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Annex 7

SECTION 4.
DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL

CHAPTER 4.X.
BIOSECURITY

Article 4.X.1.
Introduction
Biosecurity is the cornerstone of health programmes and as such should be implemented to prevent and control
diseases in populations. In addition to reducing the risk of disease, the benefits of biosecurity include a reduced
need for veterinary medicinal products; reduced killing of animals for disease control purposes; reduced economic
losses; protection of livelihoods; assurance of sustainability of animal production; improved food security and food
safety; promotion of animal, human and environmental health, and assurance of safe trade and business continuity.
Article 4.X.2.

Purpose and scope

Th|s hatr rovides an rlnllsanr mmnatlntallwfra n3|tnta roach that coul

ountg! zone, comgan‘ment! herd/flock! farm or non-groduchon establishment IeveI

The purpose of this chapter is to provide guidance to the Veterinary Authority and other relevant actors, as described
in Article 4.X.45., on the principles, implementation and evaluation of biosecurity to support disease prevention and
control programmes. The chapter applies to animals, their gatherings and husban tems, to all component

animal preductionkeeping and to the interface between domesticated animals, humans and wildlife.

More specifically, this chapter aims to:
— describe the general guiding principles of biosecurity;

- identify the roles and responsibilities of the different actors in biosecurity;

— describe the potential sources and pathways for entry of pathogenic agents into a population and the exposure
of animals and factors for the transmission of pathogenic agents;

—  describe the procedures-and components of biosecurity;

- provide guidance on the design, application, monitoring, evaluation and training with regards to biosecurity and
biosecurity plans.

The chapter does not apply to laboratories, whose approaches to biosecurity are addressed in the Terrestrial Manual.
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Mﬁ the foIIowmg pnnemlesshould be con3|dered

1) The population for which biosecurity is to be implemented, including context and size, and its animal health
status

agen%s The |dent|f|cat|on of the hazards and from where and hHow aﬂd—where the Qathogemc agent arem ¥
be introduced, lish spread-and-established in the population.

3) The factors and frequency of eventseertain-activities—which that influence the introductionentry, establishment
and spread-and-establishment of pathogenic agents;-should-be-considered-inthe risk-assessment.

4) Biosecurity-should-be-based-on-Sscientific evidence and proportionality to the risk.
5) Bmseeemy—sheu\ld—be §susta|nab|:tv_le adaptab|:tv_l~eL an d momtor:ged and-subjectedto—a-documented

+—Biosecurity-should-be-designed-to-accountfor Hhuman behaviour to maximise compliance.

78) Evaluation of compliance efbiosecurity-should-be built into the day-to-day operations.

89) The-Ssocio-economic impacts of biosecurity a
. > liedshould! id )
9 Impacts on other populationsi i jidlife; and the environment.
1 A biosecurity plan that promot nsistent implementation of biosecurity.
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1148) Engagement with, Ftraining and awareness of, and communication with, all actors involved in biosecurity-is

nly the measures comprising the biosecurity should be a ted to the situation.

Article 4.X.54

Roles and responsibilities

The roles and responsibilities of different actors in biosecurity should be clearly defined and communicated with
consideration made to the context (e.g. country, zoneestablishment, compartment or establishment zene; country

level), scale efeperations;and type of production-operationsand-supply-chain. Implementation of biosecurity requires

engagement and collaboration amongst all actors involved.

1)

Veterinary Authority; or in-collaboration-with other relevant Competent Authorities; should be responsible for
the development and oversight of policy on and legislative frameworks effor biosecurity. These policies should
include the relative contribution and roles of veterinarians and veterinary paraprofessionals in both the private
and public sectors, and provide guidance for the implementation of biosecurity. For international trade purposes,
the Veterinary Authority should have an active role in the development-implementation; enforcement, oversight,
and verification of biosecurity and biosecurity plans.

Veterinary Services should execute and implement policies and legislation on biosecurity under the

supervision of the Veterinary Authorityies or other relevant Competent Authorities.

Veterinarians and veterinary paraprofessionals and other relevantanimal-health- advisors should give
advice to-animal-breeders;-owners,—and-keepers on biosecurity which-may-include-the-desigh; and the ard
evaluation-of-biosecurity-and biosecurity plans-and-training. This advice should be aligned with the policies and
legislation-set-by-the Veterinary-Authority-or-other Competent-Autherities, where available.

Animal-bBreeders, owners, managers, keepers, transporters, and-feed producers and other relevant

actors are responsible for developing, implementing and monitoring biosecurity and the biosecurity plan and
should seek advice from veter/nar/ans —and veter/nary paraprofessmnals and—g_ other ammal—hea#h glgvan

advisors-a

Training entities should provideshould-include training in biosecurity as-part-of the-standard-programmes-and
the-training-should-be-tailored-for all-relevant actors. Coordination between the Veterinary Authority, other
relevant Competent Authorities, the Wveterinary Sstatutory Bbody and veterinary educational establishments
institutions _may be required to ensure biosecurity training delivered to veterinarians, veterinary
paraprofessionals and other relevant advisors meets relevant standards.

Industry-groupsrepresenting-fEarmer associationsFarmer, Veterinary Statutory Body; veterinary and
para-veterinary associations, feed—eempames—kve—ammal—transpert—asseemﬂens and other relevant
otherrelevant-stakeholder associations representativesshould advocate and promote b/osecur/ty among

their members—including-sighposting-to-relevantiraining-and-advice.

Article 4.X.85.

Potential sources of pathogenic agents

Pathogenic agents can be iniroduced from-and spread through different sources ef-infection which should be
considered when implementing biosecurity and developing a biosecurity plan. The main sources of pathogenic
agents to be considered include:

1
2)

3)

animals,
germinal products,

secretions and excretions,
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animal products,

dead animals and parts thereof and afterbirth materials,

arthropods such as mosquitoes, midges, flies, lice or ticks,

fomites such as peoples’ clothing, boots, vehicles, crates, bedding, or gereralfarm equipment,
feed and feed ingredients including forage, grazing pastures and swill,

water, soil—surfaces and air,

10) biological products,

11) humans.

Article 4.X.76.

Transmission pathways

Transmission of pathogenic agents can occur either through animal-to-animal contact without an intermediate (direct

transmission r_through an intermediate such as fomites, water, feed, animal product rminal_product.

biological products, humans and animal environment (indirect transmission). Transmission pathways of pathogenic
agents should be considered when implementing biosecurity or developing a biosecurity plan. Transmission
pathways are not mutually exclusive and include:

Vertical transmission ef-pathegenic-agents from parents to offspring in ovo, in utero or during birth.

Horizontal transmissions from one animal to another that are is not vertical.
latrogenic transmission-through-medical-interventions.

Sexual transmission efpathogenic-agents-that-are-shed-in through reproductive secretions such as semen and
vaginal fluids or transmitted directly between surfaces in contact during mating.

Vector-borne transmission via vectors including blood-feeding arthropods such as mosquitoes, flies, ticks, fleas
and lice. Vectors may be mechanical with no biological association between the vector and pathogenic agent
or biological where the pathogenic agent undergoes a multiplication or a developmental change within the
vector, necessary for survival, transmission or host infection.

Airberne-or-dDroplets or airborne transmission of pathogenic agents through particles suspended in the air.
Pathogenic agents may travel in particles of multiple sizes ranges-(droplets and droplet nuclei) that remain
suspended in the air or deposited on surfaces. Airborne transmission may include short or long distances (which
may be referred to as aerosol or wind-borne transmission, respectively).

Article 4.X.87.

