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At the 74th OIE General Session in May 2006, the
adoption of Resolution XXVII including the new
categorization of bovine spongiform encephalopathy
(BSE) status to the list of sanitary recognition
confirms now the sole responsibility and mandate of
the OIE worldwide on countries status with regard to
BSE. The

establish a scientific platform for the evaluation

European Commission also wused to

process for the allocation of a GBR (Geographical
BSE Risk) in respect of BSE to countries wishing to
In fact, the

European Commission will now cease to evaluate

export to EU Member Countries.

countries according to the GBR and will recognise the
OIE categorisation system for its own recognition of
countries in respect to BSE risks in animals and

animal products.

The official recognition granted by the OIE to
countries or zones following the above mentioned
sanitary recognition procedures 1is of great
significance for international trade. This official
recognition can be considered as equivalent to an
in that it should be

recognised by trading partners. Deviation from, or

Iinternational standard,
lack of acceptance of this sanitary status recognition
must be scientifically justified by any importing

country.
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