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East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum 12th Annual Meeting

Date : 24 April 2019
Venue: Beijing, China

Agenda:
1 Opening session
= Welcome remarks by representative of MARA, China

- Message by representative of MAFF, Japan
- Message by representative of the UPOV Office

2 Adoption of the agenda

3  Report on recent development of UPOV

4  Discussion on comments from China and Republic of Korea regarding the Rule of Procedure
and the 10-Year Strategic Plan of the EAPVP Forum

5 Presentation on updated Individual Implementing Strategies and the proposal of the
national-specific cooperation Activities in 2019-2020 under the 10-Year Strategic Plan, if any

6  Report of the Pilot project for EAPVP Regional Mechanism (Regional Cooperation Activities)

7  Adoption of the list of the Cooperation Activities in 2019-2020

8  Host country for the 13th EAPVP Forum Annual Meeting
9 Other matters
10 Adoption of the report of the meeting

11 Closing of the meeting
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14:00-14:20

Opening cenmony

(1} Welcome speech by Mr. ZHANG Yanqiu, Director General, Department of Seed
Industry Management, Ministry of Agricufture and Rural Affairs, P, R. China

{2) welcome speech by Mr. WANG Yonghai, Director General, Development Center
of Science & Technology, National Forestry and Grassland Administration, P. R.

China

{3) Address by Mr. Do OZAKI, Director, intellectual Property Division,
Food Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries,

Japan

(4) Address by Mr. Peter BUTTON, Vice Secretary-General, UPOV

14:20-14:40

The Latest Development on PVP in

Agricultural Field in China

Mr. ZHU Yan, Deputy Director General, DCST
MARA

14:40-15:00

The Latest 'Devéio pment on PVP in
Forestryf Field in Chma

DCST, NFGA

Mr. LONG Sanqun, Deputy Director General,

15:00-15:10

| Watch shcnrt f“lrn cxf PVP n china

15:10-15:25

Coffee Break

15:25-15:45

'untematlonal Cooperation in DUS Test
Exarmination

| Wir. Tomochika MOTOMURA,

Technical/Regional Officer (Asia), UPOV

| Dr. HAN Ruix, Fellow, UPOV

15:45-16:05 | inter hational Cocperatidn in DUS Test Mr. Gerhard SCHUON, Head of Technical
Examination and Take-over in EU Unit, CPVO
16:05-16:25 | International Cooperation inthe PVP | Mr. Atsuhiro Meno, Senior Advisor,
implementation in Japan IP Divigion, MAFF
16:25-16:40 | Development in PVP in the W.S. (I) Ms. Elaine WU, Senior Counsel, Office of
Policy and International Affairs, USPTO, USA
16:40-16:55 | Development in PVP in the W.S. (I} D, Kitisti SUKHAPINDA, [ntellectual Property |
Attaché, Office of Policy and International
Affalrs, USPTO, USA
16:55-17:20 | Q&A
17:20-17:25 | Wrapping up
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THE RULE OF PROCEDURE
FOR THE EAST ASIA PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION FORUM

The EAPVPF Forum adopted the Rule of the Procedure for the East Asia Plant Variety Protection
Forum at its 11" EAPVP Forum Annual Meeting and revised at its 12th EAPVP Forum Annual

Meeting as follows:

1. Purpose of this Document

The "Guideline for Operation of the East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum (hereinafter
referred to as the “Guideline”)” approved by the 1st Meeting of the Forum on 23 July 2008 provides
background, objectives, activities and framework of the East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum
(hereinafter referred to as the “Forum”). In order to promote plant variety protection in
accordance with the UPOV Convention in the Forum based on the 10-Year Strategic Plan and to
demarcate the objectives/activities of the Forum and the administrative procedure to operate the
Forum, the Forum has revised the current Guideline and adopted as the “Rule of Procedure for
the East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum” (hereinafter referred to as the “ROP”).

The ROP is intended to assist all members and guests of the Forum to implement
cooperation activities and other relative activities under the Forum as well as to operate annual
Meetings of the Forum. The ROP is meant to apply generally to all future activities in the Forum.
It is recognized, however, that different contexts and situations will require different responses

and adaptations.

The Forum’s cooperation activities proposed by the members each year, which require
financial support in particular, need to be in line with the Common Direction of the 10-Year
Strategic Plan with a view to streamlining the Forum’s cooperation activities toward further

harmonization andferintegrity of the PVP system in East Asian region.

2. Framework of the Forum

2.1 Members and Guests
- Members of the Forum are Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Lao

People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Republic of Korea,

Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam.
- The UPQV Office, the UPOV members in other regions and the ASEAN Secretariat willing

to participate in the Forum are invited as the guests.
- Any guests are allowed to express their views and the comments with the consent of the

all delegates of the participating member countries.

2.2 The Meeting of the Forum
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The Meeting of the Forum will be held annually. The annual Meeting of the Forum is
chaired by the host country. The host country for the next annual Meeting of the Forum
will be decided from the willing member countries at the annual Meeting of the Forum.
English is the official language of the Forum.

The host country should set up the Secretariat which is responsible for organizing the
annual Meeting of the Forum, dissemination and exchange of the information related to
the Forum, and preparation of the Forum work report during its term.

The Secretariat needs to succeed its responsibilities to the next host country. The
responsibilities of the Secretariat will be taken over at the time of the end of the annual
Meeting of the Forum.

Each member country would set up a Liaison Office to be responsible for the
communication on Forum affairs and information exchange.