Components of biosecurity

transmission of Qathogenlc agents through |nteract|ons with elements outside the Qogulat/on (external biosecurity)

n

n reducing risk of transmission of path nts within th lation (internal curity). All relevant

components of biosecurity should be applied to address all sources of pathogenic agents, transmission pathways
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as well as unexgected-ﬁsks—events! and may vary accordlng to the Qogulat/on Bmseewﬁt-y—ean—be—dﬁﬁded—mte%

1.  Components of external biosecurity may include the following:

a)

b)

Introduction of animals, animal products and germinal products should be minimised as-much-as-possible
and if undertaken, the animal health status of the arimal-and-their source population should be assessed.

Whenever animals are introduced into a-the population, they should go through ar monitored isolation
period of sufficient length, during which measures may be implemented to mitigateminimise the risk of
transmission of pathogenic agents.

Direet-eContact between populations of unknown or different animal health status should be avoided
through segregation using managerial measures,-er physical or natural barriers.

Human access to the population should be controlled. When humans come in_ contact
withThecontact-between-humans-and animals,_they should belimited-where-possible-but-when-required
take pmeauhenaw—measures should-be-used to mitigatereduce the risk of bi-directional transmission of

which includes as a minimum such-as wearing farm-dedicatedspeeific clothing and
footwear, and hand hygiene.

Equipment used to handle or care for animals should not be shared between different populations. If
shared, equipment should undergo_cleaning and disinfection before and after use.

Transport vehicles in direct-and-indirect contact with animals or their products should undergo cleaning
and disinfection before and after use.

Animal products, Ffaeces,-or manure or waste materials should be handled in a way to mitigate the spread
of pathogenic agents.

Dead animals and parts thereof should be handled,-and stored and disposed of in a way to mitigate the

spread of pathogenic agents and in-specific-containers;-or-in-designated-areas to avoid contact with or
attraction of other animals in-particularwildlife-and arthropods.

Feed should be produced, stored and transported in dedicated equipment to minimise the contact with
potential sources of pathogenic agentsenlyforthe-purpose-offeeding-animals. Feeding of untreated swill
should be avoided. Water should originate from low-risk sources or be treated to remove or inactivate with
pathogenic inactivating-agents-prier-to-use. The safety of the water and feed should be checked regularly.

Birectand-indirest-eContacts between the population and pets, birds, rodents, insects and birds;pets;
other wildlife; or pests and-the-population should be avoided using engineering, mechanical or chemical
control.

To minimise airborne transmission of pathogenic agents, Ssufficient distance between populations and
other—possible sources of pathogenic agents should be considered. In some circumstances, air

treatmentsairfiltration might be considered.—-whenfeasible—and-sufficient-distance—or-other-measures
cannot-be-implemented-to-mitigate-the risk-of transmission-

When cleaning and disinfection or other measures are not feasible or effectiveness is undetermined, an
additional period of no contact between potential earriers—sources of pathogenic agents (e.g.
peoplehumans, buildings, vehicles, equipment, materials, pastures-ard-airspaces) and the population
can-may be applied. The effectiveness of this measure will depend on the specific circumstances and
should be verified.
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Components of internal biosecurity

a) Diseased-Sick animals should be isolated to prevent other animals from being exposed. Treatments
should be administered safely to avoid iatrogenic transmission.

b) All-in all-out management should be applied to all animals kept in the same air-space including cleaning
and disinfection of the space between groups of animals.

c) Stocking densities that may-result in impaired health through increased transmission rates of pathogenic
agents or increased susceptibility to infections should be avoidedaveidedconsidered-inthe-risk-analysis.

d) Animals Wwithin the population, units with different characteristics such-as-age-and-immune-statusshould
be kept separately.

e) lis-advisable-to-organise-tWhen the management of the population involves contact with different units,
Fthe workflow should be organised aceerding—to-disease-the-risk—assessed-for-each—animalcategory;
starting-atfrom the lowest risk-toand-ending-with the highest risk of infection, considering transmission of
Qathogemc agents and SUSCGQthI|It¥ of the units. When movmg between the units, Whenever-entering-into

y measures to mltlgg e transmission of
ygiene should be

f)  Cleaning and disinfection of the equipment and surfaces should be applied between consecutive groups
of animals.

Article 4.X.98.

Biosecurity plan

A_biosecurity plan promotes consistent implementation of biosecurity, and should balance practicality, cost,
regulatory requirements and include necessary provisions for its maintenance. The aimpurpese of a biosecurity plan

is to deeument; organise,-and structure_and document biosecurity including its evaluation.

The biosecurity plan should include the following sections:

a)

Purpose and scope

This section should provide an overview of the plan, its purpose and scope. In addition, it should outline the
goals and objectives of the plan, as well as the population characteristics, including animal husbandry systems,
and context.

Roles and responsibilities

Design, implementation, and monitoring is a shared responsibility. Therefore, it is essential to describe the roles
and responsibilities of all actors for ensuring adherence and compliance with biosecurity.

Hazard-ldentification of pathogenic agents, sources and transmission pathwaysand risks-assessment

In addition to the identification of the potential pathogenic agents of concern {i-e-hazards)and-theirtransmission
pathways—'lihls-thls sectlon should |nclude their Qotentlal sources and transm|SS|on Qathwaxs a—summapf-ef—the

Description of biosecurity
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Th|s sectlon should descnbeeuthne the _relevant c omgonents of b/osecur/tg measu#es—te—Feduee—the—Hsk—ef
A jon in accordance

with Art|cIe 4 X. 78

It should also include emergency-and relevant response procedures for emergencies. animal-health-events:
Surveillance Surveillance-and-monitoring of pathogenic agents

The biosecurity plan should include the procedures for menitering-and surveillance to detect the presence of
pathogenic agents in accordance with Chapter 1.4.

Communication and reporting

This section should outline the procedures for communicating information about the biosecurity plan to all
relevant actors. It should also include procedures for reporting incidents and sharing information with relevant
authorities.

Training and education

This section should outline the training and education needs and identify programmes to ensure all relevant
actors are aware of the biosecurity plan and clearly understand their roles and responsibilities to implement
and maintain the biosecurity and the consequences of non-compliance.

Supporting documents

This section should outline the standard operating procedures (SOPs), checklists, and record-keeping
templates which describe routine management processes and ensure that responsibilities and duties are
consistently fulfilled and documented.

Evaluation and improvement

This section should describe the procedures for monitoring and evaluation of the biosecurity plan and its

implementation in accordance with Article 4.X.1148. Biosecurity-ilncidents_and breaches in biosecurity, andas
well as corrective actions taken, should be documented. The biosecurity plan should be reviewed and updated

regularly to ensure its relevance and effectiveness-.

Article 4.X.409.

Training and awareness

1.

Training

Regular training on biosecurity should be undertaken according to the needs identified and should include all
actors. Training should be provided by those with sufficient qualifications and experience. The training should
be in line with legislative and policy frameworks. Such training may include:

- Principles of biosecurity,

- Sources of pathogenic agents, transmission pathways and relevant factors to susceptibility,

- Components and implementation of Bbiosecurity—tisk-assessment,_including emergen lanning an
response i i

- Monitoring and evaluation of biosecurity,

—  Purpose, development and implementation of a biosecurity planApplication-and-menitoring-ofbiosecurity.;
ncludi I - ing.

__ & T , | ion,
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m r-Competency-
based tralmng requwements should be |dent|f|ed and documented for each actor. The training achieved
should be monitored to ensure the required level of competencies are obtained or maintained.

