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Kangaroo paw 

(Anigozanthos Labill.) 

Black kangaroo-paw 

(Macropidia fuliginosa (Hook.) Druce) 



- 1 - 
 

 
Subject of these Guidelines  

Haemodoraceae Anigozanthos 
Labill. Macropidia J. Drumm. ex Harv.

M. fuliginosa (Hook.) Druce  
 

Material Required  
 

 
15  

 

 
 

Conduct of Tests  
 

10  
1  

 
 

 

(a) (b)
 

(a)  
(b)  

 
 

Standards for Decisions  
DUS

 
%

95% UPOV  TGP/8  8.1.10 
10  
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Grouping of Varieties  
 

 
15  

20  
 
 

Legend  
G  
(*)  
QL  
QN  
PQ  
(+)  
 
MG  
MS  
VG  
VS  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

State
Note

English  
small 3 

medium 5 
large 7 
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State
Note

English  
very small 1 

very small to small 2 
small 3 

small to medium 4 
medium 5 

medium to large 6 
large 7 

large to very large 8 
very large 9 
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Table of characteristics  

   

 
(Characteristics)  

  

 
(State)  

(Ex.Var.) 
 

( ) (English) ( ) (English) 

1 1 QN 
(*) 
G 

 Plant: height 
 

/ 
 

cm 
MG/ 
MS/ 
VG 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

short 
medium 
tall 

  
 
 

 

2 2 QN 
(*) 

 Plant: number of 
inflorescences 

 / 
 

MS/ 
VG 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

few 
medium 
many 

  

3 3 QN  Leaf: length 
 

/ 
 

cm 
MG/ 
MS/ 
VG 
(a) 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

short 
medium 
long 

 
 
 

 

4 4 QN  Leaf: width 
 

/ 
 

cm 
MG/ 
MS/ 
VG 
(a) 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

narrow 
medium 
broad 
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(Characteristics)  

  

 
(State)  

(Ex.Var.) 
 

( ) (English) ( ) (English) 

5 5 QN 
(*) 
(+) 

 Leaf: attitude   
VG 
(a) 

1 
2 
3 

 
 

 

erect 
semi erect 
semi erect to horizontal 

  

6 6 QN Leaf: glaucosity   
VG 
(a) 

1 
2 
3 

 
 
 

weak 
medium 
strong 

  

7 7 QN 
(*) 

 Leaf: hairiness of 
margin 

  
VG 
(a) 

1 
2 
3 

 
 
 

absent or weak 
medium 
strong 

 
A.manglesii 

 

8 8 QL 
G 
(*) 
(+) 

 Inflorescence: 
ramification 

  
VG 

1 
2 
3 
4 

 
 
 
 

absent 
primary 
secondary 
tertiary 

  

9 9 QN 
(*) 
(+) 

 
Inflorescence: length 
of lowest lateral 
branch 

 
/ 
 

cm 
MG/ 
MS/ 
VG 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

short 
medium 
long 

  

10 10 QN 
(*) 

 Inflorescence: 
number of flowers  

/ 
 

MS/ 
VG 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

few 
medium 
many 
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(Characteristics)  

  

 
(State)  

(Ex.Var.) 
 

( ) (English) ( ) (English) 

11 11 PQ  Pedicel: color of 
hairs 

  
VG 

 RHS

  

RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 
number) 

  

12 12 QN 
(+) 

 Perianth tube: length   / 
 

cm 
MG/ 
MS/ 
VG 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

short 
medium 
long 

 
 

 

 

13 13 QN 
(+) 

 Perianth tube: width  / 
 

mm 
MG/ 
MS/ 
VG 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

narrow 
medium 
broad 

 
 

 

 

14  14 PQ 
(*) 
(+) 

 
Perianth tube: 
profile  

 
VG 

1 
2 
3 
 
4 
5 

 
 

 
 

 

flared distally 
broadening evenly 
constricted medially 
 
parallel 
expanded medially 
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(Characteristics)  

  

 
(State)  

(Ex.Var.) 
 

( ) (English) ( ) (English) 

15 15 PQ 
G 
(*) 
(+) 

 Perianth tube: color   
VG 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

green 
yellow 
orange 
pink 
red 
purple 
blue 
black 

  

16 16 QN 
 

Perianth tube hair: 
number of colors 

  
VG 
(b) 

1 
2 
3 

 
 
 

one 
two 
three 

  

17 17 PQ 
 

Perianth tube hair: 
color of upper third  

 
VG 
(b) 

 RHS

 

RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 
number) 

  

18 18 PQ 
 

Perianth tube hair: 
color of middle third  

 
VG 
(b) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

yellowish white 
green 
yellow 
orange 
red 
reddish purple 
greyed purple 
blue 
black 
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(Characteristics)  

  

 
(State)  

(Ex.Var.) 
 

( ) (English) ( ) (English) 

19 19 QN  Perianth lobe: length  / 
 

mm 
MS/ 
VG 

1 
2 
3 

 
 
 

short 
medium 
long 

  

20 20 QN 
G 
(*) 
(+) 

 Perianth lobes: 
reflexing 

  
VG 

1 
3 
5 
7 
9 

 
 
 
 

 

absent or very weak 
weak 
medium 
strong 
very strong 

 
 

 

 

21 21 QL 
(*) 
(+) 

 Flower: number of 
anthers at top of 
perianth 

  
VG 

1 
2 
3 

 
 
 

two 
four 
six 

  

22 22 PQ  Ovary: color of hairs   
VG 

 RHS

 

RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 
number) 

  

23 23 QN 
(+)  

Flower: position of 
stigma in relation to 
anthers 

  
VG 

1 
2 
3 

 
 
 

below 
same level 
above 

  

24 24 QN  Time of beginning 
of flowering 

10
 

 
VG 

3 
5 
7 

 
 
 

early 
medium 
late 

 
 

 

 

 



- 9 -

Explanations on the Table of Characteristics

5 Char.5  Leaf: attitude

1 2 3

erect semi erect semi erect to horizontal

Observed on the basal third of the leaf.

8 Char.8  Inflorescence: ramification 

1 2 3 4

absent primary secondary tertiary
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Char.9  Inflorescence: length of lowest lateral branch

12 Char.12  Perianth tube: length
13 Char.13  Perianth tube: width

a = 
   Perianth tube: length
b = 

  Perianth tube: width

The distance from the base of the perianth tube to the base of the uppermost perianth lobe should 
be observed.

Cross sectional width of the perianth tube should be observed at the base of the perianth lobes.
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14 Char.14  Perianth tube: profile

1 2 3 4 5

flared distally broadening 
evenly

constricted 
medially

parallel expanded 
medially

15 Char.15  Perianth tube: color

The overall impression of color should be observed.

20 Char.20  Perianth lobes: reflexing 

1 3 5 7

absent or very weak weak medium strong



- 12 -

21  Char.21  Flower: number of anthers at top of perianth

1 2 3
2 4 6
two four six

23
Char.23   Flower: position of stigma in relation to anthers

1 2 3

below same level above


