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I” m delighted to see the Contemporary Scholars Conference 2026 take
place and very pleased to have this opportunity to speak to you.

Over the next two years, you, as Nuffield Scholars, will travel to
many countries. You will learn about advanced agricultural practices
innovative technologies, and initiatives that strengthen rural
communities.

And 1 am confident that you will take what you learn and apply it to
your own farm businesses and to the agricultural sectors in your home
countries.

The world” s population will continue to grow, and our agricultural
sector must respond to rising demand by increasing productivity while
reducing environmental impacts

To ensure that Japan becomes the country that can contribute most in
this field, we will expand our investment in new areas, including food
tech and agri-tech.

Finally, I sincerely hope that the knowledge and experience you gain
through this program — especially the time you spend in Japan — will
support your growth as leaders who drive agriculture forward in your
respective countries and also contribute to the international
agricultural community.

Let’ s join hands to build a better future!

Thank youl!