2. Awareness

All relevant actors described in Article 4.X.4. and Fthe general public_when applicable, and-those-in industry
should be made aware of the importance of biosecurity (and the biosecurity plan if appropriate) at strategic
places (e.g. border i nsgect/on posts, farm entrances markets) and times (e.g. during-disease outbreaks, high
risk-seasonchan in th miol sit n). Fhis-Raising awareness may be the responsibility of
the Veterinary Authority, other reIevant Coertent Authoritiesy, Veterinary Services, or even—producers,
farmers-and other relevant actorsstakehelders depending on the context and extent of the risk.

Article 4. X.4410.
Evaluation and improvement

The implementation of biosecurity, the compliance with the biosecurity plan and the effectiveness of implemented
measures should be subjected to evaluation for improvement.

1)  The evaluation of implementation should be based on predefined scope and criteria, taking into consideration
the expected scale of the operation and the characteristics of the population concerned. This will determine at
which level of responsibility the evaluation should be conducted, and at which frequency. The frequency should
be adapted to changing circumstances such as new animal health status, newly identified pathogenic agents
hazards; or changes in epidemiological situationsisks, previous evaluations, changes in production or changes
in plan. The evaluation should determine the existence-and-level of implementation of biosecurity, through
collected evidence that may include documentation of procedures,—and other routine records, monitoring

hnologies, onsite audits as well as interviews with personnel. Based on these findings, the evaluation may
allow te-the establishment of a risk-based biosecurity score as a whole or for each measure.

2) Compliance with the b/osecur/ty plan should be evaluated rout|ner or foIIowmg a change in gldemlologlcal
situationrisks. Gom

b*eseewﬁgeplaﬂ—ltself— Documented ewdence of compllance at—these—eﬂtteal—eentrel—pemts should be coIIected
rout|ner and sheuld—be—able—te be provided for any evaluat|on—+nelud+ng—fe|:mal—aud4t Ihls—eeuld inelude

or—Fou P d . The
evaluatlon of comphanc withte the b/osecur/ty plan should be executed n_independent part
accordance with the policies and legislation, where available.by-an-independent-party-
3) The effectiveness of the biosecurity plan should be evaluated routinely or following a change in gpidemiological
situationrisks, to ensure the biosecurity plan is complete, fit for purpose and up to date. The evaluation should
be based on an|mal health Q:M data —fmm—w#hm—and—eut&de%he—pepula#en—(sueh—as—mertahty—e#

The outcomes of the evaluations should be communicated to all relevant actors and should inform which risk
mitigation or corrective actions are needed so that the biosecurity plan can be updated accordingly.
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Annex 16

CHAPTER 1.6.

PROCEDURES FOR OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF
ANIMAL HEALTH STATUS, ENDORSEMENT OF
AN OFFICIAL CONTROL PROGRAMME, AND
PUBLICATION OF A SELF-DECLARATION OF
ANIMAL HEALTH STATUS, BY WOAH

Article 1.6.1.

Application for official recognition of animal health status and endorsement of an official control
programme by WOAH

A Member Country may request:
1) official recognition of animal health status by WOAH of:
a) freedom of a country or zone from African horse sickness (AHS);
b) risk status of a country or zone with regard to bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE);
c) freedom of a country or zone from classical swine fever (CSF);
d) freedom of a country or zone from contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP);

e) freedom of a country or zone from foot and mouth disease (FMD), where vaccination is either practised
or not practised;

f)  freedom of a country or zone from peste des petits ruminants (PPR);
2) endorsement by WOAH of:

a) an official control programme for CBPP;

b) an official control programme for FMD;

c) an official control programme for PPR;

d) an official control programme for dog-mediated rabies.

WOAH does not grant official recognition of animal health status or endorsement of an official control programme
for diseases other than those listed under points 1 and 2 above.

The Member Country should present documentation setting out the compliance of their Veterinary Services with
the provisions of Chapters 1.1., 1.4., 3.2., 3.3. and 4.4. of the Terrestrial Code, when relevant, and with the
provisions of the relevant disease-specific chapters in the Terrestrial Code and the Terrestrial Manual.

When requesting official recognition of animal health status or endorsement by WOAH of an official control
programme, the Member Country should follow the Standard Operating Procedures (available on the WOAH
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website) and submit to WOAH a dossier providing the information requested in the following chapters (as
appropriate): 1.7. (for AHS), 1.8. (for BSE), 1.9. (for CSF), 1.10. (for CBPP), 1.11. (for FMD) or 1.12. (for PPR).

The WOAH framework for the official recognition of animal health status, the endorsement of official control
programmes, and their maintenance is described in relevant Resolutions adopted by the World Assembly of
WOAMH Delegates.

The country or the zone will be included in the relevant lists of official animal health status or endorsed official
control programmes only after the evidence submitted has been adopted by the World Assembly of WOAH
Delegates.

When a Member Country requests official recognition of animal health status for a zone, the geographical
boundaries of the proposed zone should be clearly defined. When applying for recognition of a free zone that is
adjacent to another zone of the same status, it should be stated whether the new zone is being merged or kept
separate. If the proposed zone remains separate, details should be provided of the control of the movement of
relevant commodities between the zones in accordance with Chapter 4.4.

The overall objective of the WOAH endorsed official control programmes is for Member Countries to progressively
improve their animal health situation and eventually attain official recognition of animal health status or in the
case of dog-mediated rabies to make a self-declaration as a free country or zone. The official control programme
should be applicable to the entire country even if certain measures are directed towards defined zones.

Article 1.6.2.

Maintenance of official recognition of animal health status and endorsement of an official control
programme by WOAH

Retention on the lists of countries and zones having an official animal health status or of countries having an
endorsed official control programme requires that the information in relevant chapters be re-submitted annually
and that changes in the epidemiological situation or other significant events be notified to WOAH in accordance
with the requirements in Chapter 1.1.

Non-compliance with the requirements for the maintenance of animal health status results in the suspension of
that status. Within 24 months of suspension, except otherwise stated in the disease-specific chapter, a Member
Country may apply for the recovery of a previously recognised status, following the provisions of the relevant
disease-specific chapter. When the status has not been recovered within the specified period of its suspension,
it is withdrawn and the Member Country should reapply following the procedure for the application for official
recognition of animal health status.

WOAH may withdraw the endorsement of an official control programme if there is evidence of:

— non-compliance with the timelines or performance indicators of the programme; or

—  significant problems with the quality of the Veterinary Services as described in Section 3 of the Terrestrial
Code; or

— anincrease in the incidence or distribution of the disease that cannot be addressed by the programme.
Article 1.6.3.

Publication by WOAH of a self-declaration of animal health status by a Member Country

A Member Country may make a self-declaration of freedom of a country, zone or compartment from a WOAH

listed disease or another animal disease, infection or infestation. The Member Country may inform WOAH of the
claimed status and request publication by WOAH of the self-declaration to inform WOAH Member Countries.

Report of the Meeting of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission / September 2024 2



A Member Country requesting the publication of a self-declaration should follow the Standard Operating
Procedure (available on the WOAH website) for submission of a self-declaration of animal health status and
provide documented information on its compliance with the relevant chapters of the Terrestrial Code, including:

evidence that the infection or infestation is a notifiable disease in the entire country;

history of absence or eradication of the infection or infestation in the country, zone or compartment;

surveillance including an early warning system for all relevant species in the country, zone or compartment;

measures implemented to maintain freedom in the country, zone or compartment.

The self-declaration may be published only after all the information provided has been received and
administrative and technical screening has been performed by WOAH. Publication does not imply endorsement
of the claim of freedom by WOAH and does not reflect the official opinion of WOAH. Responsibility for the
accuracy of the information contained in a self-declaration lies entirely with the WOAH Delegate of the Member
Country concerned.

