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To What an Extent Fruits of a Wild Cucurbit Are Infested with the Melon Fly Larvae on Kikai
Island ? Toshiharu OxamoTo, Masami OKUMURA, Toshikazu Ipr and Yoshihiko IsSHIZUKA
(Naze Branch, Moji Plant Protection Station). Res. Bull. Pl. Prot. Japan 18: 57-59 (1982).
Abstract: Before releasing the sterile melon fly, Dacus cucurbitae CoQUILLETT on Kikai
Island in the Amami Islands, the seasonal trend of the larval infestation of fruits of a wild
curcurbit, Diplocyclops palmatus was investigated from May, 1980 to April, 1981. The
infestation of fruits on Kikai Island increased gradually from May to September, culminating
in the peak November. After December the percentage infestation decreased sharply. In
January it was at the minimum. From February through April the percentage infestation
was very low.

‘When the Island was divided into three areas, namely the northern, central and southern,
the central area showed the highest mean annual infestation percentage calculated from the
monthly infestation percentages, followed by the southern and northern areas.

In November both the percentage infestation of the fruits and the fly catches by the traps
reached the peak. There was another peak in June of the fly catches, however, no peak was
observed of the percentage infestation of the fruits.
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