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I  Objective 

1 The Food, Agriculture and Rural Areas Basic Act (Act No. 106 of 1999) stipulates that agricultural 
producers must make a voluntary commitment to realize its basic vision on food, agriculture and rural 
areas that includes the assurance of a stable food supply, display of multi-faceted functions and sustainable 
development of agriculture. Regarding food safety, the Food Safety Basic Act (Act No. 48 of 2003) 
provides that food–related business operators bear responsibility for implementing the necessary measures 
in accordance with its basic vision on the assurance of food safety. Furthermore, the Basic Plan for Food, 
Agriculture and Rural Areas (Cabinet Decision of March 30, 2010) seeks to enhance the safety of domestic 
agricultural, forestry and fisheries products based on the principle of “prevention is better than cure.” In 
environmental conservation, The Basic Environment Act (Act No. 91 of 1993), which requires companies 
to conduct business activities in line with its basic vision on environmental conservation, stresses the 
importance of promoting eco-friendly agriculture toward the preservation of the quality of water, air, soil 
and biodiversity, alleviation of global warming, recycling of organic resources, as well as other causes. 
Agricultural producers and related businesses are required to step up their efforts to strengthen the safety of 
agricultural work, stating that the safe execution of agricultural work and prevention of accidents during 
such work constitute a fundamental and important element in worker safety. The Japanese government also 
assumes responsibilities to develop and implement the measures related to these basic visions, which 
outline the future course of agriculture and associated industries to be pursued throughout the nation. 

2 One effective way to realize the above basic visions is to encourage good agricultural practices (GAP), 
measures for continuous improvement based on accurate implementation, recording, inspection and 
assessment of each agricultural production process along the inspection items established in accordance 
with the related acts and ordinances that are required for agricultural production. The adoption of GAP by 
many agricultural producers and production areas in Japan is expected to result in improved food safety, 
environmental conservation, assurance of worker safety, strengthened competitiveness, higher product 



 

quality, improvements in farm management and efficiency, in addition to enhanced reliability towards 
products among consumers and users. 

3 Globally, the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) refers to GAP as methods aimed at advancing the 
environmental, economic and social sustainability of agricultural production that would consequently lead 
to safe and high-quality food and non-food agricultural products. Various programs are being launched in 
different countries in line with these programs. 
In Japan, measures to introduce and disseminate GAP have been undertaken by various entities including 
agricultural producers/production areas, farmers’ groups, local authorities and private organizations. The 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) has defined the “methods” and supported the 
efforts to encourage their introduction and dissemination. Specifically, MAFF developed and promoted the 
utilization of the “GAP Method (Basic GAP methods) Model” and “GAP Method Introduction Manual,” a 
highly versatile document for nationwide application that deals with the basic matters of this approach that 
had been viewed as a novel concept among many stakeholders. A survey by MAFF found that these 
methods were implemented in approximately 1,600 production areas (about 35% of production areas 
surveyed) as of March 31, 2009, an indication of their steady spread under the circumstances described 
above.  

4  On the one hand, reorganizing diversified GAP standards is a current issue to address: many entities have 
launched independent actions to promote their versions of GAP under different names to suit their 
circumstances.  This situation has raised concern among agricultural producers and production site about 
the confusion and further burden, by compelling them to practice different sets of rules for different 
clients. Therefore, the common standard of GAP standard has to be established by reorganizing these 
variety of GAPs. 

5 On the other hand, the grade-up of GAP activities is another issue for further promotion, in order to ensure 
that agricultural producers can carry out effective steps for enhancing safety of agricultural products based 
on scientific knowledge, to deal with a broad range of fields such as environment conservation and worker 
safety, as well as to respond to the needs of consumers and users.  

6 Considering such circumstances, this Guideline was prepared to provide a common basis for advanced 
GAP that incorporates sophisticated measures. Its objective is to clearly identify the activities that should 
be implemented in agricultural production in Japan, based on the legal and other systems on food safety, 
environmental conservation and worker safety. 
MAFF will make efforts to raise awareness of this Guideline among different implementing entities so it 
may be utilized as a yardstick in the introduction and implementation of advanced GAP. 

 

II  Points to Note in the Utilization of the Guideline  

1 This Guideline has been prepared based on acts and ordinances, government policy, criteria established by 
international institutions and scientific knowledge, among others. When related acts and ordinances are 
enacted, revised or otherwise altered, the Guideline will be revised each time as the need arises. MAFF has 
been working on principles to identify the hazard factors on food safety that require priority risk 
management and to reduce risks for each factor based on scientific knowledge as necessary. It is important 
that the Guideline be incorporated into production process management.  



 

2 Each implementing entity may expand on the Guideline while maintaining its content depending on the 
condition in each region or entity, for instance, by adding new or more detailed content or finetuning the 
inspection items. Also, producer groups and individual producers in each production area may work 
together by sharing roles among them. 

3 Moreover, GAP implementation based on this Guideline would be effective in promoting the exchange of 
information and opinions among producers, consumers, food industry business operators and other related 
parties regarding the measures to prevent the occurrence of problems associated with food safety and rapid 
response when a problem occurs. 

4 Each implementing entity is advised to take advantage of seminars, study meetings and other opportunities 
to acquire the knowledge on matters necessary in relation to the content of the Guideline including: 
knowledge on measures for the safety of agricultural products and proper use of agrochemicals, fertilizers 
and other materials; knowledge they need to acquire on the impact of crop production on the environment 
and appropriate response; and knowledge and skills on the safe use of machinery to ensure safe operation. 
The effectiveness of the measures launched in line with this Guideline will be enhanced if they are 
promoted in linkage with measures implemented by the government, local authorities and other bodies. 

III   Items of Implementation in the Guideline 

The attachments are the classification of crops (attachment 1) and items for implementation by crops of the 
Guideline (attachment 2-10). 


