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Studies on the Ecology of the Alfalfa Weevil, Hypera postica (Gyrr) (Coleoptera: Curculionidae).
2. Life History in the Field. Takayuki HasniMoTo, Tsuyoshi Oncl, Toshikazu IDE, Yosuke Toku-
DA, Konomu TasHIro, Akira UsHiMAKI, Toshiharu Okamoto and Koichi Basa (Moji Plant Protec-
tion Station). Res. Bull. Pl. Prot. Japan 23: 27-32 (1987).

Abstract: Seasonal abundance and aestivation periods of the alfalfa weevil, Hypera postica
(GyLL) in the bur clover field in Fukuoka City were investigated during 1983-1986. The
weevil deposited eggs mostly on the bur clover from December to early May. Most oviposition
occurred during January and February. The larvae infesting the host plants were present
from early March to early June. The number of the larvae per 0.5m* was greatest in April.

The cocoons were observed on or around the host plants from mid April to mid June. The
greatest number of them reached the peak in early May.

The adults began to emerge in early May and the population of callow adults per 0.5m’
reached the peak from mid May to early June. After maturation feeding, those adults migrated
to the aestivation sites around the field from late May to July. Thus, they were not found in
the field during August—November.

After the aestivating, the adults began to return to the field in late November. Flight activ-
ity of the adults in the field was observed during May—June, mid November—mid December
and March—April.
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Map of the area where life history of alfalfa
weevil was studied.

A, A’ - Bur clover field selected for seasonal
abundance study (A:1983-84, A:1985). B:
Sticky traps for the flight-activity study. C:
Cardboard traps. D: Cedar bark traps for the
aestivation-period study.
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(total No.of 12 traps).
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Fig. 5. Sticky traps for adults of the alfalfa weevil.
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Fig. 7. Cardboard trap used for collecting the adult
* alfalfa weevil.

a:veneer board b : corrugated cardboard
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Fig. 8. Cedar bark trap used for collecting aestivating
adults of alfalfa weevil.
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Fig. 9. Seasonal trends in the number of adult alfalfa
weevil caught with cardboard traps in 1983
(Averaged from 9 traps).
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Fig. 10. Seasonal trends in the No. of adult alfalfa

weevil caught in the cedar bark traps in 1985
(Averaged from 13 traps).
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Diagram of seasonal history of the alfalfa
weevils in Fukuoka.
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