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Plant Protection Stations employ a vario
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Plant Protection Stations employ various measures to
prevent the spread of pests within Japan, including conduct-
ing inspections of seed potatoes and major fruit-tree seed-
lings and regulating the movement of seedlings from
regions with pest occurrence to those without pests.

Quarantine of domestic seeds and seedlings
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Field inspection of seed potatoes

Conducting inspections to secure
a supply of pest-free seeds and
seedlings

In order to secure a supply of pest-free seeds and seed-
lings, plant quarantine officials inspect those nationally-
designated during their growth. If failed to pass, the seeds
and seedlings cannot be distributed. Currently, seed
potatoes are designated as seeds/seedlings subject to
inspection, and quarantine officials inspect them for ring
rot, viral diseases, and other pests.

Moreover, quarantine officials conduct inspections of
trees (mother stocks) from which scions are taken for
propagation to determine the existence of viral diseases,
etc. Plants subject to inspection include citrus, apple,
grape, pear, peach, cherry and plum.
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Inspection for nematodes
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Monitoring trap
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Giant African snail

Protecting crops from regional
pest occurrence

Sweet potato weevil, giant African snail and Citrus green-
ing disease (Huanglongbing) are present in Nansei
Islands (Okinawa islands, Amami Islands and Tokara
Islands) and the Ogasawara Islands. They are serious
plant pests and do not spread in other parts of Japan.
Efforts are ongoing to eradicate these pests, together with
the prohibition of the movement of these pests and their
host plants.

It is vitally important to detect pest introduction as early
as possible and to take immediate steps for eradication.
For early detection, lure-bait traps are installed at major
seaports and airports of entry and at Japan Post offices
that conduct customs clearance procedures.

In close collaboration with pest control stations of local
governments (prefectures), surveillance is in place to
detect new pests at an early stage, followed by emer-
gency control.
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Symptoms of Citrus greening disease
(Huanglongbing)
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Sweet potato weevil
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Regulated items(movement not allowed)
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Regions where the pest occurs
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Regions where items
cannot be brought in
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Other domestic regions
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Plants: Some seedlings of the Rutaceae family (citruses(mandarin
oranges, shaddock, Citrus tankan Hayata, and Citrus depressa Hayata),
Orange Jessamine, Toddalia asiatica, wampee, etc.)
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Pests: Candidatus Liberibacter asiaticus, Asian citrus psyllid
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Tokunoshima Island, Okinoera- stop
bu Island and Yoron Island
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Other domestic regions
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Pests: Sweet potato weevil, West Indian sweet potato weevil, Sweet
potato stem borer and Giant African snail
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* Sweet potato weevil was eradicated in Kumejima Islands in 2013, and Tsukenjima Island in 2021.
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