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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

On behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of 
Japan, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all the participants of the 
Inaugural Symposium of the International Network for Water and 
Ecosystem in Paddy Fields, which is known as INWEPF, for short. 

 
In March 2003, as a part of the Third World Water Forum, Japan 

and FAO co-organized the Ministerial Meeting on Water for Food and 
Agriculture. Ministerial recommendations were adopted for highlighting 
three challenges: food security and poverty alleviation, sustainable water 
use and partnership. On this occasion, the chair of the Ministerial Meeting 
and former Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Mr. Oshima, 
proposed building a network in order to realize these challenges. In keeping, 
INWEPF was established to provide an open forum to enhance 
international efforts that strengthen cooperation in working to realize these 
three challenges. 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
 
The 21st century has been deemed the “Water Century.”  In 

particular, since water for agriculture accounts for 70% of total water usage, 



the achievement of sustainable water use in agriculture is one of the most 
important and urgent tasks for us all. It is commonly recognized that water 
is essential for broad-based agricultural and rural development in order to 
meet the Millennium Development Goals, which are food security and 
poverty alleviation. 

 
In order to achieve sustainable water use, we must adopt a holistic 

approach that incorporates a wide variety of views, including social, 
cultural and environmental. Where Asia is frequented by monsoons, paddy 
production has been providing a major food staple for the people for 
thousands of years. We have gleaned much wisdom from a long tradition of 
sustainable water use based on paddy cultivation. 

 
With participants from more than eighteen countries and eight 

international organizations, I sincerely hope that this two-day symposium 
provides a unique opportunity for all participants to enhance their 
knowledge and promote collective wisdom to tackle our challenges as we 
move toward sustainable water use and management. In closing, I would 
like to express my hope that your extensive cooperation will help smoothly 
launch the INWEPF. 

 
Thank you very much for your attention. 
 
 


