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Plant Protection Stations aim at blocking harmful plant pests and diseases for
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Apricots damaged by fruit flies

Mediterranean fruit fly
(Ceratitis capitata)
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A& :4.5~5.5mm

An insect pest that causes serious damage
to many types of fruits. Adults lay eggs on
fruits; larvae eat into fruits.

Distribution: Africa, South America, Europe,
Australia, Hawaii, etc.

Body length of adults: 4.5 to 5.5 mm
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An apple tree damaged by fire blight

Fire blight

(Erwinia amylovora)

A bacterial disease that causes severe damage
to fruit trees such as apple and pear. It also
damages firethorn, pyracantha and other
flowering trees/shrubs. The infested tree looks
as if it was burned, and eventually the entire
plant would wither and die.

Distribution: North America, Europe, Western
Asia, New Zealand, etc.
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agriculture and forestry.

When plant pests and diseases (hereinafter "pests") are
introduced into a virgin area, they may cause unexpectedly huge
loss to crops and other plant resources. There are many examples
including phylloxera in Europe, which caused serious damage to
grapes over the region and triggered the introduction of the first
plant quarantine; potato blight in Ireland, which sparked the large
scale emigration to North America; and Japanese beetle in the
United States, which became a devastating pest after the introduc-
tion from Japan. The history has shown us that the eradication
efforts were rarely successful once pests were introduced.

Because Japan is surrounded by the sea, few pests can travel
into Japan on their own. However, since the mid 19th century (after
the end of the national isolation policy for a few centuries), pests
including wooly apple aphid and arrowhead scale have been
introduced into Japan from overseas via cargo. These incidents
seriously threatening agricultural production, led to the introduction
of Japanese plant quarantine policy, which was established and
came into effect in 1914.

International trade has been getting increasingly active. The distri-
bution system and network such as sea container and air-transport
are further enlarging, supported by the relevant technological
development, e.g. cold storage. Accordingly, more varieties and
larger quantities of plant products have been and will be imported
into Japan, posing greater risk of pest introduction.

Plant Protection Stations aim at saving plant resources in Japan,
preventing such introduction by conducting import quarantine at
seaports and airports throughout Japan. Additionally, domestic
quarantine is in place to prevent the spread of the designated pests
within Japan. There is also export quarantine so that the plants and
plant products exported from Japan will meet the importing require-
ments of other countries.

Major pests of serious concern in import quarantine
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An apple fruit eaten into by a codling Tobacco plants attacked by tobacco
moth larva blue mold

Codling moth

‘ Tobacco blue mold

(Cydia pomonella) (Peronospora tabacina)
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An insect pest that causes significant
damage to apple, peach, walnut and
other fruit crops. Adults lay eggs on
immature fruits or leaves; larvae eat into
fruits.

Distribution: Temperate zones.
Wingspan: 18 to 22 mm
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A disease that is destructive to plants of
the Solanaceae famly, especially tobacco,
tomato and chili pepper. Plants affected by
tobacco blue mold would have deformed
leaves and stop growing. In serious cases,
the plant would wither and die.

Distribution: Europe, North and South
America, Australia, etc.
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Plant quarantine is in place throughout Japan to prevent introduction and

spread of pests.
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Plant Protection Stations implement quarantine proce-
dures including import quarantine to prevent plant pest
introduction, export quarantine to meet requirements of
other countries and domestic quarantine to control spread
of pests within the country. The qualified quarantine
officials with technical expertise are deployed to nation-
wide Plant Protection Stations to implement these
quarantine procedures.
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Plant quarantine system
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Plant quarantine
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International plant quarantine
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Import quarantine
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Import plant inspection Export plant inspection
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Post-entry quarantine Field inspection of export plants
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Pre-shipment quarantine in

country of origin

Export quarantine
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Domestic plant quarantine
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Quarantine of domestic seeds and seedlings
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Eradication/control programs for designated pests
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Detection survey for newly invasive pests

Emergency action
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Plant quarantine is strictly implemented in accordance with the Plant Quarantine Act and the International Plant Protection Convention.



