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Brief Introduction 
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What is the ITPGRFA? 

An international legally binding instrument aimed at 
the 
1) conservation and sustainable use of plant 

genetic resources for food and agriculture and  
2) the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 

arising out of their use for sustainable agriculture 
and food security. 
 

 In harmony with the Convention on Biological 
Diversity 



The scope of the Treaty is all plant genetic resources for 
food and agriculture 

J.T.Esquinas 
J. T. Esquinas 

J. T. Esquinas J. T. Esquinas 



Background 
 
– Adopted in 2001  and in force since 2004 
– Treaty Systems made  operational since 2007 
– Membership:  132 Contracting Parties, open-

ended 
– GB Meetings: 2006 (Madrid), 2007 (Rome), 

2009 (Tunisia), 2011 (Indonesia), 2013 
(Oman) 

– GB6: October 2015 
 
4TH High-Level Round Table 
24 Sept. New York, UNGA. 



http://www.planttreaty.org/content/members-contracting-parties 
 
http://www.planttreaty.org/list_of_countries 

Global Membership Map  
132 Contracting Parties 

http://www.planttreaty.org/content/members-contracting-parties
http://www.planttreaty.org/list_of_countries


ASIA - Membership  Map 

Japan Joined 
in 2013 



ASIA – 16 Contracting Parties 

Bangladesh Bhutan Cambodia 

Democratic Republic of Korea India Indonesia 

Japan Laos 
 

Malaysia 
 

Maldives 
 Myanmar Nepal 

Pakistan 
 Philippines Republic of Korea 

Sri Lanka   

List of CPs in the Region 

China, Mongolia, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Vietnam. (5 Non CPs) 



Distribution of accessions from genebank by 
recipient in Japan 
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Year 

Independent 
corporation 

Public research 
institute 

 
University 

 
Private 
sector 

 
Foreign 

countries 

 
Total 

2003 4,468 7,424 160 240 12,292 

2004 3,418 621 238 166 4,443 

2005 4,652 350 171 718 5,891 

2006 6,736 1,732 175 58 8,701 

2007 4,977 805 251 117 6,150 

Total by 
recipient 

24,251 10,932 995 1,299 37,477 



The Treaty’s Main Systems 
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Article 5: Conservation, Exploration, Collection, 
Characterization, Evaluation and Documentation 

Each Contracting Party shall … , in cooperation with other 
Contracting Parties …, promote an integrated approach 
to the exploration, conservation and sustainable use of 
PGRFA: 

• c)  Promote or support … farmers and local 
communities’ efforts to manage and conserve on-farm 
their PGRFA;  

• d)  Promote in situ conservation of wild crop relatives 
and wild plants for food production, including in 
protected areas, by supporting, inter alia, the efforts of 
indigenous and local communities;  

 
 



Article 6: Sustainable Use of Plant Genetic Resources  

   The Contracting parties 
shall develop and 
maintain appropriate 
policy and legal 
measures that promote 
the sustainable use of 
plant genetic resources 
for food and 
agriculture.  
 



Multilateral System 

P1 

R1 

R2 
SMTA2 

SMTA1 

SMTA3 

On-farm 
conservation 

information 
exchange & 

tech.transfer 

sustainable 
use 

1,1% of net sales 

Priorities 
Criteria 

Operational Procedures 

Private 
Sector Voluntary  

contributions 
(eg, NW, IT) 

Benefit-
sharing fund 

CP 

Int’l org Natural and  
legal person 

Others 

Others International Treaty Main  
Operational Systems & Mechanisms 

priority:  
farmers in developing countries 
who conserve and sustainably 

utilize PGRFA 

100,000+ transfers 07 

600+ transfer/day 



MLS: Daily Transfers of PGRFA 
• 1.5 million documented 
samples in the System, from 
CGIAR alone 

• 600 – 800 documented 
transfers every day 

• information technology tools for 
managing System operations 



More than Museums  



17 

Japan submits almost 18,000 crops and forages into the 
Multilateral System 

The Treaty publishes online 
information on other 
material included in the 
MLS and on how to get 
access to it for plant 
breeders worldwide.  