Except when otherwise provided for in the listed disease-specific chapter, an outbreak in a Member Country, a
zone or a compartment having a self-declared free status results in the loss of the self-declared free status. A
Member Country wishing to reclaim a lost free status should submit a new self-declaration following the procedure
described in this article.
WOAH does not publish self-declarations for listed diseases in point 1 of Article 1.6.1.

Article 1.6.4.
Specifi .
The animal health status of ntry or zone is not affect :

—  the presence of the disease, infection, or infestation in imported animals in a quarantine centre;

— the importation or the presence of the pathogenic agent, or of commodities or organisms carrying the

pathogenic agent, in a laboratory or other approved facilities with appropriate laboratory biosafety and
| rat i rity in accordance with the Terrestrial Manual.

This should be supported by evidence of compliance with all relevant standards of the Terrestrial Code and
Terrestrial Manual.
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Annex 17

CHAPTER 5.4.

MEASURES AND PROCEDURES APPLICABLE IN-TO
THE EXPORTATION OF COMMODITIES

Article 5.4.1.
Purpose and scope

This chapter provides general principles for measures and procedures that are applicable in-to the exportation of
commodities to prevent the spread of pathogenic agents through international trade of commodities, without creating
unjustified restrictions, covering from facilities of origin (such as establishment, slaughterhouse/abattoir, semen
collection centre) to the point of exit.

This chapter provides exporting countries with recommendations on measures and procedures, and the roles and
responsibilities of the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities; and_of business-operaters-any

natural or legal entity or person responsible for export of commodities subject to the provisions of this chapter
(hereafter ‘operator’), in addition to responsibilities that are described in Article 5.1.3. This chapter provides guidance

to ensure the quality and perfermanece-implementation of official controls for exportation.

This chapter applies to all commodities; some recommendations are specifically addressed to certain-ef-these
commodities.

Article 5.4.2.
General considerations

The Veterinary Authority of the exporting country should ersure-that make operators aware of the importing country

requirements, if they are available to the Veterinary Authority in accordance with Chapters 5.1. and 5.2. In addition
the Veterinary Authority should make operators aware of the process required to meet the conditions of the
nternat/ona/ veter/nag cen‘/f/cate |nclud|ng /mgort/ng countg reguwements melu@ng—aﬂ-m#em;aﬂeﬂ—mqwed—fepme

The Veterinary Authority ef-the-expeorting-eountr/—should be responsible for the implementation perfermance-of
official controls in coordination with other relevant Competent Authorities in accordance with veterinary legislation to

ensure that exported commodities ean—-be—traded-safelyand-meet the requirements—of-the-importing country
requirements. #s-Their legal mandate_and responsibilities;-as-deseribed-in-Article-3-4-5—and-3-4-13- should include
the expertofficial controls—activities at any step and the opportunity to request from the operator-experter any
necessary information. Where appropriate, the Veterinary Authority and other relevant Competent Authorities may
delegate certain tasks-in-accordance-with-point 2-of Article-3:4-5. Adequate human, technical, physical and financial
resources should be available in the exporting country for the Veterinary Services to allow-theseeffectively implement

official controls to-be-undertaken-effectively-and to properly apply the certification obligations and procedures laid
down in Chapters 5.1. and 5.2., in accordance with the quality principles deseribed-in Article-Chapter 3.2.2;

The Veterinary Authority should cooperate closely with the customs authority and other authorities of the exporting
country dealing with exports to ensure that official controls are implementperformed effectively; and to—protect

maintain the-status_compliance of the commodities_with importing country requirements-without-creating-unjustified
barriers-to-trade. This cooperation should also cover actions to prevent and combat fraud_or illegal pathways.

The Veterinary Authority should have procedures, as applicable, for certification of the animal health status of the
country, zone, compartment, or herd/flock as well as of the disease situation in establishments and other premises
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and communicate with the operator-experter regarding any additional documentary evidence that may be required
to support such certification.

The Veterinary Authority inthe-exporting-eountns-should ensure that the applicable certified animal health status of
the country, zone, compartment, or_herds/flock-er-animals, is based on appropriate surveillance and reporting in
accordance with Chapter 1.4.

The Veterinary Authority in—the—exporing—ecountry—should have procedures for registration and approval of
establishments of origin, where applicable, and other facilities used for production and handling of consignments, to
comply with the agreed-international veterinary certificate. Operators should not hinder access by the Veterinary
Authority to the commodities, the premises where they are located and the means by-which-they-are-transperted_of
transport. During official controls, operators should assist and cooperate with the Veterinary Autherty-Services and
make available all information concerning the consignment.

The Veterinary Authority efthe-experting-country-should ensure that appropriate identification of commodities is in
place to support traceability for the consignment to comply with the agreed-international veterinary certificate. Animal
identification should be in accordance with Chapter 4.2. and Chapter 4.3.

Upon request from the Veterinary Authority of the importing country or from the Veterinary Authority of the transit
country, the Veterinary Authority of the exporting country should provide additional information on the process to
ensure compliance with the conditions included in the agreed-international veterinary certificate, and undertake
investigation and reporting, orand give reasonable access for audit in case of repeated non-compliant consignments
}eepa¥d+smg—the—sa$ety—ef—t|cade The Veter/nary Author/ty of the export/ng country should take-ensure that the

he-commodities remain compliantis
net—}eepa;dﬁed before and dur|ng transport tg the ngt gf gxt The expon‘/ng country should suspend the export of
a commodity when there is reason to believe that it may present a risk for animal and public health or-that.if it does
not comply with the agreed-international veterinary certificate.

The Veterinary Authority of the exporting country should promptly communicate to the Veterinary Authority of the
importing country, any change or situation,_such as a change of the animal health status, that may affect its capacity
to fulfil-certify the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary cetrtificate.

The Veterinary Authority of the exporting country should also inform without delay the Veterinary Authority of_the
importing country; and, where necessary, the transit country; in the event that a particular issue such as the
occurrence of a listed disease or a disease referred to in the importing country requirements which may affects the
compliance status of a commodity which has already left the exporting country. This information should be part of
the relevant emergency respon lan devel in rdance with Chapter 4.19.

In case of animals, operators should ensure that animal welfare is maintained throughout the export process in

accordance with Section 7 as relevant.

The Veterinary Authority ef-the—experting—eountryr—should carry out collaborative activities with other relevant
Competent Authorities, customs, other authorities and operators, and with Veterinary Authorities in other countries,
to control the risk posed by the illegal cross-border movement of commodities, i.e. the international movement of
commodities done in a way to expressly and intentionally avoid official controls.

Article 5.4.3.
General principles applicable to procedures for official controls for exportation

1. Preparation for exportation

OperatorsExperters should anneunce-inform the Veterinary Authority of their intention to the-export to-the
Veternany-Authority-sufficiently in advance as-to meet thete conditions of the agreed-international veterinary
certificate and the administrative requirements of the exporting, transit and importing countries.

OperatorsExperters should provide to the Veterinary Authority theas required details of the consignment. The
Veterinary Authority should outline to the operatorexperter the procedures, standards and timeframe for
preparation of the consignment, and the documentary evidence required to demonstrate compliance with these
requirements. Where relevant, the Veterinary Authority should identify eligible bodies or officers for the
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implementationperfermance and certification of procedures specified in the agreed-international veterinary
certificate.

The operatorexperter and the Veterinary Authority should coordinate the implementation, and its documentation,
of the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate. Implementation of these conditions and its
documentation should be in accordance with the procedures and standards communicated by the Veterinary
Authority of the exporting country and will form the basis upon which the Official Veterinarian will issue the
international veterinary certificate for the consignment.

