
MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION 
 

between  
 

THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES, JAPAN 
 

and 
 

THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK  
 
 

I. THE COOPERATION PARTNERS 
 
1 The MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES, JAPAN and the  
ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK have a mutual interest in cooperation in the Asia and Pacific 
region to promote sustainable and resilient agri-food systems. 
 

a. The MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES, JAPAN 
(hereinafter referred to as “MAFF”) aims to ensure global food security by addressing 
global challenges such as hunger, poverty, malnutrition, climate change and 
transboundary animal diseases and plant pests. To this end, MAFF has been engaged 
in various international cooperation initiatives to assist developing countries in 
transforming their agriculture and food systems in a sustainable, resilient, and 
productive manner.  
 

b. The ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (hereinafter referred to as “ADB”) is a multilateral 
development bank that aims for an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission 
is to help its developing member countries (hereinafter referred to as “DMCs”) reduce 
poverty and improve the quality of life of their people through inclusive and 
environmentally sustainable economic growth. ADB is working to accomplish 
Sustainable Development Goals, including Sustainable Development Goal 2, which 
aims to end hunger and malnutrition by 2030. It plays a catalytic role in DMCs by 
supporting productive, sustainable, and resilient agriculture.  
 

 
2 MAFF and ADB (hereinafter referred to individually as a “Participant” and collectively as 
the “Participants,”) recognize the direct relevance of extending innovative technologies and 
institutions in developing sustainable and resilient agri-food systems in the Asia and Pacific region. 
ADB is enhancing its engagement with DMCs to support sustainable and resilient transformation 
of food systems in the region and leveraging its knowledge capacity and financial instruments. 
Likewise, MAFF is strengthening cooperation in the Asia and Pacific region for development of 
climate-resilient agri-food systems focusing on innovative approaches to enhance potentials  and 
ensure sustainability in a compatible manner. 
 
 
 



II. OBJECTIVE AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 
3 The Participants seek to promote sustainable, resilient, and inclusive agri-food systems in 
the Asia and Pacific region by (i) extending innovative agricultural production and marketing 
technologies adapted to climatic and agronomic conditions in DMCs; (ii) promoting sustainable 
and climate-resilient natural resources management practices; and (iii) enabling institutions to 
support sustainable and resilient transformation of agri-food systems in DMCs. At the same time, 
the Memorandum between MAFF and ADB (hereinafter referred to as “this Memorandum”) seeks 
to promote alignment with ADB’s three values of being client-centric, trustworthy, and 
transformational. To this end, the Participants consent that any cooperation will be guided by the 
following principles:  
 

a. Country ownership of sound development policies and programs is necessary to 
ensure inclusive and sustainable development; 

b. Results-oriented operations that are built on transparent relationships between 
development assistance providers and the Participants and beneficiary countries are 
needed;  

c. Any activities conducted under this Memorandum should be in line with their inclusion 
in each Participant’s  respective program of work and budget and the availability of 
resources; and 

d. Any cooperation between the Participants will jointly focus on shared strategic and 
operational priorities. 

 
 

III. AREAS OF COOPERATION 
 
4 The Participants, in line with their respective mandates, governing regulations, rules, 
policies, and procedures, will explore effective cooperation to meet development challenges in 
the following areas:  
 

a. Institutional reform and capacity building for sustainable, resilient, and inclusive agri-
food systems; 

b. Integrated pest management to reduce chemical pesticide and herbicide; 
c. Reduced chemical fertilizer use; 
d. Climate-smart agriculture; 
e. Organic agriculture; 
f. Comprehensive use of biomass resources in rural areas; 
g. Climate-resilient water and irrigation management system;   
h. Reduced food loss and waste throughout the food supply chains; 
i. Food quality, safety, nutrition, and healthy diets; 
j. Agri-food logistic development and supply chain management; 
k. Increased private sector engagement and investments in climate-resilient agriculture 

and low-carbon food systems; 
l. Sustainable fishery management and aquaculture;  
m. Sustainable forestry management; and 



n. Other areas covered by sustainable and resilient agri-food systems as may be 
confirmed by both Participants. 

