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A New Disease Rohdea japonica RotH. Caused by the Fungus Belonging to the Genus Phomopsis
Mutsuo Takavama, Shigeyoshi Sator and Mifumi Matsunami (Yokohama Plant Protection
Station)Res. Bull. Pl. Prot. Japan 16: 59-65 (1980)
Abstract: A new disease Rokdea japonica RoTH. occurred in Oshima island some years ago.
Lesions on leaves of Rokdea japonica RoTH. were grayish brown and irregular in shape. The
fungus was isolated from these lesions, and it was identified as the fungus belonging to the
same genus as Phomopsis. The fungus has the following morphological and cultural character-
istics: Pycnidia on leaves solitary, erumpent, black, globose to subglobose, 25-250 pm with
an average side of 135 ym in diameter. Conidiophores hyaline, 1-10 um long, simple or
branched, arising from the inner most layer of cells lining the cavity. A-conidia hyaline,
unicellular, ellipsoid, 3.0-5.5x1.0-2.0 ym. B-conidia hyaline, unicellular, elongated filiform,
curved, sometimes strongly hooked, 8.5-16.5x0.5-1.0 um. Colonies on potato dextrose
agar show white floccose aerial mycelium with pycnidia distributed irregularly on agar.
The optimum temperature for growth of the fungus is between 25 and 30°C.

No report of Phomopsis as a pathogen of Rohdea japonica RoTH. was found in available
literature. This is the first report of the disease Rokdea japonica RotH. caused by the fungus
belonging to the genus Phomopsis in Japan.
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