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We, the representatives of farmers in the Asian monsoon region, held a virtual 20" annual | Fx, 77 - %‘/7\“—‘/%%0) EELREFIL, TFHE e 8BRS AT 5—SDGs D
meeting to discuss “Sustainable Food Systems -To achieve Sustainable Development Goals | ZZELIZ AT CT—] ZFEE LT, 5 20 [B] AFGC E/ﬁ( KR Hh AT A TRME LT,
(SDGs)-".

In September 2021, the UN will hold a Food Systems Summit as part of the Decade of Action | 2021 5 9 AT SDGs OEBLUTMIT ZEERE S X7 A0 I v MBBfES LD, Z D
to achieve SDGs by 2030. The Summit will launch bold new actions to make progress on all 17 | %X » FTi&, XL 0 @EEER TEREATEEN DA R BB 27 M2 % SDGs D 17 D
SDGs, each of which relies to some degree on healthier, more sustainable and equitable food | BAEIZXI LT, #REZE L T-OOF T RITEINREIND, o, Iy ME, &T
systems. Moreover, the Summit will awaken the world to the fact that we must work together to | DI E 2% L T, tHFHUTEIT 2 BEHEESCHE HIE~DOE 2 Hx RE S R
transform the way the world produces, consumes and thinks about food. It is a summit for | 572\ & W5 FRICKT HiEms ik S n, MRF O LS TED TAx O
everyone everywhere —a people’s summit. It is also a solutions summit that will require everyone | X > b | Th V|, 7o, BE AT LAORE LIZHIT7ITEI 2 Z$Z L 2RD DY
to take action to transform the world’s food systems. Iy R THHD,

In light of this, AFGC members exchanged experiences, knowledge and activities on what we | = 9 L7256, ARGC JNEAFIARIL, SDGs @ HEEZERIZ M) 7= Fifoe rIRE R =k A
can do for the following five action tracks raised by the UN, and how we can achieve SDGs. The | 7 2% ED X H IZHEBL L, [EHEEE L7 5 DOITEIEHEIIZ )T LT &2 LT < o,
result of the discussions was this Joint Statement, which details these challenges as our | & [E DO#EER « Wik « B A ESW-Eiwm 21T o 7,

benchmark for AFGC'’s future collective actions.

1Y

We urge the governments representing our region to recognize our policy proposals as follows, |  F 41X, < @EE% & LT, AFGC DRIzl D ILENEFBEIOFEH & LT, Z OEIC
and to use them as a basis for sustainable food systems in the Asian monsoon region. Moreover, | X L3 X< HLFEEFICEET S & & b2, FEBUFICX LT, Fx OBORIERN, 7
the role and contribution of cooperatives and farmers’ organizations must also be recognizedand | 7 « E L A — i’ﬂﬂi BT HEHg e BRI AT AR b L okdDB L &
acknowledged by governments and international organizations. B2, BUR - EFRBERIIL W LG d X OVRZERIA D KT & EF1°% O E B & FFadik -
RS L2 T IE 7 720,




1. Ensure Access to Safe and Nutritious Food for All.

In consideration of the fact that the COVID-19 pandemic has brought to light various food
security risks, it is important for governments to establish and promote basic policies that focus
on food security — such as raising levels of domestic food self-sufficiency — and increasing
domestic production by fostering diverse farming entities (including small-scale family farmers),
as well as building a strong supply chain and developing food storage networks that can ensure

stable food supply in any situation.

In the Asian monsoon region, it should be recognized that agricultural work done by small-scale
family farming is essential for food security, eradication of poverty and hunger, promotion of
employment, conservation of land and the natural environment, as well as development of
traditional culture and other non-economical activities. Rice in particular is the most important
and nutrient-rich crop for the region, and sustainable development of paddy field farming,
including the environmental conservation model of rice farming in collaboration with livestock,
must be encouraged, while preserving soil, water, and other important resources which are
necessary to meet the future food demand and supply in terms of both volume and quality, for

the population of the region.

Policies and programs to promote businesses owned by cooperatives and farmers’ organizations
and to provide adequate assistance should be encouraged, so that small-scale family farmers in
the Asian monsoon region can overcome various challenges that they may face — such as damage
incurred through natural disasters, lack of basic infrastructure, control of pests and diseases,
proper water and soil management, insufficient farmland for small-scale farming, and access to

productive resources.

“Access to safe and nutritious food for all” will not come naturally or for free. It will entail added
costs to farmers. The government and society as a whole must therefore provide farmers the
opportunity to recover these costs so that they can sustain their efforts to feed the population

with safe and nutritious food.
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2. Shift to Healthy and Sustainable Consumption Patterns.

Sustainable dietary patterns and food/nutrition education should be promoted through traditional
food and local production for local consumption, which is rooted in the local climate and natural
environment, in order to achieve healthy diets with fewer greenhouse gas emissions. In addition,
there needs to be clear guidance for small-scale family farmers to further develop the local

production of agricultural products.

A goal should be set in each country to halve food loss and waste by 2030, and necessary policy
support and investments to address fair and sustainable food consumption must be taken. To
achieve this goal, development cooperation must be focused to promote production, post-harvest
technologies and cold storage technologies, as well as basic infrastructure, to build an efficient

network between farmers and consumers.

Agricultural products grown with healthy soil and water are recognized as safe and healthy,
which meet consumers’ growing demand for safe and nutritious products. The consumption of
domestic and local agricultural products should be further endorsed, and the creation of various
marketing channels for those products must be encouraged — such as farmers’ markets operated
by cooperatives, and farmers’ organizations rooted in local communities to promote more
diversified and nutritionally balanced production and consumption when compared to large-

scale monoculture.

