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Occurrence of Cylas formicarius and Euscepes postfasciatus in Mountainous Areas of Okinawa
and Ishigaki Islands. Seiki Masaki, Takahiko MizuNo, Ken TouBARU, Motonori SASAKI, Kiyoshi
KoBavasHr and Masashi KANEDA (Naha Plant Protection Station, 2-11-1, Minatomachi, Naha,
Okinawa 900-0001, Japan). Res. Bull. Pl. Prot. Japan 38: 39-43 (2002)

Abstract: Distribution of sweet potato weevil, Cylas formicarius (FaBricius) and West Indian
sweet potato weevil, Euscepes postfasciatus (FAIRMAIRE) in relation to altitude was studied in
five mountainous areas of Okinawa and Ishigaki islands, Okinawa Prefecture. The mountains
were Mt. Yonaha, Yae and Tano in Okinawa island, and Mt. Omoto and Nosoko in Ishigaki
island. Amount of host plants was evaluated (1 unit=25 m?) at every 50 m altitude. Host plant
stems (in length of 1 m) were collected and the traps (pheromone trap and sweet potato tuber)
were placed to evaluate the abundance of the weevils. As the results of this study, amount of
the host plants and the number of the weevils decreased with increse of the altitude. However,
some isolated population of the weevils were recorded at disturbed sites by constructions. No

host plants and weevils were confirmed at higher than 250 m altitude.
Key words: Cylas formicarius, Euscepes postfasciatus, mountainous area, wild host plant,
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