2.3 Planningand lmplementation-of the Forum Activities
Member country is expected on each country’s initiative, to plan and+mplement—aeﬂwt|es

mmm#uecmnr@meeﬂen-eﬁhﬂ%ﬁtm@e@e-% to cooperate Forum activities
while placing priorities on the relevant strategy of the Forum.

Member countries can receive support from donor(s) in organizing the Forum and
implementing relevant cooperative activities, which may be subject to the consultation with
the donor(s) followed by the discussion and adoption at the annual Meetings of the Forum.
It should be emphasized that any activities under the Forum will be carried out based on
the autonomy of member countries, and will be promoted mutual contributions by member
countries in each field where they possess an advantage.

The official website of the Forum is technically supported by Japan and the content of the
website is jointly managed by all member countries.

The UPOV Office extends assistance to the Forum activities under the cooperative
framework of the Government of Japan and in accordance with UPOV’s priorities.

3. Reporting and Communications

Member countries are encouraged to report their cooperative activities after their
implementation as well as during the activities to share those experiences and expand
those activities in the member countries in a synergistic manner.

All members are encouraged to plan and implement their activities reflecting information
shared by other countries under the Forum activities.

4. Revision of the ROP
- The revision of the ROP may be raised by any member countries and should be

adopted by consensus at the Meeting of the Forum.
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THE 10-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN OF THE EAPVP FORUM (2018-2027)

The EAPVPF Forum,

Recalling the 10" EAPVP Forum annual Meeting held in Nay Pyi Taw on 11 September 2017
adopted to discuss and prepare the next 10 years plan at the 11" Forum annual Meeting.

Reaffirming enhanced technical capacity of each country including the DUS examination
during the past decade thanks to series of cooperation activities under the Forum. Also
recognizing that DUS test stations have been newly established or strengthened in some

member countries.

Recognizing that the DUS test guideline for tropical plant discussed under the EAPVP
activities, and was considered in the discussion in UPOV Technical Working Parties (TWPs)
which have served to provide detailed practical guidance for the harmonized examination of
DUS testing.

Considering harmonization of the PVP systems in the region, although some positive
movement/development towards becoming UPOV member in some EAPVP member
countries appears, further harmonization erintegrity of the PVP system in East Asian region
should be considered.

Assessing the result of consecutive activities of information exchanges and public awareness,
further region-specific programs in East Asia region in consistent with UPOV Convention that
has function to encourage non-UPOV members in EAPVP Forum to join to the UPOV
membership should be encouraged.

Noting different situation and concerns of each Forum member country surrounding PVP as
ever discussion in the EAPVP Forum.

adopted at its 11" EAPVP Forum Annual Meeting and revised at its 12th Annual Meeting as
follows:
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1.

Common Direction
Composition of the Common direction is as follows:

(a) “Long-term direction” as the Forum’s long-term direction reflecting its interests

Establish effective PVP systems consistent with the—4991+—Aet—ef-the UPOV

Convention {hereinafter—referred—to—as—the “UPOV-Cenvention”) among Forum
members towards achieving all Forum members’ membership of UPOV, as—a

O racion BIVIBE G aTa

further PVP harmonization and cooperation in the region in order to contribute to

developing sustainable agriculture and achieving food security

(b) “Objectives” as Forum's direct goals to be achieved over the next 10 years in
Common direction
- Objectivel:
Strengthen national PVP system consistent with the UPOV Convention to

encourage investment in plant breeding

- Objective2:

Contribute to support achievement of UPQOV membership, to facilitate

harmonization of application and examination procedures, and to enhance
efficient PVP cooperation in the region

(c) “Core activities” as prioritized activities to achieve the Objective1 and Objective2,
national-specific activities and regional cooperation activities, are given, respectively,
as follows:

- National-specific activities to achieve Objective 1, which will be implemented
according to development of each Forum member’s PVP system consistent with
the UPOV Convention

i Develop national PVP laws and regulations, with the assistance of the Office
of UPOV!

ii. Establish/strengthen national administrative procedures for implementing
PVP system from filing of application to granting rights

1 The Forum member who wishes to implement the activities requires an official request to the Office of
UPOV for advice and assistance according to the-1991-Aetef the UPOV Convention.
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lii. Capacity building for examination of applications
iv. Develop DUS test guidelines

V. Awareness raising on UPOV system for relevant officers, policy makers and
stakeholders (better understanding of UPOV system and its benefits, etc.)

Vi. Strengthen private-public partnership to foster effective PVP system
- Regional cooperation activities to achieve Objective 2

I.  Elaberate-eommeon Cooperate to develop DUS test guidelines consistent with
the UPQOV system

ii.  Synthesize Cooperate to develop a harmonized application form and
examination procedure

fif. Cooperate on trainings and exchange of experience on PVP administration,
DUS examination, etc.

iv. Share best practices for effective enforcement

The regional cooperation activities would be implemented by plural/whole of Forum
members in a cooperative and effective manner

Individual Implementing Strategy
Each Forum member is requested encouraged to produce an Individual Implementing
Strategic Plan as its national-level strategy which reflects the Common direction mentioned

above in 1. The Individual Implementing Strategy includes national-specific activities taking

into account each Forum member’s individual circumstances. An-ladividual-lmplementing
Strategy-may-also-include regional cooperation-activities: The Forum members can update

its Individual Implementing Strategy on their accord periodically, and sheuld are encouraged

to share with the Forum member each-time-it-happens.
The Plan may includes:

. National goal (for next 10 years)

ii. Objectives (with analysis of challenges (for next 3 years)
Jil. Planned activities (for next 3 years)
iv. Roadmap

Each Individual Implementing Strategic Plans are presented in the Appendices to this

document.
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