 
Plant breeders in Japan 

benefit from this 
facilitated access. 



 
The Treaty’s Benefit-sharing Fund: 
•Supports projects aimed at smallholder farmers in 
developing countries who conserve and sustainably use 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. 
•Priorities of the Benefit-sharing Fund: 

− on farm management and conservation; 
− information exchange, technology transfer and 

capacity building; 
− sustainable use. 

•Three Calls already 

The Benefit-sharing Fund 
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Impact in the field 

 
 

Ms P. R. Sarrasamma – leader of a women self-help group and 
beneficiary of the project in India 

• “Our indigenous agriculture is part of our culture and 
identity. Unfortunately we are loosing our rich tradition. 
Most of our varieties, especially cowpea varieties, are 
vanishing. 

 
•  Before the benefit-sharing project only 4 families in the 

entire tribal community were cultivating these varieties. 
Now, we have more than 40 women actively cultivating 
these varieties.  

 
• We saved enough seeds for the next seasons and also 

shared  the seeds among our friends and relatives. We 
earned income and started preparing our own traditional 
recipes.  

•  More and more women are showing interest in cultivating 
these varieties. Thanks to the International Treaty and its 
Benefit-sharing Fund for reviving our own identity.“ 
 

• With the support of the Benefit-sharing Fund, the project in 
India established 14 village level enterprises, nine of which 
are women self help groups, and distributed planting 
material to over 300 farmers  
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Impact in the field  

 
 

Ms Selfin Aloyo – beneficiary of the project in Kenya 

• “Before we got involved in this project we cultivated 
almost exclusively cassava.  Whenever we planted 
finger millet, we would just broadcast  the seeds on the 
ground. As a result, the crop would become crowded 
and weeding would be a big challenge. 

    
• We used our harvest as domestic food, but we never 

achieved any surplus yields that we could sell at the 
market for profits.    
 

• We used to put a lot of effort in cultivation, but it was 
all in vain before we came to know about the new 
finger millet variety promoted by Maseno University. 
There is a market for finger millet, and the variety 
promoted by Maseno University is strong, grows fast, 
and has high yields and good nutritional value.” 
 

• With the help of the Benefit-sharing Fund, the Maseno 
University demonstrated the benefits of locally adapted 
improved finger millet varieties to more than 3000 
farmers, and distributed more than nine tonnes of seed 
to over 1000 farmers. 

 



 







Strengthening the resilience of Pacific agricultural 
systems to climate change through enhancing access to 

and use of diversity 
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Recent Developments since 2013 
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Current Situation 

1. Successfully has entered new Treaty 
implementation phase  

2. Completed Start-up Phase and entered 
Enhancement Phase: 

1. Increasing benefit-sharing (monetary and non-monetary) 
2. Enhancing functioning of MLS, e.g. crop coverage 

3. Active implementation of new areas:   
1. Global Information System 
2. Sustainable use of PGRFA 
3. Non-monetary benefit-sharing 

4. Increasing partnerships with partners (esp. CBD, 
CGIAR, CGRFA, GCDT, UNDP, UNEP and others) 

26 



Major Outcomes: GB5 

1. Working Group to enhance the Multilateral 
system (MLS) 
 Increase user-based payments & contributions to 

the Benefit-Sharing Fund (BSF), etc. 
 Enhance the functioning of the MLS (e.g. through 

possible expansions) 
 Hold 3 meetings 
 Regional representation 
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Major Outcomes: GB5 (contd.) 

 

2. Global Information System (Article 17) 
  Promote & facilitate exchange of information on 

scientific, technical & environmental matters 
related to PGRFA  
 Collaborate & consult with CGIAR, CBD, etc 

 

 
 
 28 



Major Outcomes: GB5 (contd.) 

4. Sustainable Use (Article 6) 
 Promote conservation & use of local & locally adapted varieties, 

underutilized crops & their knowledge system  
 Collaborate & consult with GFAR, CBD, etc. 

