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An Ecological Study of the Two Weevils, the Sweet Potato Weevil, Cylas formicarius (Fasr1-
cius) (Coleoptera: Brentidae) and the Small Sweet Potato Weevil, Euscepes postfasciatus (FAIR-
MAIRE) (Coleoptera; Curculionidae) in the Amami Islands. --- On Ovipositional Behavior of the
Two Species. Yahiro Aramaki, Takashi YosuibA and Konomu Tasuiro (Naze Branch,Moji
Plant Protection Station). Res. Bull. Pl. Prot. Japan 23: 67-69 (1987).

Abstract: Oviposition of the sweet potato weevil and the small sweet potato weevil reared in
the plastic jar (15cm diam ., 8.5¢m high) containing sweet potatoes and sand (Zcm deep) at the
various adults densities (sex ratio=1:1) was observed under the laboratory conditions of 26
1°C, 60—80% R.H. and a 12L—12D photoperiod.

Sweet potato weevils oviposited at random on the surface of sweet potatoes above the ground
level. There was no significant difference (95% level: t-test) in egg numbers per female per
day between the 10—adult—density and the 60—adult—density.

Small sweet potato weevils, however, showed intensive oviposition on such narrow band
areas close to the ground level. Therefore, there was significant difference in egg numbers per
female per day between the 10-—adult—density and the 20—adult—density.

No oviposition of both species was observed on the sweet potato buried under the ground

level.
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