Introduction

Productive land blessed by distinctive seasons
and boasted of its flower culture

—_—

Breeding and Production of Quality Flowers and Plants

Japan with a long history of more than 2000 years, is surrounded by seas and is
consisted of arch-like islands running from the northeast to the southwest. It is blessed
by four distinctive seasons, which gave rise to its unique and diverse cultures and
traditions. Japan's flower culture is a good example of such cultures and traditions.
There are about 40,000 cultivars of flowers and plants that are commercially produced
and marketed in Japan. In addition to that, approximately 3000 to 5000 cultivars are
newly introduced to the flowers and plants market every year, and this number is
unbeatable in the world. Moreover, the quality of the flowers and plants, and the
sophisticated floriculture techniques in Japan are highly evaluated on the international
realm. From this perspective, Japan's productive land and rich flower culture are
closely related to one another.

This booklet seeks to introduce Japan's flower culture and its beautiful flowers and
plants. At the same time, it also explains the reasons why Japan has the ability to
cultivate an extensive variety of flowers and plants; and why Japan is able to produce
quality products and achieve its sophisticated floriculture techniques. We hope that the
information contained in this booklet will be a useful reference in expanding the
flowers and plants business for those involved in this industry overseas.
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