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Mexican grain beetle, Pharaxonotha kirschi REITTER
(AXAYFEFNFHRO1E OREELMEROEINE -
4 EHERAE

it S - FHHIED - BE EL
R B AL B S K s HH AR

Notes on the Food and Oviposition Preference, and Preimaginal Duration of the Mexican
Grain Beetle, Pharaxonotha kirschi RerTTER(Coleoptera:Languriidae) . Yoshifumi KoNoike, Masa-
mi Uwapa and Takanori Funsawa(Mizushima Sub-branch, Kobe Plant Protection Station) Res.
Bull. Pl. Plot. Japan 23 : 59-62 (1987).

Abstract: An alien insect, the Mexican grain beetle Pharaxonotha kirschi, had been occasional-
ly intercepted at the port quarantine inspection in Japan. It had been found twice at sea port
granaries but successfully eradicated. As the bionomics of this beetle had been little known
yet, its food and oviposition preference, and preimaginal duration were studied under the
laboratory conditions of 26°C, 75% R.H. and darkness. The beetle preferred to feed on both
seeds and flour of maize and sorghum rather than those of wheat, barley and soybean. Egg,
larval and pupal duration took 5.2, 31.0 and 6.7 days, respectively. The fresh adults of 10 to
12 days after emergence laid 45 to 432 eggs per female over a 42-day test period. There was
no significant difference in egg numbers laid for 42 days between on maize flour and on

wheat one.
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