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that the facilities and operational procedures required for isolation of
animals or processing of products comply with the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate,

which may ineluding-include registration, approval, and inspection, in accordance with Chapters4-6-4-7—and
5. 7-erotherrelevant chapters of the Terrestrial Code.

Testing of commodities required to fulfil the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate should
be in accordance with Article 3.2.10. and with the Terrestrial Manual. The Veterinary Authority should define
and communicate to the operatorexperter the procedures for sample collection, identification and submission,
the list of appreved-laboratories and the approved diagnostic tests.

The Veterinary Authority should define and communicate to the operatorexperter the procedures for vaccination
and treatment if required to fulfil the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate. The
operatorexperter should arrange for vaccination or treatment of animals, noting timeframes relevant to the
scheduled date of exportation. Vaccination and treatment of animals should use veterinary medicinal products
registered_or allowed in the exporting country, in line with the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary
certificate.

The Veterinary Authority should define and communicate to the operatorexperter the standards and procedures
for disinfection of and disinsection elimination of arthropod vectors fromef vehiclestvesselsthe means of
transport and containers in accordance with Chapter 4.14., if required to fulfil the conditions of the agreed
international veterinary certificate.

In the case of animals, Fthe %e*peﬁe# should also be able to prowde to the Veter/nary Authorlty a

journey travel transport-plan from

mqpe#mg—eeuntlayqn—the—case—ef—ammals—ﬂ—sheu#d—be—ln accordance with Ghapter—s—?—2—7—3—er—7—4—3ect|on 7
and in compliance with importing country requirements as relevant.

2. Procedures of exportation

a) Verification and certification

The operatorexpeorter should cooperate with the Veterinary Authority to demonstrate that the conditions of
the agreed-international veterinary certificate have been met and that the consignment is eligible for
certification and export. The operatorexperter should provide all documentary evidence of compliance with
the importing country requirements cenditions—of-the-agreed-and international veterinary certificate as
required by the Veterinary Authority, including_an import permit where appropriate. There should be clear
traceability and linkage, at every stage of preparation of animals-and-animal-produstcommodities, to the
final consignment presented for export, as relevant to fulfil the conditions of the agreed-international
veterinary certificate.

The Official Veterinarian should review the preparation of the export consignment to confirm that
commodities animals-and-animal-products-have been clearly identified at every stage of their preparation,
that the consignment complies with the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate and is
in accordance with Chapters 5.1. and 5.2. of the Terrestrial Code. The Official Veterinarian should also
review the journey travel plan for the-consignments of animals to ensure it they

suppert-maintainsenance_compliance.-of the-commeodity/s-status-and animal-welfare-

Once satisfied that preparation and journey travel planstranspert-arrangements are appropriate and that
the consignment is eligible for certification and export, the Official Veterinarian should issue the

international veterinary certificate.
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b) Domestic transportation of commodities

The Veterinary Authority should collaborate with other relevant authorities and stakeholders to ensure that
management of the consignment pre-expert before and during transport is consistent with agreed
established processes and standards.

The operatorexperter should ensure that the assembly, loading and crating of animals or other
commodities is appropriate to maintain compliance with the importing country requirementspreserving-the
status and animal welfare of the consignment from the place of shipment, including adequate disinfection
of and disinsection elimination of arthropod vectors fromef the vehiclelvesselmeans of transport and
container.

The Veterinary Authority in the exporting country may require health and welfare inspection of
consignments of animals at the point of exit, which includes the possibility to deny permission to export if
concerns are identified.

Article 5.4 4.

Specific recommendations depending on commodities

1.

Animals

The operatorexperter should ensure that vehiclesivesselsmeans of transport used for transportation of animals
throughout the whele-export process-of-expertation undergo adequate disinfection, and that measures are
implemented to prevent and control vermin such as rodents or arthropods. These measures should be applied
before every loading of animals. VehiclestvesselsMeans of transport should contain only animals of the same

health status_except where adequately separated.

Containers should be either new or cleaned and disinfected before every loading of animals, in accordance

with Chapter 4.14 -er-beforsingle-use

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that, before leaving the exporting country, consignments of animals
sheould-beare subjected to a visual examination, at an appropriate place and time according to the procedures
of the exporting country and the agreed-international veterinary certificate-and-therequirements-ofthe-exporting
eountry. It should be ensured that, from the time of this visual inspection until the time of leaving the exporting
country, the animals in the consignment are not in contact with other animals of a different health status.

The Veterinary Authority inthe-experting-countrr-may require welfare inspection of consignments of animals at
the point of exit. Such inspections should be supported by veterinary legislation, which should also ascribe
authority to deny permission to export if animal welfare concerns are identified.

Germinal products

Consignments of germinal products should be packed, dispatched, and transported in a way that preserves the
viability and integrity of the products.

Consignments of hatching eggs should be dispatched from parental flocks that meet the conditions of the
agreed-international veterinary certificate. Containers should be either new or cleaned and disinfected before
every use, in accordance with Chapter 4.14.

Cryogenic tanks for semen, oocytes_or; embryos should be dispatched from semen collection centres or
collection centres that meet the conditions of the agreed-international veterinary certificate. They should be
single-use cryogenic tanks or be cleaned and disinfected before use in accordance with Chapter 4.14. and use
new liquid nitrogen.

Consignments of semen, oocytes_or; embryos; should be identified in accordance with the relevant
recommendations of Chapters 4.6. to 4.11.
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The Veterinary Authority should ensure that, before leaving the exporting country, consignments of germinal
products beare subjected to a visual examination and documentary check and cryogenic tanks for semen,
oocytes_or; embryos beare sealed and marked, according to the_procedures of the exporting country and the

agreed-international veterinary certificate-and-the-requirements-of-the-exporting-country.
3. Animal products

Containers used for transporting animal products should be suitable for the type of product, protect the animal
products from_damage or contamination, and fulfil the conditions of the_procedures of the exporting country and

the agreed-international veterinary certificate-and-therequirements-of the-exporting-country.

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that adequate measures are taken to clean and, where necessary after
cleaning, to disinfect before use, containers and means of transportatien in accordance with Chapter 4.14.,
particularly when conveying or transporting unpacked materials.

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that, before leaving the exporting country, consignments of animal
products sheuld-beare subjected to a visual examination and documentary check, according to the procedures

of the exporting country and the agreed-international veterinary certificate-and-therequirements-of the-exporting
country.

Article 5.4.5.

EmergencypPlanning for unexpected events

The Veterinary Authority should ensure that the operatorexperter develops a plan to address emergencies
unexpected events which may impact the compliancestatus-ofthe-commedities with importing country requirements
and animal welfare recommendations in Section 7. —being—e*pepted failure—of transport-arrangements; The plan
should addr: ncerns such as deviation from th lan, failure to reach the transit or importin ntr
or rejection of the consignment by them#ans#er—tmpe#mgeeunw The emergeney-plan may be generic or specific
to each consignment.—and-shouldfocus—on—preserving—thestatus—of the consighment_and-—animal-welfare—in
accordance-with-Chapters 7.2 7-3-—and 74

The emergeney—plan should identify responsibility for development and communication of alternative transport
arrangements when necessary. The relevant Competent Authority in the exporting, transit and importing countries
should be consulted as appropriate by the operator regarding revised transport arrangements to assess the
implications for the ggmgllang status—ef—the—eemmed#;es W|th /mggn‘/ng gggntrg reggwgmgntg ang an/mal welfare
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Annex 19

CHAPTER 5.6.