 
5. Approval to Launch 3rd Call for BSF Project Proposals 
 Launched in March 2014 
 15 million USD available for benefit-sharing in this biennium 
 Donors:  EC, Norway, Italy, Spain, Indonesia 
 Focus:  

1. On-Farm Conservation of PGRFA: Immediate Action Projects: direct benefit 
for farmers : adaptation to climate change, drought and water scarcity 

2. International Cooperation: Co-Development & Transfer of Technology 
Projects, including genomics and fenomics 
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Participation in Intersessional work 
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Meeting Dates 

Ad Hoc Working Group on the 
Enhancement of the 
Functioning of the Multilateral 
system (2nd meeting) 

8-11 December, Geneva 

Global Information system on 
PGRFA 

January 2015, San Diego, USA 

Committee on Sustainable 
Use 

November (Tbc) 

Event Dates 

Fourth High-Level Round Table 24 September, New York 



Downstream Uses of PGRFA 
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On-farm 
conservation and 

management  

Window 1 of the 
Benefit-sharing fund 

SAP on climate change 
adaptation 

Leading the Field 
initiative, Window 1 

and Window 2 

Ex-situ 
conservation 

Nat. Genebanks 
CGIAR 

Svalbard 

Crop Trust endowment 
Other mechanisms 

Exchange of 
germplasm 

Global Multilateral 
System 

Contracting Parties 
Regular budget 

The Work Underway … 

integrating the product development chains  
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Information 
systems 

-Global Information 
System 

-DivSeek 

Benefit-sharing Fund  
(Window 3) 

Individual donors 

Pre-breeding  

-Traits discovery 
-Public/private 
partnerships 

Benefit-sharing Fund 
Individual donors 

Technology 

-Connecting 
platforms 

-Offering Tech. 
packets 

Benefit-sharing Fund 
Individual donors 

… The Work Underway 

integrating the product development chains  
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Relationship with the CBD and the 
Nagoya Protocol 
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The Treaty & the CBD/Nagoya Protocol on ABS 
• The Treaty is recognized in the Nagoya Protocol as a component of the new 

international ABS regime. 
• The Treaty is a specialized instrument that is supportive to the CBD/NP 

objectives. 
• The differences between the two instruments: 
  
  
 

 
 

 

NP Treaty 

Scope All GRs PGRFA 

Recognition of special sectoral 
needs 

Limited (model clauses) Full recognition of specificities 
(specialized ABS regime) 

Access Bilateral and variable Multilateral and standard 

Transaction costs High Low 

Benefit-sharing 
 

Bilateral and variable Multilateral and standard 

International providers  No recognition CGIAR Centers 



Key leading role of Japan in the Nagoya Protocol 
 

• It contributed, financially and technically, to the negotiations of the 
Protocol 

• It hosted the CBD Conference of the Parties where the Protocol was 
approved 

• First donor to the Protocol Implementation Fund (≤ Benefit-sharing Fund) 
• Donor to the GEF implementation programme 
 
 Strategic importance of GRs for Japan 
 Equally leading role to play vis-à-vis the Treaty  
 

 

 



Major Benefits for Japan 

37 



Major Benefits for Japan 

• Access to a global genepool of more than 1,5 
million accessions 

• Influence an important international policy fora 
with a high impact on food security 

• Participate in the Global Information System on 
PGRFA to better connect with existing research 
efforts 

• An intrument that mirrors the systems of the CBD 
and the Nagoya Protocol with facilitated access 
for the agricultural sector  
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Major Benefits for Japan (Cont’) 

• Technology Transfer Platform 
• Improving the linkages of genomics and 

phenomics 
• Standards on PGRFA information exchange 
• Capfitogen Tools 
• Consolidate a regional food security network 

based on PGRFA 
 
 
 
 

39 



Thank you! 
International Treaty Secretariat 

at FAO, Building B, 6th floor 
Tel.:  06-570-56343 

E-mail:  pgrfa-treaty@fao.org 
www.planttreaty.org  

http://www.planttreaty.org/
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