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PREPACKAGED FOODS
(Quantitative [ngredient Declaration Labelling)
(At Step 3 of the Procedure)’

ADDITIONAL MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

uantitative Ineredient Declarations
=

Every food sold as a mixture or combination shall disclose the ingoing percentage, by weight, of any
ingredient (including ingredients of compound ingredients) that

(a) is emphasised on the label through words or pictures; or
b) is associated by consumers with the food: or

(
(c) is essential to characterise the food; or :

(d) is essential to distinguish the food from others with which it may be confused; or
(

(

e) appears in the name of the food; or
f) the disclosure of which is deemed, by national authorities, to be necessary to enhance the health of

consSumers or prevent Consumer deception.

Such disclosure is not required where

(g) the ingredient comprises less than 2% of the total weight of the product and has been used for the

purposes of flavouring; or
(h) the ingredient comprises less than 2% of the total weight of the product and consumers have no

reasonable expectation of a nutritional or health effect related to the amount of that ingredient; or
(1) commodity-specific standards of Codex Alimentarius conflict with the requirements. described

here.

The information required in Section 5.1.1 shall be declared on the product label as a numerical
percentage rounded to the nearest percentage point or, in the case of ingredients comprising less than
5% of the total weight of the food, to the nearest one-half percentage point. '

The information shall be declared on the product label adjacent to each appropriate ingredient, or
general class name as described in Section 4.2.2.1, listed in the ingredient list as

(a) a minimum percentage, where the emphasis is on the large amount of the ingredient present, or
(b) a maximum percentage. where emphasis is on the small amount of the ingredient present. or

(c) an approximate percentage in all other cases
It

(2) the quantitv ¢ any ingredient is emphasised on the label by words or pictures. or

(b) an express or impli=d claim is made about the presence of any fruits. vegetables. whole grains or
added sugars ' '

the ingoing percentage, by weight, of each such ingredient may -be given on the label either in close

proximity to the words or images emphasising the particular ingredient, or beside the common name of
the food. or adjacent to each appropriate ingredient listed in the ingredient list.

Revised version prepared by the Working Group coordinated by the United Kingdom
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4.5  COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

PRODUCTS
4.5.1 The country of origin of the food shall be declared.

4.5.1.1 The term ‘produce of” (or equivalent, such as ‘product of’, ‘produced in’, ‘origin’, Swiss etc)
shall only be used where all the significant ingredients or components come from the identified country
and virtually all of the production/manufacturing processes associated with the food occur within that
place or country. An exception is allowed where significant ingredients cannot come from the country
in question. :

4.5.1.2 For meat, the country of origin is the place of birth, reaﬁng and sl.aughter. If these places
differ, then each shall be declared. '

4.5.1.3 Where the termn ‘produce of’ or equivalent is not used the origin declaration should identify
the country in which the food last underwent a substantial change in its nature and use appropriate
terminology, such as "cured in", "made in", "prepared in”, "manufactured in". Packing, cutting,
slicing, mincing, shredding, grating and other similar processes are not, for these purposes, processes

that substantially change the nature of the food. -

4.5.2 Where the label carries other material that may imply origin, the declaration should be
sufficiently prominent to avoid misleading consumers :

INGREDIENTS

4.5.3 The origin of any ingredient must be given if its omission would mislead or deceive the consumer.
This is particularly important where the labelling implies that the country of origin of the ingredients is the
same as the country of processing.

4.5.4 Except where the éountry of origin of the ingredient in question is the same as the country of origin of
the product, the origin shall always be declared for: -

e [the main ingredients (threshold to be determined)], or
e [specific identified ingredients, (e.g. meat and dairy products, threshold to be determimed)], or

e [ingredients that are mentioned in the name of the food, or which are usually associated with that name by
the consumer, unless they have been used in small quantities (threshold to be determined)]

4.5.5 Declarations of ingredient origin should, whenever possible, relate to a single country. In other cases

the declaration may refer to groups of countries or use phrases like ‘origin may vary’ or ‘produce of more than
one country’.
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