MEASURES AND PROCEDURES APPLICABLE INTO
THE IMPORTATION OF COMMODITIES

Article 5.6.1.
Purpose and scope

This chapter provides general principles for measures and procedures that are applicable to in the importation of
commodities to prevent the spread of pathogenic agents through international trade of commodities, without creating
unjustified restrictions, covering from the-time-of-arrival at the point of entry berder-ofin the importing country until
clearance of commodities.

This chapter provides importing countries with recommendations on measures and procedures, and the roles and

responsibilities of the Veterinary Authority and other_relevant Competent Authorities; and_of any natural or legal

entity or person responsible for import of commodities subject to the provisions of this chapter business

fter * rator’), in addition to responsibilities that are described in Article 5.1.2. This chapter provides

guidance to ensure the quality and implementationperformance of official controls for importation._This chapter not
nl vers legal importation, but also provides general recommendations for illegal or informal entry of commoditi

Article 5.6.2.

General considerations

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities of the importing country should ensure that_the
importing country requirements, which may be included in ing international veterinary certificates, and-as well as up-
to-date information relevant to the import procedures, including a list of the border inspection posts designated for
the import and transit of those commodities, are made available_t rators and to the exportin nttri

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities efthe-impeorting-countrr-should be responsible for
the perfermance-implementation of official controls in accordance with veterinary legislation to ensure that imperted

commodities can be safely imported. #s-Their legal mandate_and responsibilities; as-deseribed-in-Articles-3-4-5—and
3:4-43-should include_the-impert_official controls activities—at any step and the possibility to request from the
operatorimperter any necessary information. Where appropriate, the Veterinary Authority or other relevant
Competent Authorities may delegate certain tasks-in-accordance-with-point2-of-Article-3-4-5. Adequate human,
technical, physical and financial resources should be available in the importing country for the Veterinary Services
to effectively implementperform official_controls-inspection-in accordance with the quality principles deseribed-in
Article-Chapter 3.2:2.

An importing country may require adequate advance notice or approval regarding the date of entry_of commodities
into its territory-of-commedities, stating the type of commodity, species, quantity, means of transport and the border
inspection post to be used.

; h oCOfficial inspections should
be |mglemented m—aeeeFdanee—\w%h-Amqeé—HQ—regularly, ona rlsk baS|s and W|th appropriate frequency to ensure
compliance with the importing country requirements. By way of derogation, the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant
Competent Authorities may exempt from the inspection; safe commodities or commodities posing a negligible risk
and for which inspection is not considered necessary.
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Biosecurity should be applied to prevent transmission of pathogenic agents from commodities throughout the import
process.

An importing country may prohibit the introduction—entry into its territory_of a consignment of commodities not
complying with the importing country requirements.

Operatorsimpeorters should be aware of the importing country requirements and import procedure before the
importation and informanneunee, in advance, to the relevant Competent Authorities the arrival of consignments at
the border inspection post, in accordance with importing country requirements. Operatorsimperters should ensure
that commodities are presented for official controls irspection-at the border inspection post, together with the original
officiakinternational veterinary certificates or documents, or digital equivalents, which are required to accompany the
consignments.

In case of animals, operatorsimpeorters should ensure that animal welfare is maintained throughout the whele-import
process ef-importation; in accordance with Chapters #-4—F2F3—and-F~4-Section 7 as relevant.

The Veterinary Authority ef-the—imperting—eountryr—should carry out collaborative activities with other relevant
Competent Authorities, customs, other authorities and operators, and with Veterinary Authorities in other countries,
to control the risk posed by the illegal cross-border movement of commodities, i.e. international movement of
commodities done in a way to expressly and intentionally avoid official controls.

Article 5.6.3.

General principles applicable to procedures for-import_official controls for importation

Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should take-control ef-the imported commodities to
decide-determine whether ernet-the consignment complies with the importing country requirements.

tmport-Official controls should be perfermed-implemented at an appropriate place which might include a border
inspection post, a point of entry, quarantine centre, the place of destination, or premises of the operator responsible
for the consignment. The consignment should remain under the control of the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant
Competent Authorities until formal clearance.

In case of emergency, ships and aircrafts may be granted access to a port or airport which-that are not their intended
destination. In those cases, they should be subjected to the animal health and animal welfare measures which the
Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities may consider necessary_based on the potential risk.

1. Official inspection

Where official inspections of commodities are—performed implemented, they should always include a
documentary check and, depending on the risk to human and animal health and animal welfare, should also

include identity checks and physical inspectionchecks. When the Veterinary Authority-or-otherCompetent
AuthoritiesServices needs te-have-full access to the consignment for the purpose of identity checks or physical
inspection, consignments should be partially or fully unloaded from the means of transport.

a) Documentary check

A documentary check should be implementperformed on all consignments presented for official controls
inspesction to ensure that they meet the importing country requirements.

A Bdocumentary check should include examination of the international veterinary certificate, and possibly
of laboratory reports or other documents, including those of a commercial nature, which are required to
accompany the consignment.

When implementingperforming a_documentary check, the Veterinary Autherity—or—other—Competent

AuthertiesServices should inspect the required documents, in original or their digital equivalents as
agreed between the importing and exporting country, to ensure that:

i)  the international veterinary certificate has been issued by the Official Veterinarian of the exporting
country; complies with relevant principles set out in Article 5.2.3. and corresponds as relevant to the
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model established-agreed between the exporting and by-the importing country for that commodity
and intended use;-based-on-Chapters-5-40-+t0-5-43:; and

i) the information contained in the checked documents complies with the importing country
requirements.

b) Identity check

An itdentity check should be implementperfermed upon arrival of the consignment at the point of inspection,
as a visual inspection to verify that the content and the labelling of a consignment, including the
identification of commodities, seals and means of transport, correspond to the information declared in the
international veterinary certificate and accompanying documents.

The frequency of identity checks, the quantity of commodities to be inspected as well as the criteria for
sampling-selection for checking should be determined by the Veterinary Authority or other relevant

Competent Authorities ofthe-impeorting-country-based on risk assessment.

c) Physical inspection
Physical inspection should include, as appropriate:
i)  clinical examination of an-animals for evidence of transmissible-diseases and animal welfare issues

i#—and-physical checks of animal products and germinal products,

ii—and;-as-appropriate;-checks on packaging_and labelling,
iv) checks on the means of transport-tabeliing-and temperature records,
w—the-sampling for analysis, testing or diagnosis, and

vi) any other checks required by the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities to
verify compliance with the importing country requirements.

The frequency of physical inspection, the quantity of commodities to be inspected as well as the criteria
for sampling-selection for physical inspection should be determined by the Veterinary Authority or other

relevant Competent Authorities efthe-imperting-countryr-based on risk assessment,_and considering the
fgllgwmg..

i) EoraAnimals

th&number of an/mals to be cI|n|caIIy examlned sLou_Id_e_dgtjm_d_ln accordance W|th the overall
number of animals in the consignment and the declared purpose of the animals;—which-it may be
increased if the physical checks carried out have not been satisfactory.

In some cases, such as Ffor animals that-are-netrequired-to-be-identified-individually-and-animals

considered to be dangerous, clinical examination sheuld-could consist of observation of the state of
health and behaviour of the entire group or of a representative number of animals.

If the clinical examination reveals an anomaly, a more thorough clinical examination may be carried
out, including sampling and testing, where appropriate.

ii) GerminalFor germinal products

, Physical checks of the
conS|gnment should be carrled out to verlfy the compllance of Iabelllng and the transport conditions
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with importing country requirements; including, when relevant, temperature records whenrelevant
and the integrity of the_seals, packaging material and cryogenic tanks.

