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Landslide areas are distributed throughout the hilly and
mountainous areas of lapan due to the steep topography and large
amount of rainfall. However, the distribution map shows several
particularly dense landslide zones.

The relatively flat areas in these zones have been used as paddy
fields, dry fields and farmhouses.
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Natural features of Japan are characterized by a lot of rain and wide distribution of steep mountains with torrential rivers because Japan is located in
the Asia monsoon area, the circum-Pacific volcanic belt and the circum-Pacific seismic zone, where volcanic activities and seismicity have created steep
terrains. The geology of Japan shows the zonal distributions of schists that are mainly distributed on the Pacific side and Tertiary formations that mainly
consist of mud, sand and tuff on the Sea of Japan side. Fissile materials in these strata are the primary causes of landslides.

These geographical features induced the ancient lapanese in the Yayoi period (500-200B.C) to start rice-farming using rain and river water, because

abundant water is needed to cultivate rice in paddy fields. Archaeologists have revealed that landslide areas have been cultivated from very early times
due to their fertile soils and good irrigation conditions.
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Hilly and mountainous areas (HMAs), where 14% of Japan's population lives, occupy about 70% of the total area of Japan. The main occupation in
HMA is agriculture, HMA is disadvantageous for agriculture because of their limited flat land for cultivating. Nevertheless, farmers produce more varied
crops using the cooler climate or large temperature differentials between night and day than they do in the plain area. HMAs account for about 40% of all

farm households, cultivated land and total agricultural output in Japan.
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Landslide areas grow the tasty rice
under the condition which has large
temperature differentials between night
and day during the ripening period.
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Farmers sell their products, such as
flowers, pumpkins and tomatoes, cropped
in HMA.