 
 

IV. FORMS OF COOPERATION 
 
5 The Participants will identify specific forms of cooperation and sign separate 
memorandums of cooperation, as needed, to further implement detailed activities at the working 
level. The forms of cooperation may include, but are not limited to the following:  
 

a. Technical assistance. Develop technical assistance (TA) to conduct analysis, knowledge 
sharing and capacity building, on concurred priority issues from the areas of cooperation;  

b. Events and consultations. Organize events and meetings to share recent trends and 
updates in priority areas identified by the Participants;  

c. Knowledge sharing and learning. Promote the participation of experts from ADB and 
Japan in events, seminars, workshops, and trainings; and learning activities (i.e., study 
visits of DMC representatives to Japan); provide capacity development support; and 
prepare at least one (1) knowledge product in any of the priority areas identified by the 
Participants; and 

d. Staff secondment. Promote participation of experts from MAFF in staff secondment 
programs in priority areas identified by the Participants.1  

 
 

V. CONTRIBUTIONS OF MAFF AND ADB TO THE PARTNERSHIP 
 
6 MAFF and ADB through its Rural Development and Food Security (Agriculture) Thematic 
Group, Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department will cooperate in managing 
the implementation of this Memorandum and monitoring its progress in close consultation with 
each other. The Participants will: (i) provide in-house expertise; and (ii) commit to logistical 
arrangements, as needed, to implement the activities covered by this Memorandum. ADB will: (i) 
coordinate with its relevant sector and thematic groups and operations departments on specific 
project activities, and (ii) engage additional experts, if necessary. MAFF intends to provide 
expertise and other support under this Memorandum, through the ministry itself, its related 
institutions, or private sector firms. The Participants will aim to coordinate their respective 
functions as appropriate, at all stages of preparatory work, and their respective activities.  
 
7 In the event financial contributions are required for any activity arising from this 
Memorandum, the Participants will concur on the most appropriate modality for cooperation set 
forth in Section IV. This Memorandum does not prevent the Participants from forming other types 
of legally binding agreements.  
 
 
 

VI. MONITORING, REVIEW, AND CONSULTATION MECHANISMS 
 

1  This will be implemented in pursuit of a separate written agreement following a consultation between each organization's designated 
focal(s) in relation to business needs assessment and alignment with relevant rules and procedures. 



 
8 The Participants recognize the importance of periodic consultations to review the planning, 
implementation, and outcomes of the cooperation activities as well as discussing results, 
challenges, and opportunities. The Participants consent to hold such consultations periodically as 
required to assess the progress of any ongoing cooperation activities. In order to achieve the 
above, the Participants will: 
 

a. meet annually at the executive management or working level to (i) review the 
implementation progress of this Memorandum; (ii) assess the need to adjust and/or 
add new focus areas to build on existing areas of cooperation with supporting 
documentation; and (iii) review the progress of the outputs delivered or scheduled for 
delivery under forms of cooperation identified in this Memorandum; 

b. confirm in writing the annual work program for this Memorandum prior to its 
implementation; 

c. discuss technical and operational issues related to forms of cooperation identified 
under this Memorandum with supporting documentation; and 

d. discuss emerging issues and trends and propose areas for further collaboration with 
supporting documentation moving forwards.  

 
 

VII. FOCAL POINTS 
 
9 To facilitate the implementation of overall arrangements among the Participants, the focal 
points for all purposes associated with this Memorandum and the channel of communication will 
be: 
 

For MAFF 
 
Director for International Agricultural Organizations 
International Strategy Division, Export and International Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Japan  
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 
Telephone: +81-3-3502-8498 
 
For ADB 
 
Chief 
Rural Development and Food Security (Agriculture) Thematic Group 
Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department 
Asian Development Bank 
6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City 
1550 Metro Manila, Philippines 
Telephone: +63 2 8632-4444 
 

 



10 The focal points will be responsible for (i) implementing and promoting this Memorandum 
and coordinating activities under it; and (ii) convening the regular dialogues and consultations as 
referred to in this Memorandum. Any change to the focal points of a Participant will be notified in 
writing to the other Participant in a timely manner. Either Participant may also, by written notice 
to the other Participant, designate additional representatives or substitute other representatives. 
Neither Participant will make any commitments nor take any positions on behalf of the other 
Participants without the other Participant’s specific written consent.  
 