Trade policy must ensure that each country is able to maintain a safe level of domestic food
sufficiency and local farmers are able to continue supplying food in a profitable, healthy and

sustainable manner.
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3. Boost Nature-Positive Food Production at Scale.

Although agriculture is a contributor to greenhouse gas emissions, its potential to help mitigate
climate change through carbon sequestration, management of water resources, reforestation and
similar important roles must be evaluated and supported. At the same time, support should be

provided to small-scale family farmers to help cope with, and adapt to, climate change.

For sustainable agricultural development, environmental-friendly various agriculture should be
encouraged in order to keep agriculture production in harmony with natural systems. Organic
farming 1s one possible solution, and its introduction should be based on adequate scientific
knowledge. In addition, it is important to deepen public understanding of product value through

organic farming, and to increase income for farmers.

The use and risk of chemical pesticides and fertilizers should be reduced according to local
conditions by circular use of local organic resources, disseminating smart agriculture, and
development of other new technologies. Also, the framework in each country of registration and
use of pesticides should be agreed upon internationally, based on risk assessment using the latest

scientific knowledge.

The government should establish systems that promote measures including new legislations,
taxes and subsidies to achieve environmental-friendly agriculture, and enact policies and
programs to take all possible measures to increase the incomes of farmers. The government
should also strengthen measures to deepen public understanding of environmentally friendly

agriculture.
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4. Advance Equitable Livelihoods and Value Distribution.

The Asian monsoon region has the highest population density in the world, and is home to a
significant number of impoverished people — many of whom live in rural agricultural areas and
are highly dependent on agriculture for their daily subsistence. Stable food production and vital

rural societies are essential to promote the overall economy in the Asian monsoon region.

The important roles of small-scale family farmers in rural areas must be strengthened through
improvement of productivity, farm scale expansion, market access, financial support, education,
investment in small-scale farmer and rural finance, dissemination of new technologies, and
protection from unfair business practices, so that small-scale family farmers, especially in
developing countries, will truly be empowered, and can have their living standards improved
whilst eradicating poverty and hunger in rural areas. Moreover, there needs to be a balance

between consumer and farmer interests, as well as between rural and urban area development.

To overcome these challenges, it is important to position cooperatives and farmers’ organizations
that promote sustainable development in rural societies based on the needs and realities of each
community — as essential partners with the UN and the government — and to strongly encourage

their businesses and activities.

To increase the income for farmers and vitalize local communities and economics, various
support toward strengthening collaborations among cooperatives and farmers’ organizations in
the Asian monsoon region should be promoted. Furthermore, development and cooperation
should be advanced while sharing best practices with regards to matters as production,
processing and marketing, linkage with stable markets, measures to increase added value for
agricultural products utilizing Intellectual Property Rights (i.e. a trademark or geographical
indication), implementation of Good Agriculture Practices (GAPs), labor-saving and lower-cost

technologies, and business models to meet various needs.

In addition, it is important to promote business, information and human resource exchange, and

investment between member organizations in agricultural sector.
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5. Build Resilience to Vulnerabilities, Shocks and Stresses.

In the Asian monsoon region, enormous damage has often been caused by natural disasters such
as floods, droughts, typhoons, earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions. Since the
foundation of agriculture rests primarily with small-scale farming families in the region, once
they are affected by natural disasters, it would be extremely hard for them to restore their farms
and other properties to working order. To tackle this challenge, the role of cooperatives and

farmers’ organizations in natural disaster recovery must be reevaluated and enhanced.

At the same time, the resiliency of farmers and capacity to absorb and recover from losses from
disasters should be enhanced by allowing them to generate sufficient income and savings,

diversifying their income sources, and adopting other risk mitigation and adaptation measures.

Governments should support the establishment of a set of systematic and practical
countermeasures enacted by cooperatives and farmers’ organizations to address natural disasters,
and to promote income protection insurance programs as a safety net for farmers and their

families.

Cooperatives and farmers’ organizations play important roles in assisting the collection of on-
the-scene information about disaster situations through affected member farmers. Based on the
information, they are able to grasp the actual needs of the farmers, and advocate for necessary
support from the government and related agencies. It should be recognized that coordination
between the governments, private entities, and farmers is also an essential role for cooperatives
and farmers’ organizations, which contribute to the smooth and effective implementation of relief

programs by the government or related agencies.

In recent years, farmer income, food supply chains, and the securing of labor forces have been
seriously damaged by the expansion of recent pressing issues such as classical swine fever in the
Asian monsoon region and the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak. Now, farmers and rural
communities need cooperation and assistance from cooperatives and farmers’ organizations

more than ever.
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It is important to build and strengthen cooperative relationships among cooperatives and farmers’

organizations on regional, national, and international levels, to cope with these issues more

effectively. Governments should also strongly support their efforts.

National Farmers' Association, R.O.C., Chinese Taipei

National Cooperative Union of India (NCUI), India

Advocacy Center for Indonesian Farmers (ACIF), Indonesia

Central Union of Agricultural Cooperatives (JA-Zenchu), Japan

National Agricultural Cooperative Federation (NACF), Korea

National Farmers Association (NAFAS), Malaysia

National Association of Mongolian Agricultural Cooperatives (NAMAC), Mongolia

Federation of Free Farmers Cooperatives, Inc (FFFCI), the Philippines

Independent Farmers Network of Sri Lanka (IFNSL), Sri Lanka

Cooperative League of Thailand (CLT), Thailand

Vietnam Cooperative Alliance (VCA), Vietnam
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