Physical inspection may include laboratory testing of the germinal products.

If the physical checks reveal an anomaly, a more thorough inspection may be carried out.

iii) Eor Aanimal products

physical checks of the

con3|gnment ghguld bg garrlgd out to verlfy the compllance of abglllng and the transport conditions
with importing country requirements, including temperature records when relevant and the integrity
of the packaging material_and seals.

Physical inspection may include sensory examination and laboratory testing of the animal products.
If the physical checks reveal an anomaly, a more thorough inspection may be carried out.

2. Sampling and testing

Sampling and testing of imported commodities with-a—view-to checking compliance with the health-importing

country requirements laid-down-in-the-international-veterinary-certificate-may be implementperformed following
a risk-based sampling plan or upon suspicion of non-compliance resulting from the documentary, identity or
physical checks of commodities, _without creating unjustified barriers to trade. Testing should be
implementperfermed in an-approved laboratory.

The Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities may develop a risk-based sampling plan for
imported consignments, that should specify the percentage of consignments to be sampled, taking into account

the animal health status of the importing and exporting country, the species concerned, the nature and declared
purpose of the commodities, the number of incoming consignments and the results of previous sampling.

Where no immediate danger to animal health or public health is suspected from commodities sampled in
accordance with a sampling plan, a consignment may be released before the results of laboratory tests are
available._A tr ilit tem shoul in pl to recall commodities if n

3. Sanitary measures at import

To meet the importing country requirements, in addition to the sanitary measures implemented in the exporting
countries, the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities ef-imperting-countr-may require

sanitary measures to be implemented at importation before release of the commodities_from official controls.
Measures may include disinfection of and disinsection—elimination of arthropod vectors fromef

vehicles/vesselsmeans of tranport and containers used in the transportation and unloading of commodities, in
accordance with Chapter 4.14.

In the case of animals, measures may include vaccination, treatment or isolation. In the case of other
commodities, measures may include a holding period or the application of physical or chemical treatment.

4. Release of consignments
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Based on the implementperformed impeortofficial controls, the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent
Authorities efHmperting-countries-should decide whether the consignment complies with the importing country
requirements.

When the decision is made that the consignment complies with the importing country requirements_and has
been cleared for release, the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should notify the
operatorimperter and the information should be made available to the customs authorities.

Article 5.6.4.
Further action for non-compliant commodities

Commodities identified as non-compliant based on the implementperfermed impert-official controls should not be
released by the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities and should be isolated-detained under

appropriate conditions including isolation for animals, pending further decision-by-the-Competent-Authority.

Depending on the type of commodity and the risk the commodity represents to human and animal health, and
environment, or fordue-te animal welfare reasons, the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities;
should identify the options for the disposition of the commodities and notify the operatorimperter. Disposition of
commodities may include:

a) re-dispatching the commodity back to the exporting country or another country, with the agreement of the
receiving Competent Authority;

b) subjecting the commodity to treatment or to other risk mitigation measures necessary to allow importation;

c) killing and disposal of animals, or destruction of other commodities.

Any action applied to consignments of animals should comply with Chapters7-4+—and-7-6-the relevant provisions of
Section 7.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities of the importing country should notify any decision
and reasons to refuse entry of a commodity to the customs authorities and are encouraged to communicate it to the
Veterinary Authority of the exporting country. Where appropriate, the Veterinary Authority of the exporting country
should be given the opportunity to explain the situation in an attempt to have the consignment released.

Following decisions taken in relation to non-compliant commodities, the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant
Competent Authorities should supervise the effective disposition of the commodities and apply measures to prevent
the introduction into the country of commodities which have been refused import, and the reuse of the international
veterinary certificate that accompanied the consignment.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authority of the importing country should inform the exporting
country of any case of a listed disease or disease referred to in the importing country requirements in a consignment

of animals.

Article 5.6.5.

EmergencypPlanning for unexpected events

The Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities should ensure that the operatorimperter develops
a plan to address unexpected events emergencies-which may impact the compliancestatus-of the-commedities with
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importing country requirements -
emergency-plan may be generic, or speC|f|c to each conS|gnment and should focus on preventing the |ntroduct|on
to the importing country of a listed disease or a disease referred to in the importing country requirements, and on
animal welfare recommendations in accordance-with-Section 7Chapters 72 73—and-74. The emergency-plan
should identify responsibility and include procedures for actions taken for non-compliant commodities described in
Article 5.6.4.

Article 5.6.6.

General recommendations applicable to wvehicles/vesselsmeans of transport and containers that
transported infected animals

VehiclesivesselsMeans of transport and containers that transported animals found to be infected with a pathogenic
agent of a listed disease or a disease referred to in the importing country requirements should be considered as
contaminated, and the Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should apply the following

measures_as appropriate to the risk:

a) treatment or safe disposal of the litter, forage and any other potentially contaminated material, by its removal
from the vehicles/vesselsmeans of tranport and containers for immediate transportation to an establishment
assigned in advance, where the animal health measures required by the importing country should be strictly
applied;

b) disinfection of all parts of the vehicles/resselsmeans of transport and containers which were used in the
transport, feeding, watering, moving and unloading of the animals, as well as all baggage of travelling
attendants, in accordance with Chapter 4.14.;

c) disinsection-elimination of arthropod vectors from ef vehicles/resselsmeans of transport and containers in case
of vector disease.

Article 5.6.7.
General principles applicable to disposal of international catering waste

International catering waste is a high-risk category of product and should therefore be subject to strict controls to
minimise the risk of introduction of pathogenic agents.

The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should ensure that all international catering waste
entering the country from the international means of transport is handled, collected and disposed of in a way to
minimise the risk of introduction of pathogenic agents.

Article 5.6.8.

General recommendations on measures to address identified illegal movement of commodities at border
inspection posts

To control the risks posed by illegal cross-border movement at border inspection posts, the Veterinary Authority or
other relevant Competent Authorities should coordinate and cooperate closely with the customs authority to ensure
that the official controls inspection-of-for commodities entering the country areis implementperfermed in accordance
with the rules of this chapter and national legislation,_including when fraud is suspected.

For that purpose, the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities should ensure the timely
exchange with the customs authority, including via electronic means, of information and decisions made relevant to
the organisation and conduct of their respective activities for commodities entering the country. The Veterinary
Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities should collaborate with the customs authority to ensure immediate
notification to the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities_if of-circumstances—where—a

declarationis-submitted-to-the-customs-autherity for-a consignment of those categories of commodities that should
be subject to official inspestion-control but with no evidence of an official-inrspeetion_control having been conducted.
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The Veterinary Authority or other relevant Competent Authorities, in collaboration with the customs authorities,
should have practical arrangements in place to ensure the-implementation of the measures described in Article 5.6.4.
in case of detection of illegal cross-border movement of commodities at a border inspection post.

Article 5.6.9.

General recommendations on measures to address identified informal or illegal movement of commodities
outside border inspection posts

To control the risks posed by the illegal cross-border movement of commodities outside of border inspection posts,
the Veterinary Authority or other_relevant Competent Authorities should:

1)  coordinate with border authorities (police, customs, transport, immigration) to provide technical support for
identification of illegal cross border movement of commodities;

2) develop and implement practical mechanisms to address informal or illegal cross border movement of
commodities and-implementation-thereof in close collaboration with border authorities.
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Annex 21

CHAPTER 8.8.