 

VIII. GENERAL MATTERS 
 
11 Legal status: This Memorandum is not intended to and does not create any legally 
binding obligation on either Participant.  

 
12 Financial obligations: Nothing in this Memorandum obligates either Participant to 
expend funds or to enter into any contract, assistance agreement, or other financial obligation. 
Any activity involving reimbursement or contribution of funds between the Participants should be 
handled in line with each Participant’s policies and procedures, applicable laws, regulations, and 
procedures. 

 
13 Privileges and immunities: Nothing in this Memorandum should be construed as an 
express or implied waiver, renunciation or other modification of any immunities, privileges, or 
exemptions of ADB accorded under the Agreement Establishing the Asian Development Bank. 
 
14 Applicable period and end: This Memorandum will commence the date on which the 
representative of the Participants signs it. This Memorandum will continue for a period of four (4) 
years from commencement unless (i) ended by either Participant providing six months prior 
written termination notice to the other Participant; or (ii) extended by mutual written consent of the 
Participants specifying the exact period of the extension. 
 
15 Revisions: This Memorandum may be revised by mutual written consent of the 
Participants. 

 
16 Independent decision-making autonomy: No paragraphs herein are intended to 
interfere in any way with MAFF’s and ADB’s independent decision-making autonomy with regard 
to their own respective affairs and operations.  
 
17 Future collaboration and funds: In the event that opportunities are identified for 
collaboration involving the provision or management of funds or other resources of either 
Participant, these will be implemented in pursuit of a separate written Memorandum in line with 
the practices and procedures of the two organizations. 

 
18 Settlement of disputes: Any dispute between the Participants relating to the 
interpretation or implementation of this Memorandum will be resolved amicably through 
consultation and negotiation between the Participants and without reference to any third party or 
international court or tribunal. 



19 Name, emblem, or trademarks: Neither Participant will use the name, emblem or 
trademarks of the other Participant, its subsidiaries and/or affiliates, or any abbreviation thereof, 
in connection with its business or for public dissemination without the prior express written 
approval of the other Participant. In line with the foregoing, each Participant consent to 
acknowledge the role and contribution of the other Participant in all public information 
documentation relating to instances of cooperation under this Memorandum.  

 
20 Confidentiality: The matters of this Memorandum and any information, however recorded 
or preserved, provided by one Participant to the other Participant under it, are not confidential and 
may be made public, subject to any exceptions to disclosure under MAFF’s disclosure policy (Act 
on Access to Information Held by Administrative Organs (Act No. 42 of May 14, 1999, JAPAN)) 
or  ADB’s Access to Information Policy  (2018),  each as modified from time to time. 
 
21 Intellectual property: The Participants acknowledge that the activities under this 
Memorandum may result in a product respecting intellectual property rights. In this regard: 
 

a. the Participants concur to negotiate and concur upon appropriate intellectual property 
provisions in each case, based on the nature of the activity and the financial and/or 
intellectual contribution made by each Participant, and to set out the intellectual property 
provisions in a separate written agreement; and 

b. each Participant should retain ownership of the intellectual property rights in any of its 
respective existing materials or work product that is shared with the other Participant in 
connection with activities under this Memorandum. 

 
22 The Participants have signed this Memorandum two counterparts, in the English 
language. 
 
 
 
  



Signed 
 
 
 
 

Ryosuke Ogawa 
Vice-Minister for International Affairs 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, Japan 

 
 
 
 
 
Date: 

 
 
 
 

Woochong Um 
Managing Director General  

and Officer-in-Charge, Vice-President for 
Knowledge Management 

and Sustainable Development 
Asian Development Bank 

 
 
 
Date: 
 

 


