Joint Statement on the Official Launch of Japan- Australia Food Security Talks

We, the Ministers responsible for agriculture, forestry and fisheries of Japan and
Australia, recognise that 2026 marks the 50th anniversary of the signing of our Basic
Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation. We reaffirm our commitment to further
deepening Japan-Australia bilateral relationship, grounded in trust, aligned values and
mutual interests.

We acknowledge the importance of national food security and the essential
contribution of governments, industry and communities in maintaining secure, reliable
and sustainable food systems. We recognise the complex challenges facing our
respective food production systems, including climate change, geopolitical tensions,
economic volatility, disruptions global trade and supply chains, rising production costs
and food inflation.

The inaugural Japan-Australia Food Security Talks examined the current and future
outlook for bilateral food security cooperation. Discussions included food security
policy, supply chain resilience, critical agricultural inputs, enhancing trade flows,
innovation and the role of public-private partnerships in supporting food production,
trade and investment, as reliable partners.

We recognise the importance of fair, open, transparent, science-based and rules-based
trading systems and reaffirm the importance of strengthening the resilience of
agriculture, fisheries and forestry supply chains to respond to future disruptions and
support regional food security.

We commit to building inclusive and resilient agri-food systems that champion
innovation, productivity and cooperation between government, industry and research
institutions. The government-industry collaboration will deliver practical outcomes, and
we encourage Japanese and Australian industry representatives to continue to work
together through closer collaboration.

We welcome continued dialogue through established bilateral mechanisms, including
the Japan-Australia High-Level Dialogue and future Japan-Australia Food Security Talks,
to advance practical cooperation and shared food security objectives.
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