INFECTION WITH FOOT AND
MOUTH DISEASE VIRUS

[...]
Article 8.8.33bis.
Recommendations for importation of fetal bovine serum from countries or zones infected with FMDV

Veterinary Authorities should require the presentation of an international veterinary cetrtificate attesting that this
product has been subjected to:

1) gamma irradiation at a dose of at least 30 kilo Gray (kGy); or
2) an equivalent treatment that has been demonstrated to inactivate FMDV.

[.]
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Annex 9

CHAPTER 7.1.

INTRODUCTION TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR ANIMAL WELFARE

Article 7.1.1.
General considerations
Animal welfare means the physical and mental state of an animal in relation to the conditions in which it lives and dies.

An animal experiences good welfare if the animal is healthy, comfortable, well nourished, safe, is not suffering severely-orfora
teongtime from aveidable unpleasant states such as pain, fear and distress, and is able to express behaviours that are important for
its physical and mental state._ Good animal welfare is not only about avoiding negative experiences to animals, but also providin

them with opportunities to have positive experiences.

Good animal welfare requires disease prevention and appropriate veterinary care, shelter, management and nutrition, a stimulating,
comfortable and safe enV|ronment humane handlmg and humane slaughter or k/l/lng —Geed—ammal—we#a%eﬂs—net—em-y—abeu;
‘ v —~While animal welfare refers to the
state of the an/ma/ the treatment that an animal receives is covered by other terms such as animal care, animal husbandry, and
humane treatment.

Article 7.1.2.
Guiding principles for animal welfare
1)  FhattThereis a critical relationship between animal health and animal welfare.
2)  FhatWhile theinternationallyrecognised “five freedoms” (freedom from hunger, thirstand malnutrition; freedom from fear and
distress; freedom from physical and thermal discomfort; freedom from pain, injury and disease; and freedom to express

normal patterns of behaviour) provide valuable guidance in animal welfare, the “five domains’ (nutrition, environment, health,
behaviouralnteractions behaviour, and mental state) support the systematic scientific assessment of animal welfare.

3)  Fhat tThe internationally-recognised “three Rs” (reduction in numbers of animals, refinement of experimental methods and
replacement of animals with non-animal techniques) provide valuable guidance for the use of animals in seienee research and
education.

4)  Fhet The scientific assessment of animal welfare involves diverse elements whieh that need to be considered together, and
thatselectingand weighing these elements ofteninvolves value-based assumptions which should be made as explicit as possible.

5) FhatitThe use of animals in agriculture, education and research, and for companionship, recreation, culture and entertainment,
makes a major contribution to the wellbeing of people.

6)  FhattIhe use of animals carries with it an ethical responsibility to ensure optimise the welfare of such animals to the greatest
extent practicable.

7)  Fhat limprovements in farm animal welfare can eften improve productivity and food safety, and hence lead to economic
benefits.

8)  FhaetiThe equivalent welfare outcomes based on performance criteria, rather than identical systems based on design criteria,
be are the basis for comparison of animal welfare standards and recommendations.

Article 7.1.3.
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Scientific basis for recommendations

“g; ” 1;

The scientific assessment of animal welfare has pregressed—rapidly—in—recent—years—and formeds the basis of the
recommendations of the Terrestrial Code for animal welfare. Welfare assessment can be either at a point in time or over a
period of time such as a lifetime. There is value in using both the ‘five freedoms’ and five domains’ models. The ‘five domains’
model allows consideration te-be-givente of both the degree and cumulation of positive and negative experiences over the

duration of the animal's life.

Some measures of animal welfare involve assessing the degree of impaired functioning associated with injury, disease and
malnutrition. Other measures provide information on animals' needs and positive or negative affective states sueh-as-hunger;
pain—and—fear, often by measuring the strength of animals' preferences, motivations and aversions. Others assess the
physiological, behavioural and immunological changes or effects that animals show in response to various challenges.

Such measures can lead to criteria and indicators that help to evaluate how different methods of managing animals influence
their welfare.

Article 7.1.4.

Guiding principles for the use of measures to assess animal welfare

4——the-O1E WOAH animal Welfare standards te—be—appheable—g#ebai-l-y—t—hey—sheualé emphaS|s the %vewable—conseguences that

3)

5)

6)

altheugh-ir-some-cireumstances,it-may include recommendatlons on -be—neeessapy—te—peeemmend-speuflc condltlons of the

animals' environment and management.

[r "

For each principle listed in Article 7.1.5., the most relevant criteria (or measurables), ideally comprising animal-based

measures, defined as an evaluation of a response of an animal or as an effect on an animal used to assess its welfare, should
be included in the standard. Any given animal-based measure may should be linked to one or more of these thar-ene principles.

Recommendations should, whenever possible, define explicit targets or thresholds that should be met for animal-based
measures. Such target values should be based on relevant science and experience of experts.

In addition to animal-based measures, ere—may-use resource-based measures, defined as an evaluation of a feature of the
environment in which the animal is kept or to which is exposed and management-based measures, defined as an evaluation

of what the animal handler does, and with which management processes or tools, may be used. maybeused-and The use of
any of these three types of measures should be defined on the basis of science and expert experience showing that a welfare

outcome is clearly linked to an animal as well as to a resource or t& a managementprocedure.

Users-ofthestandard Membersshould-seleetTthe most apprepriate-animal-based relevant measures from among those listed

in the standards should be selected for their a given farming system or environment;freom-ameng these listedin-thestandard.
Welfare ©outcomes can be measured by an assessment of individuals or animal groups, or a representative sample of those,

using data from establishments, transport or slaughterhouses/abattoirs. Competent Authorities should collect all data relevant
for-the-users to set target and threshold values.

Whatever the basis of the measure, if welfare outcomes are unsatisfactory, users Members relevant sheuld-considerwhat
changes to resources or management are-reeessary should be applied to improve the welfare outcomes.

Article 7.1.5.

General principles for the welfare of animals in livestock production systems

1)

2)

Genetic selection should always take into account the health and welfare of animals.

Animals chosen for introduction into new environments should be suited to the local elimate conditions, including their
adaptability and-able-te-adapt to local climate, diseases; parasites and nutrition.

Report of the Meeting of the WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission/February 2024



3)

5)

8)

10)

11)

The physical environment, including the substrate (walking surface, resting surface, etc.), should be suited to the animal

species and categories (such as type of production or life stage) so as to minimise risk of injury and transmission of diseases

The physical environment should allow comfortable resting-and safe resting and eemfertable-movement including normal
postural changes, and the opportunity to perform types-ef ratural normal patterns of behaviours that animals are motivated
to perform.

Social grouping of animals should be managed to allew promote positive social behaviour and minimise injury, distress and
chronic fear.

For housed animals, air quality, air flow, temperature and humidity should not be aversive-detrimental and should support
good animal health and welfare and-net-be-aversive. Where and when extreme weather conditions occur, animals should not
be prevented from using their natural methods of thermo-regulation.

Animals should have access to sufficient feed and water, suited to the animals' age and needs, to maintain normal health,
behaviour and performance preductivity—and to prevent severe or prolonged hunger and; thirst, malnutrition and er
dehydration.

Diseases and-parasites should be prevented and controlled as much as possible through good management practices and
biosecurity. Animals with serious health problems should be isolated and treated promptly or killed humanely if treatment is
not feasible or recovery is unlikely.

Alternatives to painful procedures should be used. Where painful procedures cannot be avoided, the resulting pain should be
managed to the extent that available methods allow.

The handling of animals should foster a positive relationship between humans and animals and should not cause injury, panic,
lasting fear or avoidable stress.

Owners and animal handlers should have sufficient training; skills and knowledge through appropriate training or experience

to ensure that animals are treated in accordance with these principles.
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