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Agriculture and agrifoods development In
Vietnam

1. Main advantages/strengths for development:
National renovation policies
Strong national economic growth

Good climatic and soil conditions for production of
diverse, unique (Gl) and high quality products

Relatively abundant water for agricultural
production

Good quality human resource (health/education
Indicators)



Agriculture and agrifoods development in
Vietnam

2. Main achievements/opportunities

Strong and sustained growth in agriculture total productivity
(average 3.12% for 2010-2014)

Substantial progress in poverty alleviation (45% down to less than
4.5%)

Significant reduction of undernourishment ( 48% in 1990-1992 to
8% in 2011-2013)

Strong intergration into regional and world economy (agro-exports
of 75-80% GDP, total export value 30.86 billions USD in 2014)

Wide market access (export to more than 120 countries&
territories) and import tariff reduction by AEC, FTAs, TPP...

Export expansion to a wide range of agricultural sub-sectors (more
than 10 products with export value above 1 billions...)



1.

Food safety legal framework &
policies
Legal framework:

3 levels: laws, govern. decrees, ministerial
circulars & technical standards/regulations

Food safety Law & 4 related laws: Law on
Quality of products and commodities, Law on
Inspection (amended), Law on standards and
technical regulations & Law on administration
penalty

Govern. decrees on detailed implementation of

the above laws (38/2012/ND-CP;132/2008/ND-
CP;127/2007/ND-CP;07/2012/ND-CP;178/2013/ND-CP)



Food safety legal framework &

policies
- Inter-sectoral circulars: 13/2014/TTLT-BYT-BNN-BCT
on three ministries cooperation, 20/2013/TTLT-BYT-
BNN-BCT on assigning testing labs, 34/2014/TTLT-
BYT-BNN-BCT on food labelling
- Ministerial circulars of MOH, MARD, MOIT on:

+ Food safety criteria and limits (biological tolerances and
chemical MRLSs)

+ Hygiene and safety conditions for food production and
distribution ( codes of practices)

+ System and procedures for food safety surveillance, inspection
and control of locally produced and imported foods

- National Food standards: Produced by line Ministries and
published by Ministry of Science and Technology

- Producer/trader standards: Private standards



Food safety legal framework &
policies

2. Policies:

National Strategy for Food Safety Assurance to 2020 and
Vision 2030;

National Food Safety Target Program 2010-2015;

Relevant govern. decrees and PM decisions on supporting

application of GAP in agriculture production (Decision
No 01/2012/Qb-Ttg) and encouraging linkage between
agriculture  production and  distribution  (Decree
210/2013/ND-CP, Decision No 62/2013/Qb-Ttg)...

Relevant govern. projects for strengthening food safety
communication; enhancing food safety inspection;
development of safe food supply chain; |mprovmg food
hygiene & safety in slaughtering and distribution..



Food safety legal framework &
policies

Important elements :
Risk based management&food safety control from farm to fork;

Regulations and procedures of food safety control based on
science and harmonised with inter. guidelines and good practices

Clear accountability: 15t responsibility of producers and traders
Transparency: regulations, results of inspection/audit published
Traceability, investigation, recall and penalty to violated cases:

Encouraging linkage between agriculture production and
distribution. supporting application of GAP/HACCP and other
advanced food safety management systems.

Food safety risk communication to and education of business
operators and consumers

Promote international conventions and bilateral agreements on
mutual recognition of food control system

High competencies of regulatory institutions



FOOD SAFETY CONTROL SYSTEM:
MOH (in blue), MARD (in green) and MOIT (in light green)




MARD (Streering
Committee on Agri.
Inputs Quality and

Food Safety)
NAFIQAD (coordinator)
D-Fish, PPD, DAH,
DCP, DLP, DFPT

GOVERNMENT
National Streering
Inter-Sector
Committee
on Food Safety

MOH (coordinator)
VFA

MOIT
DST (Coordinator)
DDM, DMC



DARD
Prov. sub-department
of NAFIQAD, PPD
and DAH

Dist. Agr. Division
Dist. Station of
PPD, DAH

PPC
Provin. Inter-Sector
Streering
Committee
on Food Safety

DOH
Provin. sub-
department

of VFA, preventive
health care Center

District preventive
health care

DOIT
Provin.l sub-
department
of DDM, DMC

Market control
units



Weakeness and challenges

1. Lack of harmonisation of regulations and standards as
national, regional and international levels

2. Investment including FDI and PPP for restructuring
agriculture is limited

3. Limited resources: human resource, technical infrastructure
and operational budget (especially local authorities)

4. The agrifood communication is still limited

5. Lack of comprehensive trading solutions including market
access, branding, brand promotion, trade promotion for high
quality and safe foods

6. High number of FTAs but agrifoods competitiveness in
global value chain is still limited

12



Priorities for improvement of food safety

Actively participate to CODEX, regional, bilaterial
activities on harmonization of food safety regulation and
standards

Setting up/revision of policies for investment including
FDI and PPP for restructuring agriculture; for effective
participation to global agrifood value chain

Enhance food safety analysis framework, esp. food safety
risk assessment and communication to all stakeholders
Enhance negotiation/discussion for bilaterial cooperation
arrangement/MRA on food safety assurance

Support agrifood value chain development; better
application of high technologies and quality assurance;

market access, branding & trade promotion
13
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