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Participatory Irrigation Management

(1) A Review on Participatory Measures in Irrigation

€ Implemented and proposed processes (frameworks, methods and indices)

@ Success stories on implemented projects

(2) Required Grounds and Facilities for PIM Formation
PIM

@ Organizational reforms

@ Cultural, social and political grounds

@ Legal frameworks and norms

(3) Support System for PIM Sustainability
PIM

@ Policies and strategies

@ Capacity building, training and extension

4 Monitoring and evaluation



Lessons to learn from the historical development and management of water in arid and semi-arid regions
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International History Seminar on Irrigation and Drainage
May 2-3, 2007 at Teheran, Iran

The seminar started with the welcome Address by the Secretary General, ICID, Dr. Gopalakrishnan,
highlighting the importance of historical lessons for sustainable development, and contrasting the different
historical water development paths in Iran and India. Dr. Hatcho, the Chairperson of the Working Group also
welcomed the participants, mentioning Teheran is the birthplace of the History Working Group and it happened
to be the 30" anniversary of the working Group. Then 3 Key note addresses were presented, Dr. H.
Fahlbusch on overall development perspective on water management since the prehistoric time, Dr. K. Emani,
who is one of the Seminar Organizing Committee, on the challenges of the 21% century to combine historical
knowledge/wisdom with modern science and technology, and Mr. B. Farhangi on Iranian ingenuity of
constructing numerous water structures since olden times such as dams/weirs, Qanats, or Water mills.

Presentations by participants were grouped into 5 sessions, with 3 distinguished panel members for each
session. There were 26 presentations from 8 countries, of which 17 were from Iran, where rich history of
water and irrigation development/management has progressed in a sustainable manner from ancient period.
Being under Arid and Semi-Arid region, the water supply, irrigation and drainage played very important roles in
establishing the base for civilization in Iran, which affected the civilizations of other regions. Quanat is a
typical example.  In Iran, there are more than 30,000 ancient Quanat systems, and many of them are still in
use. In Yazd, Iran has International Center on Quanat and Historic Hydraulic Structures. Presentations on
Quanat reached nearly 40 % of the total. Other subjects discussed were ancient water supply systems, weirs
and dams, tanks and management issues.

The seminar was attended by many concerned participants, and as a summary following lessons/issues were
identified:



-Traditional water system has multiple values in addition to economic or production value,
including social, cultural, religious, and environmental values, which have been nurtured over
a long term period

-Establishing sustainable water development and management, combination of traditional
wisdom with modern science and technology is needed.

-Additional values should be formulated or be recognized to ensure the incorporation of
traditional wisdom into modern science

-Engineers, politicians and general public should be aware of the value of traditional wisdom and
should learn from experiences

(Hatcho: Chairperson of the WG-Hist)
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