inputs, taking into account that regional conditions require
locally adapted systems. This is accomplished by using, where possible, agronomic, biological, and mechanical methods, as opposed to using synthetic materials, to 5
fulfil any specific function within the system." (FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission, 1999).



Transformative changes are needed in our food,
agriculture and trade systems in order to increase
diversity on farms, reduce our use of fertilizer and
other inputs, support small-scale farmers and
create strong local food systems.
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2013 UNCTAD report : ‘Wake up before it is too late
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Organic hotspot counties* and economic growth

Counties with high levels of organic agricultural activity tend to benefit their local economies,
based on research conducted by the Organic Trade Association. OTA's report

w identifies 225 counties nationwide as organic hotspots.
: 13 &
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* OTA defines a hotspot as a cluster of counties with two important

L Number of organic
hotspot counties

characteristics: (A) they are counties with statistically high numbers
of organic operations (farms and businesses), and (B) they have |:| 1-10
neighboring counties with high numbers of organic operations. |:l 11-20

Source: Edward Jaenicke, - 21-30
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miyoshi@ifoam.bio
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