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ASF (African Swine Fever) keeps spreading globally. In particular, the spread of ASF in Asia where 

approximately 60% of pigs in the world are kept is concerned to seriously affect livelihood of many people 

engaged in pig production and compromise food security. 

 

ASF, which had been identified as exotic disease endemic only in African countries, is now spreading in Europe 

and Asia. As the spread of the disease is heavily dependent of the regional settings such as pig production system, 

economic activities as well as ecology including wild boars and presence of vectors (soft ticks), we need to 

develop tailored measures to prevent the disease spread effectively taking into account the such differences 

region by region. 

 

Although we have been fighting against major transboundary animal diseases, we do not have much 

countermeasures against ASF because of the complex nature of ASF epidemiology involving wildlife and lack 

of an effective vaccine.  

 

What we can do against ASF is detecting the disease occurrence promptly, ensuring transparency, applying 

appropriate biosecurity measures, sharing experiences in each country, and enhancing global collaboration 

including vaccine development. 

 

Considering the above, in the Symposium today, we reaffirmed that it is important to; 

 

1 Establish surveillance system to enable rapid detection of ASF and ensure transparency by notifying the 

disease occurrence in a timely manner including notification to the OIE 

 

2 Share experiences and knowledge regarding ASF response in order to improve control measures in ASF 

affected countries and strengthen preparedness in non-affected countries. In addition, ensure that 

international travelers do not bring out and/or bring in prohibited pork products which pose serious risk 

of disease spread by international travelers to prevent illegal trade of the livestock and animal products. 

 

3 Raise awareness on ASF in every citizen in the county to prevent incursion and expansion of ASF 

effectively, and enhance multi-sectoral collaboration among various stakeholders including 

 environmental agencies and the private sector in order to implement measures on biosecurity, wildlife 

 and international travelers more effectively. 

 

4 Understand the importance of ASF research and promote networking and research collaboration among 

international experts to accelerate ASF research including vaccine development. 

 

5 Both ASF affected and non-affected countries contribute to global fight against ASF by cooperating and 

supporting activities under OIE/FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) GF-TADs (The Global 

Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal Diseases) framework. 


