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Summary

Studies on the Oviposition and Development of the Cadelle,

Tenebroides mauritanicus LINNE

By
Masamune YAMAMOTO

Osaka Branch, Kobe Plant Protection Station

A trial experiment was initiated to seek a method of mass production of Tenebroides mauritanicus L.
by using readily available feeds.

(1) When the adults were reared on crushed wheat grains mixed with 5% dried yeast, the maximum
egg deposit was obtained by caging three pairs of adult in one petri dish. The average egg deposit for one
female was 1,500 in 90 days and the average hatching ratio was 73%.

(2) The egg deposit from three pairs of adult was consistently higher than that from six pairs for one
petri dish. This is apparently caused by an over population which has a tendency to increase interference
among the individual adults.

(8) When 200 larvae were reared on 500 g of the same diet at 25°C and pieces of cork were provided
as pupation site after 40 days, the emergence of adults occurred with the maximum peak around 85 days.
‘The rate of survival of fourth instar larvae was 85% and the adult emergence was 73%.

(4) The larvae were found to complete four instars on this diet. Each instar period took about 7 days.
‘The presence of a favorable site was found to be essential to induce the pupation of matured larvae.

(5) The high population density during the larval period tends to reduce the larval weight, the rate
and uniformity of adult emergence.

The maximum adult emergence was obtained with 20 eggs reared on
50 g of diet for one petri dish.
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